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FRIENDS OF THE 
EARTH INTERNATIONAL
is the world’s largest 
grassroots environmental 
federation, with 73 national 
member groups and millions 
of  members and supporters 
around the world. 

OUR VISION 

n   A peaceful and sustainable world based  
on societies living in harmony with nature. 

n   A society of  interdependent people living  
in dignity, wholeness and fulfilment in  
which equity and human and peoples’  
rights are realised.

n    A society built on peoples’ sovereignty  
and participation.

n   A society founded on social, economic,  
gender and environmental justice, and free 
from all forms of  domination and exploitation, 
such as neoliberalism, corporate globalisation, 
neo-colonialism and militarism. 

n   We believe our children’s future will be better 
because of  what we do. 

OUR MISSION 

n    To collectively ensure environmental and social 
justice, human dignity, and respect for human 
rights and peoples’ rights so as to secure 
sustainable societies.

n    To halt and reverse environmental degradation 
and depletion of  natural resources, nurture the 
Earth’s ecological and cultural diversity, and 
secure sustainable livelihoods.

n   To secure the empowerment of  indigenous 
peoples, local communities, women, groups 
and individuals, and to ensure public 
participation in decision making.

n   To bring about transformation towards 
sustainability, and equity between and  
within societies with creative approaches  
and solutions.

n   To engage in vibrant campaigns, raise 
awareness, mobilise people and build alliances 
with diverse movements, linking grassroots, 
national and global struggles.

n   To inspire one another and to harness, 
strengthen and complement each other’s 
capacities, living the change we wish to see 
and working together in solidarity.

FOEI.ORG  
HAD

207,266 
VISITORS  
IN 2020

Activist marking the 5th anniversary of the Continental Platform  
for Democracy against Neoliberalism in Porto Alegre, Brazil. 
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Cover: Covid-19 meant that we stepped up our 
campaigning and movement building online.

http://foei.org
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continuing business as usual under a green veneer, and 
to challenge the corporate capture of  decision making. 
Together with our allies, we mobilised internationally 
against human rights’ violations by transnational 
corporations, and their impunity, as well as against the 
excessive privileges they are granted through Free 
Trade, investment agreements and corporate bailouts. 

Importantly, we continued to advance our system 
change agenda. We made huge progress in proposing 
pathways to foster truly emancipatory and systemic 
peoples’ solutions and clear policy proposals to enable 
community forest management, food sovereignty and 
agroecology, economic justice, climate justice and a 
Just Transition. In a rich dialogue with our allies, our 
regions and programmes alike made steps towards  
a feminist framing of  the Just Transition.

We strengthened internationalist solidarity in our 
Federation, with our member groups and regions 
joining forces to engage in solidarity actions and  
resist the right wing and corporate push against 
peoples and the environment, which is taking place  
in so many places around the world.

We witnessed once again how a system structured 
around oppression and exploitation will do whatever  
it takes to silence the voices of  those leading 
collective struggles against structural racism and  
the destruction and grabbing of  their territories.

We denounced the murder of  Jehry Rivera, an 
indigenous leader from the Naso Bröran people in 
Costa Rica. Jehry fought for indigenous autonomy 
in the face of  land usurpers and extractive projects 

such as the Diquís Hydroelectric Project which was 
negatively affecting the community.

We condemned the murders of  George Floyd, 
Breonna Taylor, Tony McDade and Ahmaud Arbery 
and the systemic murders and state-sanctioned 
violence against Black People in the United States. 
We stood in solidarity and joined forces to denounce 
systemic racism and institutionalised oppression.

We also condemned the killing of  Mama Fikile 
Ntshangase in South Africa. As a member of  
the Mfolozi Community Environmental Justice 
Organisation (MCEJO) she was vocal in her concerns 
about the Tendele coal mine operations. We stand 
in solidarity with her family and the entire Somkele 
community to demand justice, so that the impunity  
of  the intellectual and material perpetrators of  this vile 
crime will not prevail.

Our struggle continues and, no doubt, we face huge 
challenges ahead. But our unique decentralised 
and democratic structure which is rather unique, 
allows us to be deeply rooted in the local struggles 
and come together internationally as we share a 
profound commitment to justice. Our shared political 
analysis and agenda, both within Friends of  the Earth 
International, but also with other social movements 
and organisations, is a strong basis for a greater 
convergence towards building peoples’ power, real 
peoples´ solutions and internationalist solidarity, while 
confronting the systems of  oppression and exploitation 
which are at the roots of  the systemic crises. 

We strongly value your ongoing support  
which is fundamental for  
our struggle and achieving 
a radical transformation 
of  our societies 
founded on justice. 
 
In solidarity,  
Karin Nansen,  
Uruguay,  
Friends of the Earth  
International Chair

Peasants, many of  whom are women, quickly 
undertook the responsibility to feed the people, and 
their diversified and ecological food systems became 
even more relevant for our societies. Local markets 
proved to be a real alternative for urban peoples, to 
avoid the deadly speculation of  the big supermarkets 
controlled by transnational corporations and powerful 
economic elites. Popular kitchens flourished, 
organised and sustained by the working class – 
unions, neighbourhoods and feminist organisations 
– providing food to millions of  people who lost their 
jobs, and migrants. As always women were at the 
frontline in responding to the crisis, sustaining not only 
the much-needed care work both for their families  
and communities, but also other types of  essential 
work in our societies, in public health, education,  
food processing, and other sectors.

In times of  crisis, what is most important becomes 
evident. Throughout the world the people grew to 
understand once again, that the right to food, water, 
energy, biodiversity and a healthy environment; as 
well as care work, public health systems, public 
services and social security are key to sustaining life. 
With the pandemic and its huge impacts, it became 
clearer that our societies need to organise themselves 
to provide for those in greater need while, at the 
same time, demand public policies that put life at the 
centre and ensure the realisation of  rights. It became 
all the more evident that neoliberalism does not 
prioritise saving lives and that a radical transformation 
is urgently needed to advance environmental, 
social, gender and economic justice and secure the 

sustainability of  life. Thus, the need for responses that 
contribute to dismantling the systems of  exploitation 
and oppression, including corporate power that 
generates and exacerbates the systemic crises, 
turned out to be crucial, along with responses based 
on international solidarity.

In this difficult context of  2020, our deep roots 
nurtured by a long history of  local and national work 
with communities and social movements around the 
world, combined with our internationalist perspective 
built together with our allies, allowed Friends of  the 
Earth International to organise rapidly at multiple 
levels to provide structural and justice-based 
responses to the pandemic, while also addressing  
the other interlinked systemic crises.

Our work at the local, national, regional and 
international levels was informed and strengthened by 
our common principles for a Just Recovery. Principles 
that were the result of  the Federation coming together 
to reach a common understanding and analysis of  
the root causes of  the health crisis and its links with 
the other systemic crises; its devastating impacts that 
extend beyond the tragic loss of  human lives, and 
avoid going back to what was considered ‘normal’ by 
making steps towards building the society we want.

Our commitment to dismantling patriarchy became 
even more pressing, as we witnessed the growing 
violence against women: stuck in unsafe homes 
with their aggressors; in their communities while 
leading collective struggles against corporate power, 
landgrabbing, deforestation, fossil fuels, mega dams 
and mining; in their jobs where their work and bodies 
suffered exploitative conditions; and institutionally 
when their rights are constantly violated. 

The dismantling of  the sexual division of  labour, and the 
re-organising of  care work as the shared responsibility 
of  society as a whole and the State, is a matter of  real 
urgency. Prioritising the struggle against all forms of  
oppression in our political agenda was reaffirmed, as 
we saw how the sanitary crisis and its consequences 
threatened the lives of  Indigenous Peoples, black 
people and communities, people of  colour, women 
and LGBTQ people. Together with our allies from the 
World March of  Women and La Via Campesina, we 
were able to learn about and integrate the analysis 
and principles of  Feminist Economy into our work.

It was difficult to mobilise on the streets or carry out 
face-to-face advocacy, yet through webinars and 
strategy meetings with allies, online mobilisation 
and participation and monitoring of  international 
negotiations, our international programmes managed to 
convey a strong critique against false solutions aimed at 

LETTER FROM  
KARIN NANSEN
FRIENDS OF THE EARTH 
INTERNATIONAL CHAIR

2020 was a year plagued by 
challenges as a result of the 
Covid-19 pandemic which 
exacerbated the existing crises 
we face. But at the same time, it 
also highlighted just how vital the 
inspiring work and real solutions 
of the peoples and communities 
around the world are.
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Protestors gather in Washington, D.C. to call for 
reform in the wake of George Floyd’s murder.
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https://www.foei.org/news/solidarity-denounce-murder-jehry-rivera-costa-rica
https://www.foei.org/features/assassination-mama-fikile-ntshangase-south-africa-human-rights
https://www.foei.org/features/assassination-mama-fikile-ntshangase-south-africa-human-rights
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Q: HOW DID WE CARE FOR  
OUR FEDERATION DURING  
THE PANDEMIC?
“Though it was a complicated and wearying year, it also 
changed the way we worked and organised ourselves,” 
reported Friends of  the Earth Asia Pacific, summarising 
a view shared across Friends of  the Earth International. 

As lockdowns spread across the globe, most activity 
moved online, from training to big events like our 
popular School of  Sustainability workshops and our 
AGMs. For our member groups whose work is based 
around mobilising communities to take collective 
action this was a dramatic change which needed new 
working methods and apps, surveys and pilots as well 
as grants to support those most in need. 

Our wellbeing group was set up in March and 
continued operating into 2021. We organised a survey 
about the impacts of  Covid-19 on groups, managed 
emergency grants and ran a well-received solidarity 
event and a wellbeing workshop.

Response from 37 member groups to our online 
survey (20 March – 19 April) showed that all faced  
a dramatic increase in online work. Issues included:

The need for research into and training for online 
tools for video conferencing and communication. 
With 90% of  our groups working online or from home 
we ran three webinars (in English and Spanish) to 
facilitate remote team working, wellbeing and share 
tips on becoming better at organising and creating 
inclusive spaces online. We also held an open session 
for all member groups in December to share stories  
of  hope, solidarity and inspiration.

Being at home meant an increase in care 
responsibilities (including children and family members) 
for many staff and key volunteers, particularly women, 
due to their socially-constructed role as caregivers. 
Many groups responded by being flexible, often 
agreeing reduced hours/workload at the same pay. 

Everyone on the planet was 
impacted by the Covid-19 crisis, 
but not in the same way. Covid-19 
meant that we stepped up our 
campaigning and movement 
building online. We also fought 
bailouts to fossil fuel and aviation 
corporations by drawing up clear 
policies for a Just Recovery. Here 
we summarise our Federation’s 
response to Covid-19 showing how 
the pandemic impacted our work 
and how we met the challenges 
head-on in all areas of  work and 
across all regions. Taboli-Manobo indigenous community from Mindanao, 

southern Philippines. Coping with the pandemic is 
made even more challenging with an industrial coffee 

plantation encroaching on their ancestral domain.

COVID-19 

RAISING 
OUR VOICE 

IN A  
PANDEMIC 

�Five�years�[after�the�Paris�Agreement],�we�find�our�world�mired�in�
higher inequality, deeper crises of increasing unemployment, fossil fuel 
projects and bailouts for the most polluting companies, not to mention 
a global Covid-19 pandemic. The roots of all these inter-related crises 
are�the�same:�extractivist,�profiteering�capitalism.�We�call�for�system 
change, community-owned renewable energy systems and rights for 
Indigenous Peoples and frontline communities, so they can continue 
to protect the ecosystems that nourish us and the planet.
dipti Bhatnagar, International Programme Coordinator for Climate Justice and Energy, December 2020 
https://www.foei.org/press_releases/five-year-anniversary-paris-agreement-climate-cop  
(see p12 for more about our Climate Justice & Energy programme). 

“

”
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https://www.foei.org/features/principles-for-a-just-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis
https://www.foei.org/features/planetary-crisis-system-change
https://www.foei.org/features/planetary-crisis-system-change
https://www.foei.org/peoplepowernow
https://www.foei.org/what-we-do/human-rights-defenders
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countries, abuse by police, and ineffectual, disjointed 
responses from governments to both the health 
and growing socio-economic crises. Globally some 
government’s measures to deal with Covid-19 have 
seen attacks on civil liberties and land grabbing that 
have left environmental defenders vulnerable (see p30 
for more on our Internationalist Solidarity System).

Our members reported a brutal increase in gender-
based violence in their societies especially in the 
home, that has been accompanied by new and  
more demands on women in terms of  care work  
and survival under extreme circumstances. The 
pandemic has shown how crucial care work is for  
the sustainability of  life in our families, communities 
and societies and for the defence of  our territories.

We made clear that recovery does not mean going 
back to the ‘old normal’. This is the time to prioritise the 
sustainability of  life, peoples’ rights and the protection 
of  livelihoods and the planet. In August 2020 we 
proposed four principles for a Just Recovery:

1   Abandon neoliberalism and austerity and 
immediately put in place policies and measures 
founded on justice, recognising ecological limits.  

2   Recovery measures should be built on 
and enhance multilateral cooperation and 
internationalist solidarity.  

3   Strengthening democracy and protecting human 
rights and peoples’ rights.  

4   Government must respond to the multiple systemic 
crises – of  the pandemic, inequality, climate, food, 
biodiversity and care – and their root causes, by 
pursuing a transformative system change agenda. 

This powerful collective political analysis helped the 
majority of  Friends of  the Earth member groups to 
share a common understanding of  the Covid-19 crisis 
and advocate for a Just Recovery at the national and 
local level. Together the progressive and environmental 
movements have contributed to the ‘Just’ recovery 
being part of  the global agenda. Many national 
political and public agendas have used the language 
of  a ‘Just’ recovery as a framework to respond to 
Covid-19. For example the UN secretary general, 
Chinese president, UNCTAD and many cities and 
local governments have used or called for a ‘Just’ or 
green recovery although the World Economic Forum 
is making use of  the term for its own false corporate 
solutions. Yet often the so-called ‘just recovery’ 
discourse and policies adopted by governments or 
international institutions only contain a few elements 
of  what Friends of  the Earth International would see as 
a Just Recovery able to create sustainable societies.

