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A FAIR DEAL
FOR FARMERS?

Yonge Nawe and ACAT Swaziland
have found that some of the farmers
who were contracted to grow
jatropha for D1 Oils had been asked
to sign contracts in English, which
they could not read or understand.
The contracts were then taken away
from them.

“The terms and conditions were not
explained to them. To make matters
worse, D1 Oils failed to leave them
copies so they could seek legal
guidance on where they stand...
Furthermore, we have learnt that the
contract ties the farmer for 10 years
within which they are not permitted to
destroy or uproot the jatropha.®®”

Sicelo Simelane, Yongenaew told the
Swazi Observer
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Muzie Yende from ACAT explained
this meant the farmers would be
unable to rotate their crops in the
normal way, reducing their capacity
to grow food.

“D1 Oils told us growing jatropha will
make us rich. | am not sure what’s
in the contract as it was written in
English and they didn’t leave me a
copy. | just signed because | needed
the money.”

Titus Shongwe, 45, small scale
farmer, Swaziland.%¢

D1 Oils project director in
Swaziland, Rex Brown, has denied
that farmers cannot terminate the
contract if they wish to and told the
media that contracts were now being
interpreted for farmers, but farmers
still do not have copies of what they
have signed.%’
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ENERGY SOVEREIGNTY
FOR SWAZILAND?

D1 has said that by planting unused
land with jatropha, Swaziland could
be producing its own biodiesel,
reducing its dependency on oil from
South Africa.®®

However, the reality is that
it's more likely to be exported as
under current legislation D1 Oils
cannot distribute their biodiesel in
Swaziland. D1 Oils aims to have
20,000 hectares of the plant by
2010, producing enough jatropha
to justify building a refinery for
local use.



CONCLUSIONS

The case of D1 Qils in Swaziland
demonstrates that many of the
industry’s claims for the potential of
jatropha as a sustainable biofuels
crop are, at best, unproven.

No strategic environmental
impact assessment has been
carried out on the potential impacts
of jatropha in Swaziland. Some
farmers in Swaziland who have
already planted jatropha report
problems with pests and that the
plants need to be watered frequently.
Farmers are already raising
concerns about yield.

Jatropha : wonder crop?

The rush towards biofuels is fraught
with social and environmental
concerns and unproven climate
benefits.
Jatropha (Jatropha curcas)
has been promoted by UK biofuel
company D1 Qils as a wonder crop
because of the plant’s ability to grow
on marginal and semi-arid land.
This report for media and policy
makers highlights the concerns
over jatropha'’s impact, questions
some of the claims being made for
biofuel from the plant, and makes
recommendations to European and
UK Government.

The oil yield from jatropha when
it is grown on marginal or waste
land with no water, fertiliser or
pesticide input is, at best, uncertain.
The high yields needed to make
jatropha commercially viable as a
biofuel crop are far more likely to be
obtained when it is planted on fertile
irrigated land. This could mean that
widespread jatropha plantations
for biodiesel compete with food

production for fertile agricultural land.
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While jatropha is not a food crop,
the use of the plant for biofuels still
raises issues about competition with
land use and food production. The
experience from Swaziland, backed
up by various scientific studies,
implies that policy makers in the EU
and UK need to treat jatropha with
the same degree of rigour as other
biofuel crops.

Yonge Nawe (siSwati for “You too must conserve”) is
a publict interest NGO working to prevent and reduce
the impacts of inappropriate development on the
environment and people. We believe everyone should
enjoy a good quality of life. We campaign on the
most important issues impacting socio-economically
disadvantaged communities within Swaziland — those
communities typically unable to participate in debates
about development that will dramatically affect their
lives. For further information visit
Www.yongenawe.com
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