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“People all over the world are already living or implementing
thousands of initiatives which embody justice and challenge
the capitalist logic. Now we must expand them. The magnitude
of the crises we face demands system change, and that system
change will result in the creation of sustainable societies
and new relations between human beings, and between
human beings and nature, based on equality and reciprocity.”
Karin Nansen, Chair of Friends of the Earth International

The Covid-19 pandemic has reminded us all of
a stark truth: that capitalism is undermining
core human needs and pushing ecological
and social systems to the brink of collapse.
The need to restore the relationship between
our societies and nature has never felt
more urgent. We must build a just recovery
on environmental, social, gender, racial,
economic and people-centred justice.

People Power Now is a manifesto presented
by Friends of the Earth International for the
just transition of our energy system. It is
based on 10 key demands. Each sets out a
positive measure that will accelerate the
transformation towards a climate-just world.
Moving away from an economy dependent
on fossil fuels, and transforming our energy
system, is key to a just transition. From this
moment forward, let us put the sustainability
of life and peoples’ rights and justice at
the centre.
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system change!
PEOPLE POWER NOW!

System change means building a new energy system, not simply trying to fix parts of the
existing one, which only creates and deepens other crises.

The way we manage, extract, use and
distribute Earth’s natural resources under the
dominant economic model has led to brutal
inequality between and within countries,
biodiversity collapse and the climate crisis.
Most recently, this model has led us into a
global pandemic.
As a result, millions of people are now
vulnerable to the sudden loss of access to
their means of survival. The extreme impacts
of the pandemic on the working class,
Indigenous Peoples, women, Black people
and people of colour, and local communities,
are the result of the systematic dismantling

or outright denial of their rights and their
humanity. These are also the communities
most at risk from the climate crisis even
though they are the ones least responsible
for creating it.
System change means confronting these
truths, abandoning neoliberalism and
austerity, and moving forward towards an
economy that is distributive, healthy and
sustainable by design; an economy that values
people, planet and care, not profit and endless
economic growth - which is an impossible
goal on a planet with ecological limits.

Children playing near
a wind farm. renewable
energy is both
economically and
technologically feasible
in the philippines.
- Guimaras Island -

ine
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Energy as a
common good

Everyone should have the right to energy, and energy should not be treated as a commodity.
The sun and the wind are shared resources, with a value beyond the market.

They have cultural and spiritual value to
people all over the world, particularly to
Indigenous Peoples. These resources should
not be exploited for corporate gain. Our
energy system should exist to meet our
needs, not to make profit.
Every energy source and technology –
including renewable energy technology –
has an environmental and societal cost.

Large-scale renewable infrastructure, the
sourcing of minerals and metals for
renewables, the manufacture of lithium
batteries at scale, also have consequences for
the environment and for workers’ rights.
People’s sovereignty is crucial for this just
transition: if we accept that generating
energy comes at a cost, it makes sense that
all affected communities should be the ones
to decide which impacts may be acceptable,
or manageable, and which may not be.

Children using solar
lamps and benefiting
from the rooftop
solar project at
the Banishanta union
parishad building.
- Sundarbans -

des h
Bangla
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Energy sufficiency
for all

Access to energy must be recognised as a basic human right and a necessary condition of a
dignified life. Sufficient energy is essential for education and employment opportunities.

Crucially in times of pandemic, access to
electricity is vital to adequate health care. We
need energy for fuel and electricity to cook, to
have habitable homes and workplaces in hot
and cold regions, to communicate and travel
and to share and access information via the
internet. Yet nearly 800 million people, the
vast majority of whom live in the global South,
still lack access to electricity.1 This figure is set
to rise with the impacts of Covid-19.
Energy sufficiency is about using enough—
not more, and not less. Currently, energy
consumption is deeply unequal: the richest
10% of the population are responsible for the
same amount of carbon emissions as the
rest of the world put together; and the
richest 1% have put twice as much carbon
into the atmosphere as the poorest 3.5
billion people have.2 It is critical that we
end overconsumption of energy by the very
rich and the corporate elite. Ending
overconsumption of energy in the global
North – those with the biggest historical
responsibility for the climate crisis – is crucial
for an equitable and just energy transition.
Drastically reducing energy waste, too,
through energy efficiency and energy saving,
would cut emissions, lower bills for heating
and cooling, and alleviate energy poverty.
Energy sufficiency requires enough safe,
affordable energy for everyone.