Q: HOW DID WE CAMPAIGN WHEN 
FACED WITH THE RISKS AND 
DIFFICULTIES RAISED BY COVID-19?
Many international meetings including the UN Climate 
and Biodiversity COPs were postponed until 2021 
as only essential travel was allowed. At home many 
countries banned gatherings of  more than three to 
ten people as social distancing laws or states of  
emergency were declared, halting public events, 
protests and international travel.

Meeting with government officials became impossible 
and environmental justice advocacy more difficult.

We identified that it is even harder for groups to stand 
up for environmental justice and Indigenous Peoples’ 
and local communities’ rights and to protect the 
environment. This led us to assign Covid-19 grants to 
Georgia, Honduras, Palestine and Sri Lanka. See p24 
for more information on Forests and Biodiversity. 

At the same time there was an explosion of  support 
for solidarity and community projects. Many Friends 
of  the Earth groups and activists are working directly 
with peasant, seed or social/community allies on 
these projects. We also actively supported public 
services and particularly health workers.

As campaigns were postponed or suspended our 
groups showed how Covid-19 is like other crises facing 
the Earth, another wake-up call for a just and sustainable 
recovery programme. Many started new campaigns:

n   Challenging government policies in response to 
coronavirus (see p24 for more on rights F&B).

n   Denouncing authoritarian measures (see p30 ISS).

n   Monitoring the governments and corporations 
using the crisis to profit (see all programmes).

n   Demanding that no government bailouts should go 
to polluting companies (see p12 CJE and p24 F&B).

n   Demanding that all government recovery funds are 
spent on a just and sustainable recovery, our Just 
Recovery (see p12 CJE).

World March of 
Women in Sao Paulo 
city carrying out a 
solidarity action of 
food distribution.

Forced into lockdown with families/
friends, losing jobs or contracting the 
virus and, in some countries difficulty 
accessing health treatments, led to varied 
personal impacts on staff and key volunteers 
including reduced staff motivation and mental health 
issues. Some groups ran collective or individual staff  
check-ins and set up buddy systems. Some provided 
protective equipment and disinfectant if  needed.  
We also provided shareable communication materials 
including videos and articles showing our solutions 
towards system change post-crisis. 

Funding uncertainty. Some groups are developing 
new funding strategies as we adapt grant plans or 
potentially lose regular donations from the public. 
We also shared emergency funds to member 
groups and communities in support of  humanitarian 
needs (sanitary products, livelihoods and childcare) 
especially those who work with Human Rights 
Defenders to build internationalist solidarity (see p30). 

The need to address digital security and connectivity.
After our May digital security guidance and survey 
of  83 people we found 30 still had internet problems. 
This led to 18 people with regional or international 
roles being given grants to help with connectivity. 

Q: HOW DID COVID-19 AFFECT 
OUR CAMPAIGNING?
Our vision for a Just Recovery from the Covid-19 
pandemic is based on environmental, social, gender 
and economic justice. Tapped into our networks we 
correctly predicted that the hardest hit will be the 
rural and urban working class, Indigenous Peoples, 

women, people suffering from racism, migrants, 
peoples living in areas of  war and conflict, the LGBTQ 
population, people in countries enduring economic 
blockages. Our response was to better implement 
cross-programme work so all regions and the 
Federation worked on a Just Recovery from Covid-19, 
that helps the world move towards system change.

We spoke out about the way the Covid-19 pandemic 
is fuelled by the current political-economic system 

that prioritises profits over peoples’ rights and the 
environment. We showed how neoliberalism 

and the financialisation of  nature impose 
significant obstacles to structural 

responses, which in turn make a global 
health crisis worse. For example:

n   Weakening of  public health and 
social security systems and 
public services (see p16 EJRN).

n   Dismantling of  workers’ rights 
and flexibilisation of  labour, see 
Mercosur-EU deal (see p16 EJRN) 
and Food Sovereignty (see p20 FS).  

n   Increased exploitation of  women’s work (see p9 
Just Recovery, p12 CJE and p28 GJDP).

n   The way in which neoliberalism gives extra power 
and privileges to transnational corporations, while 
reducing the role and position of  the state (see 
resisting TRIPS p16 EJRN, Food Sovereignty p20 and 
Post 2020 Framework p24 Forests & Biodiversity).

We were also the lead author in the largest grassroots 
assessment of  Covid-19 and food systems bringing 
together the voices of  millions of  small-scale food 
producers, workers, consumers, women and youth 
represented in the organisations that participate in 
the Civil Society and Indigenous Peoples Mechanism 
(CSM) to call for the UN Committee on World Food 
Security (CFS) to coordinate a global Human Rights 
based, Just Response to the Covid-19 food crisis and 
structural problems with the food system. This report 
was published in October. See p20 for more Food 
Sovereignty work.

The pandemic exposed existing inequalities across 
the world, bringing many undemocratic practices 
and an increase in poverty and violence. Across all 
countries, lockdowns impacted small businesses, 
farmers, informal traders and transport. The result has 
been a massive increase in food prices while millions 
of  jobs and sources of  income have been lost. 

Friends of  the Earth Africa report witnessing abuses 
of  power with increased militarisation across several 

Visitors to  
www.foei.org  
came from 

225
countries  

during 2020  
(142 in 2019)

In Togo, food sovereignty 
and solidarity kitchens 
have enabled communities 
to support themselves  
and each other during  
the Covid-19 pandemic.
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https://www.foei.org/features/principles-for-a-just-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis
https://www.foei.org/news/covid-19-coronavirus-crisis-system-change
http://www.csm4cfs.org/csm-global-synthesis-report-covid-19/
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REAL WORLD RADIO  
Our Real World Radio became an important place to 
share Covid-19 insights and discuss global solidarity 
responses and steps towards a Just Recovery

Three special shows – recorded in English, French 
and Spanish – highlighted the impacts of  Covid-19 
and government responses to the pandemic on 
peoples and territories. Participants from Friends 
of  the Earth groups and grassroots communities 
discussed the Peoples’ Path From Crisis to Recovery, 
including how the pandemic has aggravated crises in 
health, food, livelihoods and the environment and how 
it has affected people differently depending on social 
class, gender and region. They also looked at how 
people are taking care of  each other locally.

Participants pinpointed the role of  biodiversity loss 
and the food system in creating the conditions for 
the virus to arise. But they also stressed that these 
are products of  underlying injustices and structural 
failures in politics and economics that we must tackle 
if  we are to build a better world for the future.

“It is because of  this system that we have a 
pandemic,” said Perla Alvarez from CLOC-Via 
Campesina, Paraguay, during the Spanish language 
show. “It is a system that does not service the needs 
of  humans or the environment.”

Trashing of  ecosystems through the expansion 
of  agribusiness, industrial agriculture, mining, oil 
activities and mega-dams has gone on even in  
the face of  repeated warnings about the risks.  
As Tchenna Masso from the Movement of  Peoples 
Affected by Dams (MAB) in Brazil pointed out,  
“The system has no answers. What we have to  
rethink is the production model.”

Refocusing the economy toward the collective 
good emerged as a central concern. In the French 

language show Juliette Renaud from Friends of  the 
Earth France said that now is the time to dismantle 
the privileges enjoyed by transnational corporations, 
“in particular the protection and dispute settlement 
mechanism, ISDS.”

In the English language show participants explained 
how they moved environmental campaigning and 
education activities online, and brought local activists 
and communities along with them through web 
training sessions and toolkits.

Among the range of  pathways to a Just Recovery 
discussed in the shows, many are founded on work 
that Friends of  the Earth, its allies and communities 
have been doing since long before the pandemic.

Meena Raman from Friends of  the Earth Malaysia 
pointed out our campaigning track record on climate 
justice and the environment. “Many of  us have been 
pushing our governments to do what is needed – not 
bailing out corporations – helping the poorer sections 
of  society, ensuring that people are able to feed 
themselves. We have been pushing them to recognise 
the environmentally sustainable solutions we have 
been talking about for a long time. Friends of  the 
Earth International and its members around the world 
have been campaigning on this in every facet of  our 
economy and our lives.”

n   Highlighting the need for a feminist response to  
the crisis (see p28 GJDP).

We need a new economy that works for peoples and 
planet and integrates a feminist perspective. As the 
pandemic shocked the world, we initiated a Political 
Working Group, in which all our international structures 
came together in a collective effort to build an in-
depth and coherent political analysis of  the Federation 
in relation to the crisis, its context and impacts – 
including increased environmental, social, economic 
and gender justice threats – and for peoples’ power 
and sovereignty, and the most urgent policy changes 
needed in order to address these issues. 

As well as demanding system change, we used our 
online time to build stronger campaign partnerships, 
for example:

1  With 258 international and regional partners we sent 
an open letter to all World Trade Organisation (WTO) 
members on April 17. It called on them to stop all 
trade and investment treaty negotiations during the 
Covid-19 crisis. “The first and only priority should be 
to remove all obstacles… that hinder… affordable 
access to medical supplies.” See p16 for more 
Economic Justice Resisting Neoliberalism work.

2  Our letter to the G20 Agricultural Ministers (21 April) 
made clear that Covid-19 measures must ensure 
human rights and build the resilient, sustainable 
food system we desperately need. Even before 
the pandemic 820 million women and men were 
chronically hungry and 2 billion food insecure. See 
p20 for more Food Sovereignty work.

3   Together with over 600 civil society organisations, in 
October, we demanded that the little-known Investor 
State Dispute Settlement system (ISDS), included 
in many trade deals, should be suspended to Stop 
corporations profiting from the pandemic. We said 
public money should be used to save lives, not pay out 
billions in ISDS awards. Our three demands include:

	 n   Suspend all current ISDS cases during  
the pandemic.

	 n    Terminate existing agreements with ISDS.

	 n   Stop signing any future agreements that include 
ISDS. See p16 for more Economic Justice and 
Resisting Neoliberalism work

4  A webinar run with our allies the World March of  
Women and the Latin American Network of  Women 
Transforming the Economy (REMTE) on 30 June had 
100 people from at least 17 countries discussing 
Feminist Economics and Environmentalism for 
a Just Recovery: Outlooks from the South. This 
focused on solutions including better overlap 
of  social movements, internationalist solidarity 
and food sovereignty through agroecology; the 
transcript was published in November in English, 
Portuguese and Spanish. See p28 for more Gender 
Justice Dismantling Patriarchy work.

5  Feminist frontlines: responses to Covid-19 and 
the care crisis was the theme for international 
discussions held in August with member groups 
and analysis from the World March of  Women. 
Forced lockdown meant that many children, 
teenagers, women and LGBTQ people experienced 
more patriarchal violence in the home as they 
spent more time with their aggressors. Even before 
Covid-19, one in three women in the world endure 
sexual or physical violence in their lifetime, many 
from their partner/ex-partner, but the pandemic 
intensified violence against women and girls. At  
the same time there is a lack of  shelters or services 
for survivors and a lack of  state investment in 
public policies for prevention. Main proposals 
made during the discussions included the need 
to continue lobbying for public policies for the 
prevention of  violence and support for survivors, 
and strengthening our gender justice actions within 
our Federation in alliance with feminist and other 
movements for the prevention of  violence and 
dismantling of  patriarchal power relations. Friends 
of  the Earth Brazil’s Patricia Gonçalves said, “We 
must build anti-patriarchal, anti-racist, anti-capitalist 
solutions, based on a community perspective and 
on feminist relations.” See p28 for more Gender 
Justice Dismantling Patriarchy work.

6  The importance of  Internationalist Solidarity was 
brought to the fore in 2020. To accompany the 
launch of  our Just Recovery principles Friends 
of  the Earth International chair, Karin Nansen 
expressed our solidarity with those affected 
by the coronavirus crisis, particularly those 
already suffering from systemic inequalities and 
oppressions, in a video message in May. See p30 
for more Internationalist Solidarity System work. 

FEEDBACK FROM RWR LISTENERS

“ We are fans of the Real World Radio which is a very important 
reference of popular and internationalist communication for us.” 
Helena Zelic, World March of  Women

“ We would like to thank the comrades of Real World Radio for 
their dedication to the production of [the show] Voz Campesina.” 
CLOC-Via Campesina 2020 Year Report

“ We want to extend our compliments for the radio work that you 
carry out in the service of the citizens.” Olmedo Carrasquilla 
from Radio Temblor, Colectivo Voces Ecológicas of  Panama

Real World Radio – broadcast  
in English and Spanish

LOGGED VISITORS 
FROM 174 COUNTRIES 

(just 73 in 2019). 

ACTUAL VISITORS 
WERE UP TO 58,718 

(32,063 in 2019).

Across Uruguay community soup kitchens sprung up as a 
solidarity response to one of the most visible consequences 
of the COVID-19 crisis: hunger. The support of farmers is 
essential to keep these community kitchens going. 