Martin Sumuhale
has electricity for
the first time in his life
thanks to this solar
panel. He can see the
the benefits it brings
his grandchildren.

frica
So uth A

- Polokwane -

© Mujahid Safodien / Greenpeace

footnotes:
1

2

International Energy Agency, October 2020, “SDG7: Data and
Projections. Access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and
modern energy for all”, https://www.iea.org/reports/sdg7data-and-projections/access-to-electricity.
Gore, T., 21 September 2020, Confronting Carbon Inequality,
https://oxfamilibrary.openrepository.com/bitstream/handle/10546/
621052/mb-confronting-carbon-inequality-210920-en.pdf, Oxfam.
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Finance for
the energy revolution

Rich countries in the global North have an enormous historical responsibility for climate change.

Their overconsumption, based on the
plundering of developing countries’
resources, has led to the climate shocks
that are being experienced today – mostly
in the global South.

Children sit under
solar panels at
Bishunpur Tolla,
Dharnai village.
A solar-powered
micro-grid is now
supplying electricity
to the village.

As governments turn their attention to
Covid-19 recovery packages, it is all the more
crucial that they contribute their fair share to
the climate effort, in line with the principles
of equity, justice, and repayment of the
climate debt. Climate finance is a mandatory
obligation for rich countries and must not be
channelled through offsetting mechanisms
or other false solutions. Neither should it
support intellectual property rights for
renewable technology.
For countries in the global North grappling
with economic precarity and underfunded
health and social care in the wake of the
Covid-19 pandemic, the idea of contributing
tax dollars to an international pot might
sound unfair. Potential sources of additional
public finance do exist, however. These
include redirected military spending, fair
taxation of the rich and elites, and an end to
tax havens. Ending tax havens alone could
power half the world with 100% renewable
energy in less than two decades.3

- bihar -

India
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Hearps, P. & Cossar-Gilbert, S., 2016, An Energy Revolution Is Possible,
https://www.foei.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/foeenergy-revolution-full-reportNEWdraft2.pdf, Friends of the
Earth International.
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100% renewable
energy for all

100% renewable energy means healthier people and cleaner air, soil and water – helping to
end the ecosystem and habitat destruction that uncovers dangerous pathogens.

It means safer workplaces, homes and roads.
It should be at the heart of a just recovery
from Covid-19. But the call for 100%
renewable energy must go hand in hand
with the demand for a just transition, to
protect peoples and workers’ rights.
The need for a global transformation to a
renewable energy system is urgent and must
take place simultaneously in the global
North and the global South, although at
different rates. Countries in the North have
the responsibility – and in most cases the
capacity – to drastically and urgently
overhaul their energy system right now. We
must therefore demand that the North act
faster, and contribute its fair share of
emissions reductions and climate finance, so
that the South can transform as quickly as
possible, too.

100% renewable energy means an end to
new dirty energy projects anywhere in the
world - including fossil fuels, nuclear, mega
dams, industrial agrofuels and biomass, and
waste-to-energy incineration. It means a
managed but rapid phase-out of fossil fuels
and extractive projects.

Friends of the
Earth Europe
colleagues gather
at a small solar
farm, known as
a solar garden,
Madrid.
- madrid -

Spain

This does not give global-South countries the
green light to continue polluting for decades
– not at all. As well as fuelling the climate
crisis, dirty energy has an array of
devastating impacts on people and nature
near extraction, production, storage and
transportation sites – displacing people,
polluting water, air, soil, bodies and food
sources. Commonly, developing countries get
no benefit in terms of energy generation for
local communities – energy goes for export
or heavy industry, accumulating profits for
transnational corporations.
© Friends of the Earth Spain
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Renewable technology
that is climate-resilient, locally
appropriate & low-impact

The fastest and fairest way to shift to 100% renewable energy is to prioritise technology that
is as small-scale and decentralised as is practicable.