Web training 
for indigenous 
women in the 

Philippines during 
the Covid-19 

pandemic. 
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https://rwr.fm
https://www.foei.org/features/covid-19-peoples-path-crisis-recovery
https://rmr.fm/entrevistas/covid-19-coronavirus-cambio-de-sistema-crisis-recuperacion-justa/
https://rmr.fm/entrevistas/covid-19-coronavirus-cambio-de-sistema-crisis-recuperacion-justa/
https://rwr.fm/interviews/covid-19-le-chemin-des-peuples-de-la-crise-a-la-reprise/
https://rwr.fm/interviews/covid-19-le-chemin-des-peuples-de-la-crise-a-la-reprise/
https://rwr.fm/interviews/covid-19-coronavirus-crisis-just-recovery-system-change/
https://www.foei.org/news/letter-world-trade-organization-wto-covid19-coronavirus-medicine
https://www.foei.org/news/g20-letter-covid19-coronavirus-human-rights-food-systems
https://www.foei.org/features/stop-isds-covid19-pandemic
https://www.foei.org/features/stop-isds-covid19-pandemic
https://www.foei.org/resources/publications/covid19-just-recovery-feminist-economics
https://www.foei.org/resources/publications/covid19-just-recovery-feminist-economics
https://www.foei.org/news/feminist-responses-covid19-care-crisis
https://www.foei.org/news/feminist-responses-covid19-care-crisis
https://www.un.org/en/addressing-impact-covid-19-pandemic-violence-against-women-and-girls
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DDrGl1rxtzg
https://rwr.fm
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JUST RECOVERY
Although the pandemic made it difficult to mobilise on 
the streets, travel or conduct face-to-face advocacy 
we were still able to have an impact, in particular linking 
the Covid-19 crisis to climate and the other crises the 
Earth is facing. By August we were able to launch our 
four key Just Recovery principles (see p9), and support 
Friends of  the Earth El Salvador, Costa Rica and Ghana 
to advocate for Just Recovery from the Covid-19 crisis at 
the national policy level. We held more than 50 internal 
online meetings, webinars and knowledge exchanges 
related to Covid-19 and Just Recovery. More than 40 
groups from across the Federation participated in this 
process, analysing the new health context, developing 
policy positions and strategies to influence governments 
and the public discourse. With the Economic Justice 
and Resisting Neoliberalism programme we built 
support for the Just Recovery agenda within our major 
global alliances including the Demand Climate Justice 
Campaign. Our Chair, Karin Nansen, spoke at a webinar 
organised by TNI on the Global Green New Deal with 
UNCTAD’s chief  economist. Friends of  the Earth Latin 
America & the Caribbean co-organised with La Jornada 
Continental an online conference on peoples’ recovery 
to the pandemic attended by over 2,000 people from 
eight countries. We also spoke at the Global Green New 
Deal webinar in November attended by over 300 people.

TACKLING FALSE SOLUTIONS
In 2020 we addressed the growing problem of  false 
solutions to the climate crisis. Building on our work 
against carbon markets at COP25 in Madrid we 
worked with allies against offsets. Our briefing A Leap 
in the Dark: the dangers of  bioenergy with carbon 
capture and storage warns that this unproven idea 
distracts from urgently needed climate action. While a 
joint publication with allies made clear the pitfalls of  Not 
Zero: how net zero targets disguise climate inaction. We 
also worked with allies on a new report, Chasing Carbon 
Unicorns: The Deception Of  Carbon Markets and “Net 
Zero” to be fully launched in 2021. We ran a webinar 

Our Climate Justice & Energy 
programme aims to:

n   mobilise at scale under a 
narrative of  planetary emergency 
and climate justice.

n   weaken the dirty energy sector by 
stopping harmful energy projects.

n    be recognised as a leading  
voice for a just peoples’  
energy system.

“The Liability Roadmap is a tool we can use to call to account  
those who have knowingly caused the climate crisis and make  
them pay. Not only that, it lays the foundations for systemic  
change – reducing corporate power and ensuring resources  
for the much-needed just transformation. 
Sara Shaw, Climate Justice & Energy Programme Coordinator at Friends of  the Earth  
International quoted in Energy Live News. Launched in September with our Make Big  
Polluters Pay alliance, the liabilityroadmap.org had visits from 99 countries; hashtags  
were seen over 7.8 million times; people and groups from all continents except  
Antarctica participated in the launch, reaching up to 77 million people.

”

Climate Justice  
and Energy (CJE)  

programme 
2020 programme highlights

THE POWER 
OF A JUST 
RECOVERY 

Community women with the solar 
panels which help power their village 

on the Banishanta union building, 
Sundarbans, Bangladesh.
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https://www.foei.org/features/principles-for-a-just-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis
https://demandclimatejustice.org/2020/04/22/covid-19/
https://demandclimatejustice.org/2020/04/22/covid-19/
https://www.tni.org/en/article/a-global-green-new-deal-webinar-recording
https://www.facebook.com/cop26coalition/videos/401356281009104/
https://www.foei.org/resources/publications/publications-by-subject/climate-justice-energy-publications/beccs-carbon-capture-dangers
https://www.foei.org/resources/publications/publications-by-subject/climate-justice-energy-publications/beccs-carbon-capture-dangers
https://www.foei.org/resources/publications/publications-by-subject/climate-justice-energy-publications/beccs-carbon-capture-dangers
https://demandclimatejustice.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/NOT_ZERO_How_net_zero_targets_disguise_climate_inaction_FINAL.pdf
https://demandclimatejustice.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/NOT_ZERO_How_net_zero_targets_disguise_climate_inaction_FINAL.pdf
https://www.foei.org/resources/publications/chasing-carbon-unicorns-carbon-markets-net-zero-report
https://www.foei.org/resources/publications/chasing-carbon-unicorns-carbon-markets-net-zero-report
https://www.foei.org/resources/publications/chasing-carbon-unicorns-carbon-markets-net-zero-report
https://www.facebook.com/cop26coalition/videos/743127396633663/
https://www.energylivenews.com/2020/09/21/global-coalition-launches-liability-roadmap-to-make-big-polluters-pay/
https://www.foei.org/press_releases/liability-roadmap-make-big-polluters-pay
https://liabilityroadmap.org
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denouncing false 
solutions, including 
geoengineering, at 
From the Ground Up, 
a gathering organised 
by the COP26 
coalition, which had 
over 400 participants 
in November and 
has had more than 
1,000 views.

Our work against Net Zero is having an impact among 
mainstream NGOs. This is critical to build strong 
opposition and challenge governments to abandon 
net zero and expose corporations.

MOBILISATION FOR THE  
CLIMATE CRISIS
While the Covid-19 health and economic crisis 
dominated the headlines the climate crisis continued 
apace. We were able to respond to events via media 
interviews and social media starting in January with 
the Australia bushfires and Indonesia floods and then 
the online youth climate strikes on 24 April. We also 
supported Friends of  the Earth Netherlands, Sweden 
and Norway with their climate legal cases and co-led 
on a key online mobilisation in June supporting JA!/
Friends of  the Earth Mozambique’s anti-gas fight  
and human rights’ abuses. We also supported  
allies launching their report on equity and climate 
justice in a managed phase out of  fossil fuels. We 
presented on climate justice at the Young Friends of  
the Earth Europe’s online summer camp, and the Asia  

Pacific and the Caribbean School of  Sustainability  
in November (see p35).

We were part of  the new Africa Climate Justice 
Group, which this year launched a website, sharing 
the Africa covid and climate justice statement. 
Building a strong climate justice movement in Africa 
is vital: real progress was made in developing unified 
positions and new resources as a basis for stronger 
coordinated climate justice action.

Although COP26 in Glasgow was postponed until 
2021 we participated in logistics, policy, mobilisation 
and communications work with Friends of  the Earth 
Scotland, England, Wales and Northern Ireland and 
Europe throughout 2020, running COP26 sessions  
at Europe’s Fossil Free meeting in February.

FIGHTING BIG POLLUTERS  
& CLIMATE LITIGATION
We worked actively with Friends of the Earth Netherlands 
during their historic climate case hearings in the Hague, 
in December, which saw thousands of  co-plaintiffs 
and supporters around the world demand Shell stops 
climate destruction. The Court outcome is due in May 
2021, however the case had huge global media impact 
with many journalists reporting that Shell was hampering 
the phase-out of  fossil fuels. We also supported many 
other groups in their work against dirty energy, including:

n   Togo successfully held back the drive to open up 
offshore oil drilling for another year and supported 
communities in understanding the fight.

n   Madre Tierra/Friends of  the Earth Honduras 
continued to fight destructive hydro in the Lenca 
region. 2020 proved a challenging year with 
continued repression, including under cover of  
Covid-19. Thanks to the politicisation and training 
work of  Madere Tierra and allies, the CILR (Lenca 
Indigenous Council of  Reitoca) managed to 
maintain the community resistance against the 
hydroelectric project which remains stalled.

n   JA!/Friends of  the Earth Mozambique played a 
huge role in fighting gas extraction in their country. 
We co-released a report with JA! and Friends of  
the Earth France in June 2020.

n   We presented at Friends of  the Earth Japan’s 
climate justice symposium, supporting the 
Yokosuka coal power plant-affected community 
including making a short film, hosting a gender 
justice workshop and meeting with the Japan Bank 
for International Cooperation (JBIC) to demand 
they don’t fund Mozambique gas exploitation.

n   Thabametsi coal plant was finally cancelled thanks 
to Groundwork/Friends of  the Earth South Africa 
and allies.

n   Friends of  the Earth England, Wales and Northern 
Ireland’s work with local communities to block 
the construction of  Druridge Bay opencast coal 
mine and block the third runway at Heathrow (the 
campaign got a win in Feb 2020, although this 
was later reversed). With them we will step up our 
climate litigation work across the Federation.

n   By the end of  2020 the UK government announced 
an end to overseas finance for fossil fuels due to 
the work of  Friends of  the Earth England, Wales 
and Northern Ireland and allies.

TRANSFORMING THE  
ENERGY SYSTEM
A Just Transition to a community-owned clean energy 
system is a crucial element of  our climate justice 
and energy work. African ecofeminist Just Transition 
work continued online, as did the Just and Feminist 
Transition workshops (planned to be held in Argentina) 
with webinars in three regions, during October and 
November (see p28 GJDP). We co-hosted the Global 
Feminist Frameworks for Climate Justice Town Hall in 
September; co-hosted a Just Transition gender justice 
session at the From the Ground Up in November; 
spoke at an UNRISD webinar; and joined PENGON/
Friends of  the Earth Palestine to speak about 
renewable energy and gender justice at a roundtable 
organised by the Global Initiative for Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights.

Our new booklet, 10 Demands for a transformed 
energy system, a summary of  our People Power Now 
publication was well received in the Just Recovery 
webinars and forums offering a real solution rather 
than the false solutions of  big business.

We continued financial support of  PENGON/Friends 
of  the Earth Palestine’s good energy work, especially 
their focus on empowering women, and were glad they 
were nominated for the Transformative Cities award.

People in Cabo Delgado are suffering 
not only because of the massive 
LNG [gas] projects on their lands and 
armed groups attacking them, but 
also because of their government’s 
apparent decision to prioritise private 
interests over their wellbeing. 
Anabela Lemos, JA!/Friends of  the Earth Mozambique 
Published on Aljazeera 7 March 2021 

”

“

Friends of the Earth Palestine/
PENGON implemented renewable 
energy projects. Solar-powered fans 
bring relief from the hot climate. 
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In 2020 we addressed 
the growing problem of 
false solutions to the 
climate crisis. Building on 
our work against carbon 
markets at COP25 in 
Madrid we worked with 
allies against offsets. 

Activists from Earthlife 
Africa demonstrate 

outside the court during 
the�hearing�of�the�first�
Thabametsi�coal-fired�

power station court 
case in March 2017. 
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https://www.facebook.com/cop26coalition/videos/743127396633663/
https://www.facebook.com/cop26coalition/videos/743127396633663/
https://www.foei.org/features/australia-bushfires-indonesia-flooding-climate-crisis
https://www.foei.org/take-action/gas-human-rights-covid-mozambique
https://www.foei.org/take-action/gas-human-rights-covid-mozambique
https://www.sei.org/publications/equity-climate-justice-and-fossil-fuel-extraction-principles-for-a-managed-phase-out/
https://www.foei.org/resources/gas-mozambique-france-report
https://www.foei.org/resources/gas-mozambique-france-report
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oOSEmmnzt4w
https://twitter.com/FoEint/status/1329017285588234240
https://twitter.com/FoEint/status/1304080521438400514
https://twitter.com/FoEint/status/1304080521438400514
https://twitter.com/FoEint/status/1233013782986788864
https://wedo.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Global-Feminist-Framework-Town-Hall-READER-FINAL.pdf
https://wedo.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Global-Feminist-Framework-Town-Hall-READER-FINAL.pdf
https://www.unrisd.org/unrisd/website/events.nsf/(httpEvents)/ADCC32AF979BEE7580258607003384C9?OpenDocument
https://www.foei.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/FoEI-People-Power-Now-manifesto-summary-ENG.pdf
https://www.foei.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/FoEI-People-Power-Now-manifesto-summary-ENG.pdf
https://www.foei.org/peoplepowernow
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2021/3/7/mozambican-journalists-lives-are-on-the-line-in-cabo-delgado
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RESISTING CORPORATE POWER
While many Friends of  the Earth groups and the 
communities we work with were in lockdown, or 
isolation, we continued to remain connected and 
act in solidarity by organising huge webinars, photo 
actions, phone link ups, twitter storms and carefully 
organised Covid-19 safe protests. When Shell faced 
Friends of  the Earth Netherlands in an historic court 
case for its climate wrecking activities, we coordinated 
an International Day of  Action to #StopShell in 
more than 20 countries, demonstrating huge global 
solidarity from our million plus supporters.

CALL FOR A BINDING TREATY
Negotiations online for a UN binding treaty for 
transnational corporations and other business 
enterprises with regard to human rights were 
problematic. Prior to the sixth round of  negotiations 
we joined the Global Campaign to Dismantle 
Corporate Power to argue that the second revised 
draft of  the binding instrument had “lost its soul”.

Collectively we criticised this year’s negotiation 
process for failing on inclusivity, especially for Southern 
governments and civil society. Online participation 
brought many challenges for those in different time 
zones, as sessions started at dawn for most of  the 
Americas. There were often internet connection 
difficulties that prevented the participation of  both civil 
society and states. The informal consultation did not 
provide interpretation, so we organised this for our 
members and allies including Movement of  Peoples 
Affected by Dams (MAB) and academics from the 
Center for Human Rights and Companies of  the Federal 
University of  Juiz de Fora (HOMA). Ultimately, we 
were able to make our voices heard to make sure that 
the Binding Treaty is more ambitious using live video 
interventions to the UN floor by Friends of  the Earth 
groups from Brazil, France, Indonesia, Mozambique, 
Philippines, Switzerland, Togo and Friends of  the 
Earth Europe in October. In addition, we also enabled 
the participation of  allies in Brazil – from HOMA and 
members of  La Via Campesina – who delivered oral 
interventions using Friends of  the Earth International’s 

Our Economic Justice & Resisting 
Neoliberalism programme aims to:

n   reduce corporate impunity 
through national regulation  
and a UN binding treaty.

n    win significant victories against 
the current trade and investment 
regime, helping to weaken it.

n     support more groups to  
promote our economic 
transformation agenda. 