The wholesale rollout of solar and wind
technology for small-scale generation will
mean 100% energy sufficiency for all.
Efficient, locally appropriate technology that
meets people’s daily needs should be in the
hands of communities and municipalities,
and controlled democratically. Small-scale
and inter-connected grids with a diversity of
renewable technologies, designed to protect
biodiversity and strengthen the land rights
of local communities and Indigenous
Peoples, will reduce energy insecurity and

Jamelah Hasasnah
working on the
hydroponics and
Aquaponics system
powered by solar
energy, Al Basma center
Arab Women’s Union.
- Beit Sahour -

e
Palestin

© Hussein Zohor / PENGON
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increase resilience to disasters, such as
climate impacts and future health crises.
There must also be a fundamental shift in
how we protect workers. There is a need to
substantially improve human rights in
renewable energy production chains, and to
end the exploitation of workers in the
renewables industry so that an exploitative
model does not become the norm in this
sector. We must hold ourselves accountable
for how we source and produce these
technologies’ components.
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Energy sovereignty
& energy democracy

To demand energy sovereignty is to demand that our energy systems are under the control
and ownership of people, not corporations.

Energy democracy means that any decisions
about the production and use of energy
should be democratic, participative, open
and accountable. We do not want to see the
same broken corporate energy system
replicated simply with renewable energy
substituting for dirty energy. This is not
merely a technical problem. We need a
paradigm shift to a whole new peoplepowered energy system.

We must give power to the people who are
directly affected by decisions about energy –
that includes energy users, energy sector
workers, and people facing energy exclusion.
We must also delegate decisions to the most
local and least centralised level possible.
Decision-making processes must acknowledge
power relations in our communities, and
promote the voices, needs and knowledge of
women – particularly women workers, black
women and women of colour, indigenous and
peasant women and LBTQ women – and all
those who are not currently heard within
patriarchal, racist and classist societies.

Pupil in the
remote southern
village of Tahala,
Morocco, whose
school is part of
a solar energy
project.
- Souss-Massa-Drâa
region -

Mo r o c

co

© Zakaria Wakrim / Greenpeace
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A just transition which protects
the rights of energy sector workers,
their communities & their livelihoods

A just transition means rapidly transforming our energy system while protecting the millions
of workers across the energy, agricultural and transport sectors.

These workers’ current livelihoods - and
the wellbeing of their communities - depend
on the current unjust and unsustainable
economic system.
A just transition requires addressing the root
problems of a system that has turned energy
into a commodity and denied the right to
energy for all. As dirty energy industries shut
down, it is crucial that future jobs offer
strong and robust levels of unionisation,
collective organising, rights and conditions
for workers. Throughout the globe, the
pandemic has shown us what an unjust
transition can look like – mass job losses with
inadequate or non-existent social safety
nets, and governments prioritising the needs
of corporations over the needs and safety of
people and the environment.
In recent years, the definition of a just
transition has transcended the labour
movements and has become a key demand
for working-class peoples, local and peasant
peoples, Indigenous Peoples, climate justice
movements and grassroots feminist
movements. As we build power with
women’s movements, we are committed to
a just transition, founded on grassroots anticapitalist feminism, towards a feminist,
social and solidarity economy. Inclusivity is
key in achieving just transition.
Corporations and political players are also
using the terminology of a ‘just transition’,
often merely as a slogan, without
10 |
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commitment to it or sincerity of purpose.
This must be challenged.
During a time of pandemic recovery, no
bailouts should be acceptable for
transnational corporations – least of all for
fossil fuel and mining companies,
agribusiness, airlines or any companies based
in tax havens. A Covid-19 recovery that is
climate-just means using public finance to
strengthen social infrastructure, to end
income precarity, and to ensure the safety and
wellbeing of workers and their communities.