“Despite�all�the�difficulties�that�hybrid�negotiations�entail,�we�will�
continue�to�fight�for�an�ambitious�and�effective�Binding�Treaty�
that secures real access to justice for communities affected 
by violations, and puts an end to the power of transnational 
corporations and their economic and legal structures. 
Leticia Paranhos Menna de Oliveira, Friends of  the Earth International’s  
Economic Justice & Resisting Neoliberalism Coordinator

”

Economic Justice  
& Resisting Neoliberalism  

(EJRN) programme 
2020 programme highlights

RESISTING 
CORPORATE 

POWER  
IN A 

PANDEMIC 

On�22�August�2019�flames�burned�five�hectares�of�forest�of�the�
Huni Kui people in Acre, Pará state, Brazil. The Pajé (Shaman) 

Isaka Huni Kuin said: “They think it is useless, that it is just wood, 
but it is extremely valuable. If the forest is destroyed, the wealth of 

knowledge�I�have�goes�with�it.�All�this�fire�make�me�very�sad.”
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https://twitter.com/search?q=%2523StopShell%2520%2540foeint&src=typed_query
https://www.foei.org/news/second-revised-draft-un-treaty-transnational-corporations-human-rights-statement
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ECOSOC badge. Despite all the limitations, we had 
an organised participation together with the Global 
Campaign, not leaving out any of  the points that 
are key to make sure that the Binding Treaty project 
is more ambitious and effective, both in terms of  
curbing power asymmetries and ensuring justice for 
communities affected by transnational corporations.

Some 67 countries participated in the negotiations, 
with many raising issues that we have long advocated 
for; including the need to respect the mandate and 
spirit of  Resolution 26/9 and that the scope of  the 
legally binding instrument must focus on transnational 
corporations. For the first time, there were state 
delegations arguing in favour of  direct obligations 

for transnationals as legal entities and guarantees for 
the primacy of  human rights over trade deals. These 
important negotiations to regulate transnationals 
worldwide will continue into 2021 and we will be there 
to demand rules for business and rights for people. 
Other highlights included:

n   Participation of  Pro Natura/Friends of  the  
Earth Switzerland meant we could have  
face-to-face participation.

n   More than 250 organisations are part of  the Global 
Campaign to Dismantle Corporate Power, so many 
of  our allies actively participated in the meetings 
including La Via Campesina, World Women’s 
March, Central Trade Union of  the Americas, 
Transnational Institute, Centre Europe:Tiers 
Monde, HOMA Center for Human Rights & 
Companies of  the Federal University of  Juiz de 
Fora, Fian International, Corporate Accountability 
International, Union of  Those Affected by Texaco-
Chevron UDAPT, Stop The Wall, and many others.

n   Despite Covid-19 limitations we helped civil  
society drive momentum for a historic UN Binding 
Treaty in October.

n   We published an advert in the Financial Times 
calling for support for the UN Binding Treaty, in 
collaboration with the Global Interparliamentary 
Network, and backed by more than 300 
parliamentarians urging states in particular to 
engage with the negotiations.

TOTAL IN COURT
January saw oil company Total’s abuses in Uganda 
heard by the French High Court of  Justice. This was 
an historic first: a legal action based on the French  
law of  Duty of  Vigilance of  Transnational Corporations. 
However the judges decided the case did not fall 
within their jurisdiction and needed to sit with the 

Commercial Court, a decision 
unfortunately confirmed by the 
appeal court in December, after 
a new court hearing in October. 
These rulings seem to contradict 
the spirit and main objective of  
the law, which is to protect human 
rights and the environment. The 
delays caused by this procedural issue 
are worrying as a new investigation by 
Friends of  the Earth France and Survie show  
human rights’ violations are escalating in Uganda  
and Tanzania, now affecting over 100,000 people.

RESISTING UNJUST BAILOUTS
We know from previous crises that transnational 
corporations are all too eager to use disasters to 
increase profits and power, so from day one of  the 
Covid-19 pandemic we have exposed unjust bailouts 
to the fossil fuel industry. We’ve also produced a video 
demanding a moratorium on the harmful Investor 
State Dispute Settlement (ISDS) and researched 
corporate capture of  different international institutions. 
We supported global south countries’ proposal for a 
waiver of  the Trade-Related Aspects of  Intellectual 
Property Rights agreement (TRIPS) in the World Trade 
Organisation through our 150,000 person strong 

social media channels. This change 
would mean more affordable 
and equal global distribution 
of  Covid-19 vaccines rather 
than boosting pharmaceutical 

corporations’ profits.

MERCOSUR-EU  
DEAL OPPOSITION

With Friends of  the Earth Brazil we launched 
Burning Amazonia: A Global Corporate Crime (see 
p24 F&B). The new report offered insight into the 
Amazon context and the fires that occurred in 2019, 
as a warning of  the potential impacts of  the harmful 
Free Trade Agreement between Mercosur and the EU, 
and which our member groups in Latin America and 
Europe, working with allies from trade unions, peasant 
and feminist organisations have delayed for another 
year. Tactics include strategic advocacy by Friends of  
the Earth Europe at the EU parliament, plus Friends 
of  the Earth Argentina powerfully communicating the 
impacts to the public, sign-ons and mass mobilisation 
amongst social networks in Brazil and detailed 
technical trade analysis from Friends of  the Earth 
Uruguay. Now political opposition is also growing 
against the deal as the government and leaders in 
France and Ireland threaten to block it.

CASE STUDY 
Together with our allies we ensured that the 
Transformative Cities Award shared powerful 
stories of a Just Recovery and system change 
initiatives from around the world. Two of our 
groups (Amigos da Terra Brasil/ Friends of 
the Earth Brazil and PENGON/Friends of the 
Earth�Palestine)�were�among�the�12�finalists�
with more than 10,000 people voting online 
for their favourite initiative. The award was 
complimented by national grants for our 
member groups and communities’ allies to scale 
up their projects for a Just Recovery. This is 
part of our strategy to learn and be inspired by 
each other’s successes building local to global 
solutions for system change.

It is insanity to continue a business-as-
usual agenda in the WTO during the 
pandemic. Governments should listen to 
global needs and act accordingly. A new 
agenda, focused on putting the global 
economy at the service of the global 
good, should emerge as a result. 
Opinion column by Deborah James quoting a  
letter from more than 400 civil society organisations 
including Friends of  the Earth International,  
Asia Times, 7 May 2020 

”

“

Friends of the  
Earth International

2,248,500 
Tweet impressions 

during 2020

CaSanAT’s initiative in Porto 
Alegre, Brazil, a space for 
social activists and volunteers 
to come together for 
community discussions and 
action on socio-environmental 
issues, was shortlisted for the 
Transformative Cities Award. 

Total in Court: Friends of the Earth France, 
Survie and affected communities’ members 
outside the Nanterre High Court. 
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https://www.foei.org/press_releases/united-nations-binding-treaty-human-rights-covid19
https://twitter.com/FoEint/status/1321060637397667840
https://www.foei.org/no-category/total-abuses-uganda-french-high-court-of-justice-declares-itself-incompetent-duty-vigilance-law
https://www.foei.org/no-category/total-abuses-uganda-french-high-court-of-justice-declares-itself-incompetent-duty-vigilance-law
https://www.amisdelaterre.org/communique-presse/total-uganda-case-in-france-the-court-of-appeal-of-versailles-refers-to-the-commercial-court/
https://www.foei.org/press_releases/total-uganda-france-court-appeal-human-rights
https://www.amisdelaterre.org/communique-presse/a-nightmare-named-total-in-uganda-new-report-reveals-extent-of-violations-by-french-oil-major-on-the-eve-of-the-appeal-court-judgement-in-duty-of-vigilance-case/
https://www.foei.org/features/stop-isds-covid19-pandemic
https://twn.my/announcement/signonletter/CSOLetter_SupportingWaiverFinal.pdf
https://twn.my/announcement/signonletter/CSOLetter_SupportingWaiverFinal.pdf
https://www.foei.org/resources/publications/burning-amazonia-eu-mercosur-free-trade-agreement
https://transformativecities.org
https://www.foei.org/news/letter-world-trade-organization-wto-covid19-coronavirus-medicine
https://asiatimes.com/2020/05/the-insanity-of-business-as-usual-trade-negotiations/
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COVID-19 INSPIRED ACTION  
FOR A JUST RECOVERY
We built on our 2019 success at seeing the UN 
Committee on World Food Security (CFS) recognise 
agroecology as the transformative solution for a food 
system in crisis, by linking the Covid-19 food crisis 
and structural problems with the food system to call 
for food sovereignty for a Just Recovery.

In April we sent a joint letter, with allies, to the G20 
Ministers about the Covid-19 crisis as closed borders 
and lockdowns highlighted the extreme fragility of  
a food system in which 820 million women and men 
were chronically hungry and 2 billion suffered from 
food insecurity. We made clear that all Covid-19 
measures must respect Human Rights and build the 
resilient, sustainable food system we desperately need.

In August we held four webinars – the first looked at 
the challenges of  new technologies in agriculture and 
their food sovereignty impacts and was attended by 
46 participants from Australia, Bangladesh, Belgium, 
Brazil, Czech Republic, El Salvador, Finland, France, 
Haiti, Honduras, Malaysia, Netherlands, Palestine, 
Philippines, Scotland, South Africa, Spain, Togo, 
Uruguay and USA. The next webinar discussed 
the CFS process for policy recommendations on 
agroecology. We also exchanged analysis and 
strategy about Covid-19 with allies via several 
webinars in the CSM working group on Covid-19 for  
the UN World Food Security.

As part of  the CSM working group we were the lead 
author of  the largest grassroots assessment on food 
security, nutrition and Covid-19. This report was 
presented to UN agencies in October. It was part of  
advocacy efforts calling on the UN Committee on 
World Food Security to coordinate a global human 
rights based, just response to the Covid-19 food crisis 
and structural problems with the food system. It led 
to commitments from delegates and the CFS chair 
that we hope will lead to practical, action-oriented 
guidance to Governments (see p 9-10). 

“ We are facing acute, interconnected crises – hunger, malnutrition, 
biodiversity loss, the climate crisis, growing inequality and poverty. 
What we need are real solutions, not more greenwashing from 
agribusiness. Real solutions – public regulation for agroecology and 
food sovereignty – require dismantling corporate power, redistributing 
resources, re-localising food systems and ensuring small scale 
producers have control. Food is a human right not a commodity.
Kirtana Chandrasekaran, Friends of  the Earth International on Agility PR News  
13 October 2020

”

Food Sovereignty 
 (FS) programme 

2020 programme highlights

TRANS- 
FORMATIVE

AGROECOLOGY 
FOR  

SYSTEM 
CHANGE 

Our Food Sovereignty programme 
aims to:

n   strengthen the food sovereignty 
movement and contribute to its 
political positions and actions.

n   strengthen food sovereignty 
through policy and  
peoples’ initiatives. 

n   weaken the expansion  
of  agribusiness.

Agroecology is an act of resistance for Nuie Anak Sumok, one of 
the leaders of the women’s group, seen here next to vegetables 

she grows along the roadside for the community agroecology 
and agroforestry project in Sungai Buri, Sarawak, Malaysia.
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https://www.foei.org/news/g20-letter-covid19-coronavirus-human-rights-food-systems
http://www.csm4cfs.org/csm-global-synthesis-report-covid-19/
https://www.agilitypr.news/%25E2%2580%2598Junk-Agroecology%25E2%2580%2599-How-Corporations-are-12863
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In addition to our input to the 
Just Recovery principles (see p9) 
we made films showing how food 
sovereignty can be the answer to a 
Just Recovery from Covid-19. Filmed 
in December with Friends of  the Earth 
Mozambique, Philippines, El Salvador, Malaysia, 
Uruguay and Togo, they are due for launch next year.

DISMANTLING TRANSNATIONALS
With allies we challenged the problematic corporate 
takeover of  UN and democratic spaces through our 
mapping research, webinars, and letters calling for 
a democratic reset. In October we launched a global 
campaign to challenge the UN Food Systems Summit 
(UNFSS). Our letter to the UN Secretary General 
against the summit was supported by more than 
550 organisations. We also presented our concerns 
to governments at the UN CFS plenary.This resulted 
in UNFSS leadership taking steps to address our 
concerns such as embedding Human Rights better  
in the summit action tracks.

Our Junk Agroecology report exposed how corporations 
are co-opting peoples’ solutions to the food crisis. 
We then worked on a manual to share knowledge 
about how collective rights of  peasants, Indigenous 
Peoples, fisherfolk and nomads can be protected 
by the UN Declaration of  the Rights of  Peasants 
and other rural peoples (UNDROP). Recognition of  
collective rights are a crucial component of  initiatives 
like agroecology and Community Forest Management.

As part of  our Internationalist Solidarity Support 
we stand in support of  the Indian farmers’ in their 

historic protests against the deregulation and 
corporatisation of  agriculture as they 

struggle for food sovereignty, anti-fascism, 
democracy and human rights.

PROMOTING 
AGROECOLOGY  
AS A PATHWAY TO 
FOOD SECURITY
We continued campaigning for 

the Committee on World Food 
Security (CFS) to agree global 

recommendations for agroecology. 
Friends of  the Earth International facilitates 

the Civil Society & Indigenous Peoples’ 
Mechanism for relations with the UN World Food 
Security working group (CSM) on agroecology 
feeding into the CFS process. We kept up the 
pressure during these complicated and sometimes 
chaotic negotiations.

It was a fast-paced series of  meetings that were not 
inclusive, due to lack of  translation of  documents 
or interpretation at meetings. Although this did not 
affect CSM participation, because the working 
group provided translation and interpretation for 
its members, it did affect the participation of  some 
governments. In addition, people living in regions/
countries with connectivity problems and other 
important voices from movements, and also those 
countries that do not have many staff  in Rome were 

left out, an experience that was echoed in 
other UN spaces this year (see p16 EJRN).

It took until the end of  November to know 
that the second round of  negotiations will 
be on 29-31 March and 3-7 May 2021. 
Even at this stage we expect a very tough 
negotiation process, due to the severe 
differences between governments. Some 
governments are willing to pair agroecology 
with “other innovative approaches” which 
opens the door to the inclusion of  false 

solutions, (gene editing, etc). The interlinkages 
between human health and the environment  
and ecology have been objected to by some 
governments; and there is a significant resistance  
on language about the use, reduction and phasing 
out of  agrotoxics.

IMPLEMENTATION of FAO TOOL
As technical facilitators of  the IPC working group on 
agroecology, we are following the implementation of  
the FAO Tool for Agroecology Performance Evaluation 
(TAPE). Through this process, we continue to push 
the Food and Agriculture Organisation of  the United 
Nations (FAO) to support our vision and proposals on 
agroecology, although keeping up momentum has 
been a struggle.

In November, FAO officials virtually updated us  
on TAPE implementation as we discussed possible 
collaboration in 2021. Some country-level pilots  
are yielding positive initial results. This is creating  
a positive knock-on effect as improved information 
helps to increase the number of  countries  
interested in using the TAPE tool and will greatly 
contribute to the food sovereignty movement’s  
work increasing peoples’ and decision makers’ 
support for agroecology.

CASE STUDIES FOR 
AGROECOLOGY MAPPING  

MALAYSIA
Wherever the government is pushing the one-
crop cash-crop model, agroecology is an act 
of resistance. Nuie Anak Sumok, who leads a 
women’s group, supported by Sahabat Alam 
Malaysia/Friends of the Earth Malaysia helps 
her family, community and the environment 
with every chilli, pineapple and courgette she 
produces on her roadside plot in Sarawak. As 
she says: “We can’t afford to plant only one crop 
–�we�have�to�do�what�is�of�more�benefit�to�us.”

MOZAMBIQUE
After a land rights win, supported by JA!/
Friends of the Earth Mozambique, Namaacha 
village farmers have adopted agroecology and 
communal farming as they get back to planting 
cabbage, onion, beans and lettuce and to tend 
their bananas, tangerine, lychee and papaya 
trees. Gizela Zunguze from JA! says: “In these 
struggles�of�land�conflict�and�decision�making,�
women’s involvement is very important.”

Gizela Zunguze from JA!/Friends 
of the Earth Mozambique working 

with Namaacha village farmers 
as they adopt agroecology and 

communal farming.

Friends of the  
Earth International

110,224    
Facebook likes  

in 2020
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As part of our Internationalist 
Solidarity System we supported 
the Indian farmers in their historic 
protests against the deregulation 
and corporatisation of agriculture.

©
 A

m
elia C

ollins/Friend
s 

of the E
arth International 

©
 A

m
elia C

ollins/Friend
s of the E

arth International 

Awareness and training programme for 
woman on agroecology (sustainable 
farming) with Sahabat Alam Malaysia 
(SAM) in Sarawak, Malaysia. 

https://www.foei.org/features/principles-for-a-just-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis
http://www.csm4cfs.org/open-call-civil-society-indigenous-peoples-engagement-respond-un-food-systems-summit/
https://www.foei.org/features/junk-agroecology-corporations-co-opting-peoples-solutions-food-crisis-covid-19
https://www.foei.org/news/india-farmer-protest-food-sovereignty-human-rights
https://www.foei.org/news/india-farmer-protest-food-sovereignty-human-rights
http://www.fao.org/agroecology/tools-tape/en/
http://www.fao.org/agroecology/tools-tape/en/
https://www.foei.org/news/agroecology-resistance-malaysia
https://www.foei.org/news/agroecology-resistance-malaysia
https://www.foei.org/news/blogs/agroecology/mozambique-land-rights-acroecology
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TACKLING BIODIVERSITY LOSS
Before the second open-ended working group of  the 
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) we sent a 
forceful message making it clear that the draft of  the 
global biodiversity framework rescue plan to stop 
extinction and tackle biodiversity loss is not ambitious 
enough and lacks urgent targets for saving peoples 
and nature.

Our Friends of  the Earth International delegation 
including representatives from Argentina, Switzerland 
and Sri Lanka (Nigeria had visa issues when the 
meeting was moved to Rome because of  Covid-19) 
were active in the meeting itself  as well as working with 
the CBD alliance on, for example, protecting the CBD 
from detrimental influence of “mainstream conservation” 
NGOs. Our work on the ground and with the CBD 
alliance included proposals for the text that will be 
considered by parties for the next round of  negotiations. 

We supported member groups in Argentina, Bosnia  
& Herzegovina, Costa Rica and Malaysia to lobby at 
the national level on the post 2020 process and the 
implementation of  CBD decisions in their own countries. 

We organised a debate with the CBD Alliance on the 
Post 2020 UN Framework, and were able to get a 
common position based on justice and fairness signed 
by 31 organisations. This resulted in the publication of  
DOs and DON’Ts for a successful global biodiversity 
framework used by many of  these organisations to 
lobby the Convention on Biological Diversity.

We continued our analysis of  the hopelessly weak 
draft zero of  the Post 2020 Framework and came up 
with alternative proposals. A new draft is out, but we 
are still analysing it to see how our elements have 
been taken on board.

Although the Post 2020 Framework discussions made 
the whole world focus on forests and biodiversity 
issues, it seems that this is bringing an increasing 
interest by transnationals into biodiversity decision-
making processes including a rise in untenable 
offsetting proposals and voluntary initiatives.

Our Forests & 
Biodiversity programme  
aims to:

n   slow or stop the 
financialisation  
of  nature.   

n   advance a political 
framework favouring 
community forest 
management.

n   slow the expansion 
of  agro-commodity 
plantations into 
forested areas.

“The current draft plan… won’t prevent the sixth mass 
extinction or build a fairer and safer future. It requires 
binding rules to ensure we start living within planetary 
boundaries,�reduce�inequality,�address�corporate�conflict�
of interest and ensure rights for Indigenous Peoples and 
Local Communities. In short we need system change.
Nele Mariën, Forests and Biodiversity Coordinator at Friends of  the Earth 
International, in The Ecologist, 24 February 2020.

”

Forests &  
Biodiversity (F&B) 

2020 programme highlights

ADDRESSING  
THE DIRE 
STATE OF  

THE  
NATURAL 
WORLD 

Fisherfolk protesting against 
the proposed Penang 

South Reclamation project, 
Malaysia, as part of SAM’s 
work on the Convention on 

Biological Diversity.
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https://www.foei.org/features/draft-cbd-global-biodiversity-framework-assessment
https://www.foei.org/features/draft-cbd-global-biodiversity-framework-assessment
http://www.cbd-alliance.org
https://www.foei.org/resources/publications/dos-and-donts-cbd-global-biodiversity-framework
https://www.foei.org/resources/publications/dos-and-donts-cbd-global-biodiversity-framework
https://www.foei.org/press_releases/global-biodiversity-plan-cbd-weak
https://theecologist.org/2020/feb/24/we-need-system-change
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STANDING UP FOR 
INTERNATIONALIST SOLIDARITY 
We identified that during the pandemic it is even 
harder for groups to stand up for environmental 
justice, Indigenous Peoples’ and Local Communities’ 
rights and to protect the environment. To help we 
assigned Covid-19 grants to Friends of  the Earth 
Georgia, Honduras, Palestine and Sri Lanka.

RIGHTS AND COMMUNITY  
FOREST MANAGEMENT
We deepened the understanding of  the need for a 
strong Indigenous Peoples’ and Local Communities’ 

rights framework to better enable the implementation 
and recognition of  Community Forest Management 
(CFM) in legislation and public policies. We defined 
a Friends of  the Earth International position and 
produced a report, Essential Rights for Community 
Forest Management. A second report was published 
after analysis of  17 international agreements, Community 
Forest Management: how it is supported in international 
agreements. We ran two webinars in November, 
focusing on the situation regarding rights at the national, 
regional and global level with a view to improving our 
lobbying work. The first, attended by 19 people from 
Argentina, Colombia, Costa Rica, Honduras, Malaysia, 
Netherlands, Spain, Togo and Uruguay, focused on the 
current state of  the essential rights such as Community 
Forest Management. The second had 21 participants 
from Argentina, Belgium, Colombia, El Salvador, Finland, 
Liberia, Honduras, Netherlands, Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland and Uruguay and looked at how the UN 
recognises those rights and shared lobbying experiences 
on rights in Liberia and Argentina. Following the webinars 
it is clear that there is a lack of  implementation of  rights, 

with defenders suffering attacks and killings. The fight for 
the respect and implementation of  rights and the use of  
legal mechanisms is a good strategy but the rights need 
to be appropriated by the local communities and our 
groups before the use of  legal actions. The discussions 
gave rise to many ideas for our work in 2021.

RIGHTS AND THE 
FINANCIALISATION OF NATURE
This year we identified and analysed the main 
characteristics of  false solutions linked to the 
financialisation of  nature, to be shared in 2021.

To strengthen the capacity of our groups, Latin America & 
the Caribbean (ATALC) and Asia Pacific (APAC) designed 
a workshop for each region. The ATALC workshop was 
attended by five organisations and the APAC workshop 
by seven groups (around 25 people at each) to 
review the concept and impacts of  the financialisation 
of  nature. Both regions looked at further capacity 
building, participation in the Convention on Biological 
Diversity (CBD), national and regional mechanisms 
and policies that entail financialisation of  nature, and 
interregional coordination to improve understanding.

AMAZONIA FIRES
This is a global corporate crime as we make clear in 
our September report Burning Amazonia: a global 
corporate crime which warns about the need to stop 
the Mercosur-EU Free Trade Agreement (see p16 
EJRN). We worked with Friends of  the Earth Brazil, 
the Economic Justice and Resisting Neoliberalism 
programme and Internationalist Solidarity team to 
organise a webinar in October for 40 people about 
the Amazonia fires in English, Spanish, French and 
Portuguese. This led to a deeper understanding of  the 
causes of  the increase in fires during 2019 at a time 
when there was 11% more rain, and also the demands 
of social movements in Brazil. The aim is for our solidarity 
to have more impact in the future and disrupt the 
capitalist, racist and patriarchal system and the current 
far right, conservative, genocide and neoliberal 
administration of  Bolsonaro. Participants 
came from Argentina, Belgium, Brazil, 
Colombia, Costa Rica, Denmark, 
Finland, Malaysia, Spain, Sweden, 
Togo, UK, Uruguay and USA.

Related reports included Friends 
of  the Earth Brazil’s What really 
happens in the Amazon forest? 
published in May and a July article 
on www.foei.org The military model 
destroying the Brazilian Amazon.

SUPPORTING AFRICAN  
PEOPLE’S TRIBUNAL
The Peoples’ Tribunal in Africa continues to expose 
the negative impacts agrocommodities have on 
forests, biodiversity and local communities. This 
year the tribunal called for peoples’ solutions and 
highlighted the need to strengthen Indigenous 
Peoples and Local Communities’ rights (see p32).

CASE STUDY  
PROTECTING PEOPLES & 
NATURE FROM HYDROPOWER
In Georgia resistance to a plan to construct a 
hydropower plant, thereby destroying a national 
park�and�local�communities,�was�extra�difficult�
due to Covid-19 restrictions. Thanks to a 
grant, Friends of the Earth Georgia held online 
consultation meetings, did social media work 
and ultimately halted the construction of the 
hydropower plant for now. Further protection  
for the park is also on the national agenda.

CASE STUDY
MALAYSIA FISHERFOLK
Fisherfolk involved in an administrative 
challenge are aware of the importance of  
the�Malaysian�government’s�ratification�of�the�
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) as 
they�need�their�fishing�territory�to�be�protected.�
They fear the destruction of their livelihoods 
and the marine ecosystem by the proposed 
Penang South Reclamation (PSR) project. 
Sahabat Alam Malaysia/Friends of the Earth 
Malaysia�met�with�the�fisherfolk�regularly�
and translated key materials from English 
to Bahasa Malaysia and the local language 
for the community. This helped strengthen 
the�fisherfolk’s�capacity�and�shared�detail�
about their campaign against the project. In 
November�local�fisherfolk�held�a�public�webinar�
to speak about the importance of preserving 
marine biodiversity and the adverse impacts  
of this massive project on their livelihoods.

Nature has a social, cultural and spiritual 
value. By putting a price on nature we reduce 
it solely to the ecosystem services it provides. 
It is impossible to put a price on nature. 
When a price is put on nature it can then be 
bought or sold. Does it make sense? Money 
buys the right to destroy nature. There is no 
guarantee that nature can be regenerated.
Isaac Rojas, Friends of  the Earth Costa Rica in the film  
(November 2020), Financialisation of  Nature: a false solution to  
the biodiversity crisis. A second film was also produced in 2020: 
The Financialisation of  Nature will not halt its destruction. 
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DoN’TS
DON’T ALLOW FOR ANY REGRESSION

Make sure the new GBF is stronger than the current strategic plan, includes at least

all the content and ambition of all Aichi targets, ensures continuity in its

implementation, and shows no reduction of ambition in any single area.1
DON’T BUILD THE GBF ON “VOLUNTARY” COMMITMENTS

Each party must contribute their fair share to make sure the world lives within

planetary boundaries, and this cannot be on a voluntary basis. A scenario that would

leave a gap between what is planned and the outcomes we need, and hoping it can

later be “ratcheted up” is not acceptable. The GBF should be based on binding rules,

not voluntary commitments. All this means we need 2030 targets whose ambition

levels are close to what is required to fulfil the 2050 vision. 