Martha says that
Since solar came to
their community, they
not only have lights
but also radios and
even television, and
she can help her
daughter study.

frica
So uth A

- Polokwane -
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That people-centred renewable
energy is allowed to flourish, & that
obstacles to progress are removed

Peoples everywhere are ready and eager to take control of their energy systems.

However, huge obstacles remain to
implementing small-scale and communitycontrolled renewable energy systems in
peoples’ homes, towns and villages.
Those obstacles include unfavourable
government policies, a lack of public
resources for community energy initiatives,
and limited access to locally appropriate and
climate-resilient renewables technology.
Differing legal contexts mean that existing
national legislation often does not provide
sufficient support for, and in some cases
actively impedes, community ownership.4

Many of the obstructions to the
transformation of the energy system have
come about through the deliberate actions
of corporations. We must dismantle the
stranglehold that transnational corporations
have over our energy policies - all policies and
incentives should be decided by peoples and
communities. By ending subsidies for
climate-wrecking dirty energy, and shifting
public funds towards providing renewable
energy to meet peoples’ needs, the energy
revolution will be able to reach its full
potential. Policies and incentives should be
decided by peoples and communities.

People Power!
A community meeting
at an eco-village,
Banishanta union.
- Sundarbans -

des h
Bangla

© Luka Tomac / Friends of the Earth International

footnote:
4

To read more see: Walsh, M., Castanié, M. & Giovannini, S., October 2020, A Practical Guide to Reclaiming Power,
https://www.foeeurope.org/community-energy-guide, Friends of the Earth Europe.
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Cover image: Rooftop solar project giving energy to communities through solar
lamps, at the Banishanta union parishad building, Sundarbans, Bangladesh.
© Luka Tomac / Friends of the Earth International
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A climate-just world that is free
from patriarchy & all systems of
oppression, domination & inequality

There can be no climate justice without social justice. We must work for a future free from
unequal power relations, where humans live in harmony with each other as well as with nature.

This means a world free from injustice,
discrimination, racism, sexism, classism,
Islamophobia, militarism, LGBTQ-phobia
and all other forms of structural and
economic oppression.
The dominance of these ideologies in our
governments, public policies and institutions
has stifled progress to climate justice. Decades
of inaction on the part of most of the richest
countries in the global North have been largely
a result of the low importance that is placed
on Black, brown and poor bodies – those who
are currently facing the worst climate impacts.
Black lives matter. We assert that those
people who are currently marginalised by
this system - their lives matter. We do not
accept that anyone’s home should be a
sacrifice zone, and no loss of life from climate
change is acceptable. People should have the
right to move and migrate, but also the right
to stay in a home and territory that is safe.
While disproportionately affected by climate
impacts, women are protagonists in the fight
against dirty energy and in the defence of
territories. Because of the sexual division of
labour in our patriarchal societies, women
are primarily responsible for sustaining the
home and family and being caregivers.
Traditionally under-valued and underresourced, ‘feminised sectors’ such as care,
health and education, have been truly lifesaving and life-sustaining during the Covid-

19 pandemic, and we demand that the
system no longer ignore their essential role.
At the heart of a just recovery and a just energy
transformation must be the commitment to
end the disproportionate burden of care work
on women. Free public care systems for
children, the elderly and sick, among others,
would be part of bringing about climate
justice. By putting the sustainability of life at
the centre of social organisation, we can
restore a healthy interdependency between all
peoples and eco-dependency between
peoples and nature. Climate justice means
freedom from all systems of oppression, for a
future that is safe, healthy, and just.

Basma Giacaman,
Director at Al Basma
center Arab Women’s
Union, manages the
solar energy system
that runs all the
center’s facilities.
- Beit Sahour -

e
Palestin
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