2

DON’T OVERSIMPLIFY THE GBF

The GBF must be a coherent policy framework, and needs to respond to all the

necessary levels of complexity which are required. Focussing on simplicity would

run the risk of omitting many important aspects. The GBF is not a communication

exercise but a framework for action. Once it is decided upon, communication experts

can promote it to the relevant audiences.

3

DON’T SET AN APEX TARGET

Biodiversity is immensely complex, and cannot be captured in one –or even a few-

overarching metrics and related targets. Trying to do so will by definition mean

countries fail to pay attention to other important aspects, and may even lead them

to counterproductive decisions for biodiversity

4

DON’T TRUST VOLUNTARY CERTIFICATION 

OR CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

The cumulative effort required to save biodiversity goes far beyond what voluntary

commitments and/or certification can offer. These have also been used to convince

decision makers not to implement strict regulatory controls. Set up a monitoring

and accountability framework for the private sector, including verification

mechanisms for certification and binding rules for disclosure of information, in order

to ensure public scrutiny of such activities.

6

DON’T COMMERCIALISE BIODIVERSITY, 

MAKE IT MARKET-DEPENDENT, OR ALLOW OFFSETTING

Do not include: offsetting, “no net loss”, net positive or “average" gain, or Nature-

based Solutions. The promise of restoration should never be used to allow

destruction elsewhere. Conserving existing natural habitats should always have

priority. Do not allow a price to be put on nature, or create any markets for

biodiversity offsetting.

7

DON’T EMPLOY ANY TECHNOLOGICAL SOLUTIONS TO BIODIVERSITY

LOSS OR THE CLIMATE CRISIS, WHICH MAY PRESENT NEW THREATS 

TO THE ENVIRONMENT AND THE PEOPLES OF THE WORLD

Further technological development cannot tackle the root causes of the environmental

crisis. Indeed, many technologies risk further endangering the environment and should

be tightly regulated or rejected. High-risk technologies such as geoengineering,

(including Bioenergy Carbon Capture and Storage - BECCS), Terminator Technology,

Synthetic Biology, and Gene Drives, for example, should not be deployed.

8

SUPPORTED BY
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to counterproductive decisions for biodiversity.

DON’T ALLOW CONFLICT OF INTEREST TO UNDERMINE 

THE GBF NOR ITS IMPLEMENTATION.

Don’t allow stakeholders that have objectives that run contrary to the objectives of

the convention to influence CBD decisions. Most businesses and corporations, as

well as their representative sectoral organisations represent interests related to

profit-maximisation, not biodiversity interests.

5
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DON’T INCLUDE ANY TARGETS THAT CALL FOR AN INCREASE 

IN PRODUCTION

Increase in production is not a competence of the CBD. Even if an increase in

production of food were needed (after reducing food waste, and developing better

distribution measures, etc), this would be the competence of the Food and Agriculture

Organisation and the UN Committee on Food Security, and the CBD would need to

maintain oversight to ensure that this is done in a sustainable way.
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DOSDO PROVIDE PUBLIC FINANCE FOR BIODIVERSITY

All countries shall have a national budget sufficient to address biodiversity

conservation. Developed countries shall contribute to the budgets of developing

countries through the mobilisation of new and additional public financial resources

that are secure and stable so that biodiversity programs can be sustained over time.

Developed countries shall set aside a sufficient budget for this (at least x% of the

national budget), which shall be revised and adjusted as new information emerges.

11

DO HAVE PROPER CONSERVATION PLANS 

AND AREAS THAT DELIVER FOR BIODIVERSITY

Make sure all conservation and restoration efforts are oriented to full ecosystem

functionality and resilience. Specific measures oriented at just one aspect of

ecosystem services, such as carbon storage, shall not be counted as ecosystem

conservation or restoration. Ensure the right conditions for all species - from keystone

species to insects and microorganisms- to thrive, and act on threats against them.

Set up strategies for protection of wildlife, including the development of a culture of

true coexistence. Properly manage Area Based Conservation, in collaboration with

Indigenous Community Conservation Areas (ICCAs) wherever these exist. Give full

support to the IPLCs that are protecting natural areas and respect their knowledge.

Do not exclude them from Protected Areas. Develop measures to protect all types of

12

DOS
DO HAVE A STRONG PRINCIPLE-BASED FOUNDATION

Recognise the principles on which the Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF) and its

implementation shall be based: the precautionary principle, respect for human

rights and indigenous rights, a gender and intergenerational perspective, justice and

equity, benefit sharing, respect for all knowledge systems, and the recognition of

the intrinsic value of nature. Make sure polluters are held responsible for the

damage they cause, both towards nature and affected communities. Ensure the GBF

complies with the founding principles of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)

and the Rio Conventions overall.

1

DO MAKE SURE WE LIVE WITHIN PLANETARY BOUNDARIES

Define the limits of production and consumption that depend on, and extraction of

resources that destroy, biodiversity. Ensure targets add up to living well and

equitably within those limits. Make sure the Convention’s objective of sustainable

use of biodiversity gets honoured.

2

DO INCLUDE A RIGHTS-BASED APPROACH

Protect environmental defenders, as well as the ecosystems they defend. Ensure

Human Rights are not violated in the implementation of any biodiversity measures.3

DO ENSURE THERE’S NO FINANCE 

FOR BIODIVERSITY DESTRUCTIVE ACTIVITIES

Identify, and completely phase out and redirect ALL perverse incentives including

subsidies for industrial livestock and aquaculture production, and set up a clear

timeline and verifiable sub-targets to ensure implementation. Redirect such

incentives to activities that are protective of ecosystems. Generate regulation that

leads to divestment from activities that cause ecosystem destruction.

10

established and applied, taking into account the reasons for non-compliance by

developing countries and providing the support they may need.

Do address the direct drivers that were identified by the IPBES global assessment

report. Set up work and coordination programs about these aspects of the direct

drivers that correspond to or impact on the realm of the CBD. The most powerful

drivers are industrial-scale fisheries and intensive agriculture. The CBD has the

competence and the responsibility to regulate the biodiversity impacts of these

sectors, and propose biodiversity consistent ways to do so.

6

DO ADDRESS EQUITY AND CROSS-BORDER IMPACTS

Address the impacts on biodiversity and equity of resource extraction and production

of commodities across country boundaries and regions and along supply chains, the

so-called telecoupled impacts. Reflect them in national reports. Set up legislation that

reduces and ultimately eliminates these adverse impacts. Make sure every country both

contributes and receives their fair share. Those countries with an excessive historical

and per capita environmental footprint shall reduce it to fair levels for everybody.

7

DO APPLY A WHOLE GOVERNMENT APPROACH 

AS THE MAIN TOOL IN MAINSTREAMING

Strengthen mainstreaming of biodiversity in all sectors, as an integral part of the

framework, with a structure or mechanism that ensures its effective

implementation in the long run. The main instrument in mainstreaming needs to

be a Whole Government Approach, to ensure that every part of the government

implements the GBF aspects within their competence, by setting up stringent

regulations, ideally overseen at Head of State level, ensuring overall policy

coherence. Poor governance and corruption must be addressed.

8

DO ASSUME A COORDINATING ROLE WITHIN THE UN 

Enable the Convention on Biological Diversity to actively oversee all issues related to

biodiversity and its destruction, including those related to root causes and drivers.

Establish platforms to communicate the impact the decisions of other UN spaces are

having on biodiversity, and what level of response is required. Follow up on progress.
9

DO SET UP TECHNOLOGY ASSESSMENT

Establish a mechanism that: scans the horizon for all new technologies being

developed that could have detrimental impacts on biodiversity; carries out risk

assessments to understand the implications, assesses direct and indirect negative

impacts and verifies claims of benefits; develops risk assessment guidance and sets

up regulations and accountability mechanisms based on the precautionary approach.

16

DO ENSURE CONTINUITY & IMPLEMENTATION 

OF THE CARTAGENA AND NAGOYA PROTOCOL

Both Protocols have to be an integral part of the GBF, including implementation work

plans. Make sure all genomic and nucleic acid technologies are fully covered, under

the Convention and the Protocols, according to where each aspect fits best. Ensure

that biodiversity as well as human rights are protected and guaranteed in the use

of Digital Sequence Information, including benefit sharing. 

17

DO PROHIBIT ANY MAJOR DISTURBANCE OF NATURE

Prohibit any process or project that causes major disruption to ecosystems.

Amongst activities to be banned are: mountaintop removal mining, deep-sea mining,

arctic drilling, fracking, large-scale cutting of primary forests, drainage of peatlands

etc. Also gradual processes with significant cumulative effects shall be banned.

Urgently assess development plans for infrastructure. 

19

DO PROMOTE AGROECOLOGY AND OTHER COMMUNITY BASED SOLUTIONS

Study, promote, create enabling conditions and reduce hurdles for the implementation

of food sovereignty, agroecology, small-scale family farming and fisheries, in ways

that also enhance inherent agricultural biodiversity within peasant seeds, livestock

breeds and local fisheries, thereby sustaining the resilience of agroecosystems.
18

DOSecosystems. Ensure that together they preserve a healthy biosphere. Ensure they are

sufficiently big and connected to thrive, and cope with the effects of climate change.

DO TAKE CARE OF BIODIVERSITY IN ALL AREAS

Set up specific policies and measures to ensure that biodiversity is well preserved

in all areas, including those intensely used by humans, such as agricultural and

urban areas. This includes setting standards for sustainable use, designing green

areas, and eliminating harmful pollution.

13
DO STRENGTHEN IMPLEMENTATION

Strengthen National Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans (NBSAPs), with

standardized formats and related National Reports, in line with the structure of the

GBF, in order to enhance comparison and transparency. Ensure NBSAPs:

•    are built with participation of all sectors of the population

•    are regularly updated, ensuring integration of the GBF within 2 years

•    include roadmaps and milestones for implementation 

•    address all the biodiversity protection requirements 

•    involve all relevant ministries, ensuring they protect biodiversity in their sectors

•    are implemented at all levels, national and local

•    contribute in a fair and equitable way to the need to live well within planetary

boundaries 
•    address biodiversity destruction caused by national consumption patterns and

business in third countries, thereby implementing article 3 of the convention 

•    provide strong support to community conservation initiatives

14

DO SET UP ACCOUNTABILITY AND COMPLIANCE 

& ENFORCEMENT MEASURES

Include proper and effective monitoring, review and accountability systems,

harmonised at CBD level, to make sure implementation is effective. These

monitoring systems shall also include critical review by non-State public interest

actors and include implementation of Article 20 of the CBD. In the case of a) failure

to establish a NBSAP b) inadequacy of the NBSAP to address the GBF and biodiversity

issues or c) non-compliance with the NBSAP, enforcement mechanisms shall be

15

Recognise that Biodiversity loss undermines people s ability to enjoy many human

rights, including human health and a healthy environment. Make ecocide punishable,

and recognise the right of ecosystems not to be destroyed. Guarantee, protect, and

amplify the rights of IPLCs, providing the enabling conditions to protect their territories,

ecosystems and biodiversity, and ensure equitable distribution of the benefits of

natural resources. A rights-based approach should under no circumstances imply

rights for corporations or individuals to exploit or consume resources unsustainably.

DO HAVE FULL AND EQUAL PARTICIPATION FOR IPLCS

AND OTHER RIGHTS-HOLDERS

Put in place effective mechanisms to ensure full participation in all decision-making

processes regarding biodiversity, and any projects related to its conservation and

restoration. Place special emphasis on participation by those affected by its loss -

such as IPLCs, peasants and small scale food producers, small scale fishers, women,

and youth - at all levels, local, national and international. Address power imbalances

in participatory processes. Guarantee full access to information for rights-holders

regarding all projects that could possibly damage biodiversity. Guarantee Free Prior

and Informed Consent and the right to oppose projects on principle.

4

DO ADDRESS THE ROOT CAUSES AND INDIRECT DRIVERS

OF BIODIVERSITY LOSS

The Global Assessment Report on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services adopted in

2019 by the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and

Ecosystem Services (IPBES) tells us an important root cause of biodiversity loss is

the current economic system of unsustainable use and the destruction of

biodiversity resources by all economic sectors. This is also linked to other indirect

drivers, such as unsustainable consumption/production patterns, particularly of the

rich. Root causes have to be addressed systemically. As a first step, set up

mechanisms that address them, such as the Whole Government Approach. Adopt

regulations obliging multinational corporations based in their countries to apply the

highest national and/or international standards for the environment and human

rights in operations by themselves or subsidiary companies in third countries.

5

DO ADDRESS THE DIRECT DRIVERS OF BIODIVERSITY LOSS

6

,

Our�leaflet�“DOs�
and DON’Ts for 

a successful 
global biodiversity 

framework” was 
used by many 
organisations 

to lobby the 
Convention on 

Biological Diversity.

We�produced�two�films�to�explain�the�
complex but devastating principles of 
the�financialisation�of�nature.�
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We supported The Peoples’ Tribunal in 
Africa as it continued to expose the negative 

impacts agrocommodities have on forests, 
biodiversity and local communities.
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https://www.foei.org/resources/publications/essential-rights-community-forest-management
https://www.foei.org/resources/publications/essential-rights-community-forest-management
https://www.foei.org/resources/publications/community-forest-management-how-it-is-supported-in-international-agreements
https://www.foei.org/resources/publications/community-forest-management-how-it-is-supported-in-international-agreements
https://www.foei.org/resources/publications/community-forest-management-how-it-is-supported-in-international-agreements
https://www.foei.org/resources/publications/burning-amazonia-eu-mercosur-free-trade-agreement
https://www.foei.org/resources/publications/burning-amazonia-eu-mercosur-free-trade-agreement
http://www.amigosdaterrabrasil.org.br/2020/05/31/what-really-happens-in-the-amazon-forest/
http://www.amigosdaterrabrasil.org.br/2020/05/31/what-really-happens-in-the-amazon-forest/
https://www.foei.org/news/militarisation-amazon-brazil
https://www.foei.org/news/militarisation-amazon-brazil
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zAZ4pkD1Ego
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zAZ4pkD1Ego
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GMOWyPRxHfk
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movements, internationalist solidarity and building 
food sovereignty through agroecology.

FEMINIST FRONTLINES
Our Feminist Frontlines: Response to Covid-19 and 
the Care Crisis publication (see page 6)  
stemmed from three international 
webinars of  the same name organised 
in August with more than 30 member 
groups and several key allies, 
including the World March of  
Women, working in five languages. 
Discussions focused on the 
impacts of  the pandemic on 
women, how we understand these 
impacts from a patriarchal, racist, 
classist and LGBTQ perspective and 
the need for a just and feminist recovery 
from the pandemic.

The Working Group was also part of  the coordination 
team formed to organise an international seminar on 
a Just Energy Transition & Feminism (postponed to 
2021) and then adapted their plans to organise three 
regional webinars in October on the same theme. This 
saw the participation of  more than 35 member groups 
and allies, who were invited to share their analysis and 
reflections and/or participate, including World March 
of  Women, WoMin, Trade Union Congress of  Nigeria, 
Trade Union Confederation of  the Americas, Grassroots 
Global Justice, Indigenous Environmental Network and 
MAB/MAR (Movement of  People Impacted by Dams). 

These were important collective spaces for alliance 
building, making visible the patriarchal impacts  
of  dirty energy and exchanging and developing  
a feminist analysis of  a Just Energy transition. 

In 2020, the commitment to integrate gender justice at 
regional level was once again evident, despite 

the challenges of  adapting to an online 
environment. Running a safe space 

before Friends of the Earth Africa’s AGM 
enabled women leaders to exchange 
experiences about the patriarchal 
impacts of the Covid-19 pandemic 
in their countries and strategise 
together for the ongoing integration of  

gender justice in their region, resulted 
in a women’s communique being 

presented and approved at their AGM. 
In the Latin American & Caribbean (ATALC) 

region, groups discussed Friends of the Earth 
International’s Policy on Violence and Sexual Harassment 
and proposals for ongoing gender justice work. This 
led to the region renewing its commitment to integrating 
gender justice dismantling patriarchy in internal policy, 
territory level action and within allied spaces. 

The Working Group ended 2020 by developing 
feminist capacity building tools for the Federation that 
will be launched next year: a feminist popular education 
manual Sowing the seeds of  gender justice to dismantle 
patriarchy, and a manual and poster to support member 
groups to implement Friends of  the Earth’s Policy on 
Violence and Sexual Harassment (developed in 2019).

TRANSFORMATIVE POWER  
OF GENDER JUSTICE
Our grassroots, anti-capitalist, feminist analysis  
was key to understanding the patriarchal impacts  
of  the Covid-19 pandemic on women and other  
social groups, and to defending a life and care-
centred Just Recovery from the crisis (see p9).

Our Federation worked closely with feminist allies 
who are leading the way on gender justice, such as 
the World March of  Women (WMW) and WoMin. The 
WMW took part in almost all our webinars this year – 
all three Feminist Frontlines international discussion 
spaces, and two of  the three Just Energy Transition 
and Feminism international webinars, led by Latin 
America & Caribbean (ATALC) and Asia Pacific 
(APAC), and also in Friends of  the Earth Africa’s 
women-only meeting before their AGM. 

We participated in an impressive range of  actions  
to mark International Women’s Day of  Struggle  
(8 March) online and in the streets, raising our 
collective voice for women’s autonomy and rights, 
gender justice, and feminist solidarity. Groups that 
mobilised on the streets included Indonesia, Chile,  

El Salvador, Mexico, Tanzania, Mozambique, 
Bosnia and Herzogovina, England, Wales 
and Northern Ireland, Spain and Malta. 
We also published a new booklet Why 
Gender Justice & Dismantling Patriarchy? 
Reflections and stories from Friends of  the 
Earth International Federation, as a tool 
for political formation and activism within 
member groups and with allies. 

When the pandemic started it quickly 
became clear that Covid-19 and the 
measures enacted by governments to 
protect and control populations were 
having a brutal impact on women and 
the LGBTQ population. From mid-March 
onwards the Working Group revised the 
work plan, working intensively across the 

Federation to understand, analyse and make 
visible these patriarchal impacts at the same 

time as providing strategic input for a life and care-
centred Just Recovery from the crisis. This included 
the fundamental demand that care work is valued, 
recognised as work in our internal structures, and 
reorganised in our societies – with shared responsibility 
between men, women and the state (see p9).

The Federation made the reorganisation of  care work 
and the building of  a care economy key principles in 
2020. This led to Friends of  the Earth Africa’s women’s 
communique to the regional AGM; childcare support 
offered to delegates of  the Latin America and the 
Caribbean (ATALC) AGM; an official communique 
to the Federation in July to recognise the burden of  
care work and to encourage member groups to put 
in place support systems and measures for those 
who have care responsibilities and reaffirming our 
gender justice commitment to reorganising care work 
internally and in society. 

Following a webinar in June, we published a report 
Covid-19 and the crisis of  capital: the sustainability of  
life and peoples’ sovereignty are the solution with the 
World March of  Women and REMTE. More than 100 
people from 17 countries participated in the webinar 
to discuss a Just Recovery by strengthening social 

Our Global Federation  
2020 highlights

MOBILISATION & 
STRENGTHENING 
THE NETWORK 

“The problems we are facing right 
now are not by accident, and they 
cannot be reduced to their individual 
elements. Climate change is linked 
with racism, genocide, patriarchy 
and other such systemic oppressions 
that have unfolded over centuries.
dipti Bhatnagar Why’s Climate Justice a Feminist 
Issue? 5 November 2020 

”

Friends of the  
Earth International

46,104    
Twitter followers  

by end 2020

Groups from Chile, El 
Salvador, México, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, England, 
Wales and Northern Ireland, 
Spain, Malta, Mozambique, 
Tanzania and Indonesia online 
and in the streets raising our 
collective voice for women’s 
autonomy and rights, gender 
justice, and feminist solidarity 
on International Women’s Day.

Gender 
justice and 
climate justice 
workshop in 
Japan at the 
start of 2020.
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Our Global Federation:  
A year in which we stepped up the fight for 
gender justice and renewed internationalist 
solidarity to protect defenders of  territories 
and peoples’ rights.

Friends of the Earth Argentina sisters prepare food in 
the peoples’ canteen run by the Movimiento Nacional 
Campesino Indígena (MNCI) – Vía Campesina. During the 
lockdown, the canteen was serving food to 300 neighbours.
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https://www.foei.org/news/feminist-responses-covid19-care-crisis
https://www.foei.org/news/feminist-responses-covid19-care-crisis
https://www.foei.org/resources/sowing-gender-justice-dismantle-patriarchy
https://www.foei.org/resources/sowing-gender-justice-dismantle-patriarchy
https://www.foei.org/features/principles-for-a-just-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis
https://rwr.fm/photo-gallery/we-resist-to-live-we-march-to-transform/
https://www.foei.org/features/gender-justice-dismantling-patriarchy-booklet-stories
https://www.foei.org/features/gender-justice-dismantling-patriarchy-booklet-stories
https://www.foei.org/features/gender-justice-dismantling-patriarchy-booklet-stories
https://www.foei.org/features/gender-justice-dismantling-patriarchy-booklet-stories
https://www.foei.org/news/feminist-responses-covid19-care-crisis
https://www.foei.org/resources/publications/covid19-just-recovery-feminist-economics
https://www.foei.org/resources/publications/covid19-just-recovery-feminist-economics
https://www.wen.org.uk/2020/11/05/whys-climate-justice-a-feminist-issue-dipti-bhatnagar/
https://www.wen.org.uk/2020/11/05/whys-climate-justice-a-feminist-issue-dipti-bhatnagar/
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INTERNATIONALIST  
SOLIDARITY SYSTEM

INTERNATIONALIST SOLIDARITY  
IN ACTION
In 2020 we continued to develop our systematic and 
holistic response to human rights’ violations and 
attacks on defenders of  territories and peoples’ rights 
around the world. Our internationalist response differs 
from other approaches to this issue, allowing anyone 
to accompany struggles against injustice in any part 
of  the world, responding to them as our own cause. 
As individuals we play an important role in organising 
ourselves for the transformation of  our societies in 
pursuit of  system change. Solidarity means standing 
up and mobilising against all forms of  oppression, such 
as patriarchy, racism, colonialism and against violence. 

Our Internationalist Solidarity System works through a 
decentralised team in each region that uses all aspects 
of  the system to act from the local to national level, via 
the regional and international, through four areas of  
work: political formation; analysis and documentation; 
rapid response and mobilisation for political action.

In 2020 we started to develop the digital side of  our 
International Solidarity System, as part of  our new  
foei.org website which is due to be launched next year. 
The digital platform will showcase the struggles we are 
supporting, allowing us to learn more about their history 
through deep political analysis. It will also help us respond 
rapidly to violations by mobilising internationalist support 
for threatened peoples and communities, according 
to their needs and wishes. We also plan to share 
educational resources on the new platform to enable our 
network and allies to deepen knowledge about defenders 
of  territories’ rights and Indigenous Peoples´ rights.

SUPPORTING STRUGGLES
The neo-colonial activities of  transnational corporations 
has led to a shocking escalation of  political violence 
and attacks on defenders and peoples’ rights. The 
covid pandemic saw no reduction in attacks during 
2020. The struggles we supported included:

n   Denouncing the murder of  environmental 
defenders Jehry Rivera Rivera in Costa Rica 
(February) and Mama Fikile Ntshangase in South 
Africa (October) (see p32).

n   In Colombia we received alerts that more than 
280 people have been murdered in 73 massacres 
(November). This dreadful escalation of  violence 
has been exacerbated by confinement measures 
and by forms of  control and repression by the 
right-wing government during the Covid-19 
pandemic. We are greatly concerned that these 
acts of  violence systematically target peasants, 
indigenous peoples, Afro-descendant communities 
and grassroots organisations of  women, youth and 
children. It must be investigated with monitoring by 
international human rights organisations. Colombia 
must also comply with international law regarding 
Human Rights, Children’s Rights and Women’s Rights. 

n   Condemning Israel’s move to forcefully annex 
significant parts of  the occupied Palestinian 
territories from 1 July 2020. The forced annexation 
plan of  a large part of  the Palestinian West 
Bank would see Israel control Palestinian lands 

and natural resources, and isolate Palestinian 
communities. It also violates the Geneva Convention.

n   Sahabat Alam Malaysia/Friends of  the Earth 
Malaysia helped local communities resist land 
grabbing with territorial mapping, community action 
and legal support (see p20 FS).

n   Standing in solidarity with the Indian farmers’ 
movements and demanding that the government 
repeal three acts; provide legal guarantee of  
Minimum Support Price; Repeal Electricity 
(Amendment) Bill 2020 and release political 
prisoners. There is no food sovereignty without 
small farmers (see p20 FS).

n   Standing in internationalist solidarity with Cabo 
Delgado, where French interests in gas mega 
projects are ravaging the northernmost region 
of  Mozambique and devastating communities. 
Gas extraction in Mozambique is fuelling human 
rights’ abuses, poverty, corruption, violence and 
social injustice. We launched an action to demand 
justice and reparation for the peoples of  Cabo 
Delgado and for the transnational corporations to 
be held to account, addressed to the Mozambican 
government, Total and other transnational 
corporations, the UN and African oversight bodies. 
The letter was signed by 204 organisations. 

“Ntshangase’s life will serve to 
reinforce community resistance  
and inspire other communities 
around the country too.
The Mercury, Cape Times, Pretoria News  
reporting on the murder of  environmental  
defender Mama Fikile Ntshangase.

”

Denouncing the murder of 
environmental defender Jehry 
Rivera Rivera in Costa Rica.
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In 2020 we started to develop the digital side 
of our Internationalist Solidarity System.

“Internationalist solidarity is vital.  
It must be central to our strategies  
for articulating our struggles. We have 
learned from the peoples of #Cuba to 
see the struggles of communities and 
peoples around the world as part of 
our own struggle.
Karin Nansen, Friends of  the Earth International Chair, 
#JornadaContinental On Twitter @FoEint 4 November 2019

”

Internationalist solidarity – the International 
Peoples´ Meeting “Berta Cáceres Lives 
on”, celebrated in April in Honduras.
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CASE STUDY
SOLIDARITY WITH THE GARIFUNA 
COMMUNITY, HONDURAS

On 18 July 2020, four members of the Afro-
Indigenous Garifuna Peoples’ Organisation of 
Honduras (OFRANEH), were abducted from their 
homes by armed gunmen wearing national police 
uniforms. The indigenous Garifuna community 
of Honduras has suffered systematic attacks 
for several years. These attacks are mostly 
perpetrated by banana and oil palm companies 
and more recently by land grabbers for housing 
and tourist developments. OFRANEH’s long-
standing democratic and legitimate commitment 
to defending the territory, and their ongoing 
public denunciation of violations of peoples’ 
rights and their own human rights has made 
them targets. Garifuna Peoples have not been 
consulted about any of the projects developed 
by these companies, as is legally mandated 
in order to comply with the right of Indigenous 
Peoples to Free, Prior and Informed Consent, 
under the International Labor Organization’s (ILO) 
Convention�169,�ratified�by�Honduras�in�1995.

Through the Internationalist Solidarity System, 
Friends of the Earth International developed 
a holistic strategy to support the struggle in 
Honduras. We denounced the situation and 
called on the international community around the 
world to add their voices to monitor closely the 
unfolding of these events. A letter addressed to 
the Honduran government was signed by 72 civil 
society organisations and was covered widely 
in the press. Furthermore, the Internationalist 
Solidarity System’s regional focal points contacted 
Members of the European Parliament (MEPs) 
to raise awareness of the Honduran context 
and the threats and crimes directed towards 
communities and organisations. Some MEPs took 
the initiative to organise a webinar on Human 
Rights’ violations in Honduras and the role of the 
EU, sharing testimonies of affected communities 
about the serious human rights’ violations taking 
place in Honduras, often linked to the practices of 
European companies. As a result of the webinar 
57 members of the European Parliament sent a 
letter to the Honduran Government supporting 
Friends of the Earth International´s demands.

https://www.foei.org/take-action/solidarity-
human-rights-garifuna-honduras

http://foei.org
https://www.foei.org/news/solidarity-denounce-murder-jehry-rivera-costa-rica
https://www.foei.org/features/assassination-mama-fikile-ntshangase-south-africa-human-rights
https://www.foei.org/news/internationalist-solidarity-colombia-human-rights
https://www.foei.org/news/israel-annexation-palestine-solidarity-human-rights
https://www.foei.org/news/israel-annexation-palestine-solidarity-human-rights
https://www.foei.org/news/israel-annexation-palestine-solidarity-human-rights
https://www.foei.org/news/malaysia-defending-territories-indigenous-peoples-rights
https://www.foei.org/news/malaysia-defending-territories-indigenous-peoples-rights
https://www.foei.org/news/india-farmer-protest-food-sovereignty-human-rights
https://www.foei.org/news/india-farmer-protest-food-sovereignty-human-rights
https://www.foei.org/take-action/gas-human-rights-covid-mozambique
https://www.foei.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/EN-Moz-letter-with-all-signatories-final-2.pdf
https://www.groundwork.org.za/heroes/Fikile_Ntshangase.php
https://twitter.com/FoEint/status/1191277403030593536
https://www.foei.org/take-action/solidarity-human-rights-garifuna-honduras
https://www.webwire.com/ViewPressRel.asp?aId=262808
https://www.foei.org/take-action/solidarity-human-rights-garifuna-honduras
https://www.foei.org/take-action/solidarity-human-rights-garifuna-honduras
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http://foeafrica.org/ 

Friends of  the Earth Togo took the lead 
launching the region’s first website to 
increase visibility for its member groups 
in Cameroon, Ghana, Liberia, Mali, 
Mauritius, Mozambique, Nigeria, Sierra 
Leone, South Africa, Tanzania, Togo, 
Tunisia and Uganda. The website will 
help better deliver campaigns, cross-
movement solidarity and increase capacity 
for collective action.

In June our call, with allies, for African governments 
and institutions to recognise Africa climate justice was 
soon supported by 191 organisations (see p12 CJE).

Our work calling for a strong UN Binding Treaty (see 
p16 EJRN) Cases for a binding treaty – corporate 
impunity in Africa and the appeal of  affected 
communities has resulted in the documenting of  
several cases of  corporate impunity in the region. 
The report will be launched in 2021 and will help 
strengthen the African narrative and voices calling for 
a strong and effective UN treaty, with demands that 
speak directly to the context of  the region, and serves 
as an advocacy tool for the groups in the region who 
are mobilising around the UN treaty process, as well 
as supporting affected peoples in their struggles  
for justice.

Campaign win: the HCSA, a voluntary standard that 
agribusinesses use to assess their impact on forests 
has ruled that Golden Veroleum Liberia, controlled 
by the world’s second largest palm oil company 
Golden Agri-Resources, must restore over 1,000 
hectares of  deforested land customarily owned by 
local communities and these findings were widely 
reported. The complaint was originally filed in July 
2018 after collaboration by three groups – Sustainable 
Development Institute/Friends of  the Earth Liberia, 
Milieudefensie/Friends of  the Earth Netherlands and 
Friends of  the Earth US.

AFRICAN PEOPLES’ TRIBUNAL
In November the African Peoples’ Tribunal organised 
in Lagos, and virtually across the continent, by 
Friends of  the Earth Africa ended with a call on 
governments of  10 African countries to ensure that 
the human rights of  freedom of  speech, expression, 
and association of  citizens and persons who brought 
cases of  abuses before the tribunal are respected 
and protected.

The tribunal found companies wanting in Cameroon, 
Cote D’Ivoire, Ghana, Gabon, Sierra Leone, Liberia 
and Mozambique. In all of  the cases international 
financiers, including development banks, private 
banks, investment funds and pension funds from 
all corners of  the world, are found to be controlling 
and financing controversial rubber, palm oil and 
timber plantation companies. The verdict was widely 
reported in the media, including on TV.

Recommendations include governments immediately 
setting up a mechanism to review existing arrangements 
with plantation corporations, openly and transparently 
engage with communities and revert wrongfully 
acquired lands and forests to the communities. 

A look at 2020 across our global 
federation from Africa, Asia Pacific, 
Latin American and the Caribbean, 
Europe and Canada and the USA. 

REGIONAL 
HIGHLIGHTS

REMEMBERING 
MAMA FIKILE  
“Why are pro-mining advocates never murdered?” 
was the question asked by Groundwork/Friends 
of the Earth South Africa documenting the brutal 
murder of human rights’ defender Mama Fikile 
Ntshangase and Somkhele Community’s  
struggle against the Tendele coal mine. Mama 
Fikile was gunned down at her home in the 
presence of her grandchild on 22 October. Her 
crime? Speaking out about the environmental 
and climate injustice the community was facing 
because of a coal company.

The death of Mama Fikile Ntshangase has 
brought attention to the urgent reality of human 
rights’ defenders, and need for multilateral 
internationalist solidarity within the Federation 
and supporting organisations (see p30 ISS).  
It has also seen an international call for the 
speedy investigation into the murder of Mama 
Fikile by the South African government, who  
were failing to act with urgency.
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AFRICA

The Peoples’ Tribunal in Africa ended 
with a call on governments of 10 

African countries to ensure that the 
human rights of persons who brought 

cases of abuses before the tribunal 
are respected and protected.

“I refused to sign. I 
cannot sell out my 

people. And if need 
be, I will die for my 
people.” Murdered 

activist, Mama Fikile 
Ntshangase.

http://foeafrica.org
http://highcarbonstock.org/hcsa-grievance-mechanism/hcsa-gm-2018-1/
https://frontpageafricaonline.com/front-slider/independent-complaints-panel-finds-golden-veroleum-liable-of-destroying-liberias-forests/
https://frontpageafricaonline.com/front-slider/independent-complaints-panel-finds-golden-veroleum-liable-of-destroying-liberias-forests/
http://foeafrica.org/african-peoples-tribunal-to-dismantle-power-of-industrial-plantation-corporations-building-people-power/
https://africanpeoplestribunal.org/african-peoples-tribunal-carpets-transnationals-operating-in-africa/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6tscIAMfkOY
https://www.groundwork.org.za/heroes/Fikile_Ntshangase.php
https://www.groundwork.org.za/heroes/Fikile_Ntshangase.php
https://www.groundwork.org.za/heroes/Fikile_Ntshangase.php
https://www.foei.org/features/assassination-mama-fikile-ntshangase-south-africa-human-rights
https://www.foei.org/features/assassination-mama-fikile-ntshangase-south-africa-human-rights
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TRANSFORMATION
On 16 October, International Day of  Action for 
Peoples’ Food Sovereignty and against Transnational 
Corporations ATALC underscored the need to build  
an agrifood system that puts the needs and rights 
of  the people before the economic interests of  big 
business, based on Food Sovereignty as defined 
by La Via Campesina. ATALC developed a week of  
activities in Uruguay, Argentina, Brazil, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Honduras and Costa Rica on (re)thinking 
Food Sovereignty for the peoples and by the peoples.

CALL FOR SYSTEM CHANGE
Working online with the Continental Platform for 
Democracy and Against Neoliberalism and as part 
of  the Continental Action in November, ATALC made 
a video, jointly with the Trade Union Confederation of  
the Americas (TUCA) that celebrated how the defence 
of  peoples’ democracy is at the core of  our struggles, 
and shared information about the inspiring popular 
uprisings that allowed democracy to be re-established 
in Bolivia, US and Chile. 

Other highlights included:

n   Friends of  the Earth Brazil holding a public rally 
and film screening in the streets of  Porto Alegre. 

n   A workshop with community leaders from CESTA/
Friends of  the Earth El Salvador demanding 
respect for democracy.

n   More than 1,000 views of  Karin Nansen, from 
REDES/ Friends of  the Earth Uruguay on Twitter 
calling for action for democracy and against 
neoliberalism in Uruguay.

SCHOOL OF SUSTAINABILITY
During the online School of  Sustainability in November 
and December we held four sessions with the 
participation of  eight national member groups and 
our allies the Union of  Affected People by Texaco’s 
Operations in Ecuador (UDAPT), the World March of  
Women (WMW) and the Latin American Coordination 
of  Peasant Organisations (CLOC – LVC).   

Using participatory methodologies, we focused our 
work on the regional context and internationalist 
solidarity, the struggles against oppressions, popular 
feminism and feminist economy, and the construction 
of  peoples’ power and sovereignty. We looked deeper 
into Friends of  the Earth International’s structures and 
work in our region as well as our own ways of  working 
to enhance our capacity building (see p16 EJRN).

 
 
    atalc.org/  

JUST RECOVERY
During 2020 our member groups focused on the need 
for a Just Recovery while continuing to challenge 
corporate power, promote peoples’ sovereignty and 
build peoples’ power – often online.  

Women comrades took a leading role in our webinar on 
Neoliberalism’s pandemics: peoples’ responses to the 
global crisis in June. This event was part of  the regional 
process of  political analysis developed within Friends 
of  the Earth Latin America and the Caribbean (ATALC) 
and with allied organisations and popular movements, 
following the imposition of  various measures in different 
countries as a result of  the global health crisis to 
which neoliberalism has pushed us with the Covid-19 
pandemic. The panellists confronted the power 
relations of  domination imposed through states’ rules 
of  exception enacted by the neoliberal governments, 
which so affected the working class, and has resulted in 
increasing violence against women’s bodies and rights.

The event helped us build joint proposals for popular 
responses to the crisis in areas such as food sovereignty, 
the control over information and communication 

technologies as a way to dispute the control of  politics 
and public policies, the construction of  knowledge 
and wisdoms from and for the peoples, and the 
generation of  basic income for those most in need.

FEMININIST JUST ENERGY 
TRANSITION SEMINAR
The seminar held in October was designed to support 
the construction of  a transformative feminist just 
transition narrative and coalition in close collaboration 
with feminist and women’s rights groups from the 
global South and global North, indigenous women, 
black women and women suffering from racism, 
peasant women, environmentalists, (informal) workers 
and immigrants. It sought to contribute to a feminist 
framing of  a just transition in response to Covid-19, 
based on a holistic and popular perspective, and to 
policies and their practical implementation on the 
ground. It was organised in a broad collaboration 
between ATALC and the World March of  Women 
(WMW), the Trade Union Confederation of  the 
Americas (TUCA), Grassroots Global Justice Alliance 
(GGJ), the Latin American Coordination of  Peasant 
Organisations (CLOC-Via Campesina), the Movement 
of  Peoples Affected by Dams in Latin America and 
the Caribbean (MAR) and Brazil (MAB), and the 
Indigenous Environmental Network (IEN).

LATIN  
AMERICA  
AND THE  

CARIBBEAN

“Lucia Ortiz, president of Friends of the Earth Brazil, says Salles 
[Brazil’s environment minister] is ‘very much linked to the agri-
business sector’, which is looking to occupy even more land in 
the Amazon and mine it for resources. While this phenomenon is 
nothing new, she suggests the pandemic is acting as a convenient 
smokescreen to ramp up the pace of deforestation to record levels.
From the Metro (London, UK) A different world is possible: How the coronavirus pandemic has 
impacted the environment 2 December 2020. https://metro.co.uk/2020/12/02/a-different-world-
is-possible-how-the-coronavirus-pandemic-has-impacted-the-environment-13677468/ 

”

ATALC’s AGM was also 
held online due to the 
pandemic restrictions. 

Demonstrations 
in Porto Alegre, 
Brazil as part of 
the Continental 

Action of the 
Continental Day 

for Democracy 
and against 

neoliberalism.
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[Re]thinking Food Sovereignty for the peoples and by the 
peoples�–�Friends�of�the�Earth�Uruguay’s�film�featuring� 
“El Ombú”, an Agroecological Collective in Paysandú, 
Uruguay, was part of ATALC’s actions celebrating 16 October.
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https://atalc.org/2020/10/12/atalc-fortalece-la-semana-de-accion-global-por-la-soberania-alimentaria-y-contra-las-transnacionales/
https://atalc.org/2020/10/12/atalc-fortalece-la-semana-de-accion-global-por-la-soberania-alimentaria-y-contra-las-transnacionales/
https://twitter.com/i/status/1329548981555302404
http://www.amigosdaterrabrasil.org.br/2020/12/11/jornada-continental-pela-democracia-e-contra-o-neoliberalismo-reune-movimentos-sociais-nas-ruas-de-porto-alegre/
https://www.diariocolatino.com/movimientos-populares-piden-participacion-y-respeto-a-la-democracia/?fbclid=IwAR3V7_khsFUfiP-n9VIZkUT-Att_27IQBDweSIElGHgQJGddBdFPLeGnWhY
https://twitter.com/PITCNT1/status/1329100843824635910
http://atalc.org/
https://rmr.fm/multimedia/pandemias-del-neoliberalismo-debate-atalc/
https://rmr.fm/multimedia/pandemias-del-neoliberalismo-debate-atalc/
https://cloc-viacampesina.net
https://cloc-viacampesina.net
https://metro.co.uk/2020/12/02/a-different-world-is-possible-how-the-coronavirus-pandemic-has-impacted-the-environment-13677468/
https://metro.co.uk/2020/12/02/a-different-world-is-possible-how-the-coronavirus-pandemic-has-impacted-the-environment-13677468/
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www.foecanada.org

GENDER JUSTICE
We’re asking Canada to do 
better. Partnered with the National 
Association of  Women and the Law we argued in the 
Supreme Court that taking strong action against climate 
change is needed to advance the rights of  women 
and girls. We’re pressing for systemic change at the 
Canada Pension Plan, Canada’s largest institutional 
investor, to incorporate climate risk into their investment 
policy and procedure. In October we joined groups 
across Canada to resist federal funding of  small 
modular nuclear reactors (SMR) because this is a “dirty, 
dangerous distraction” from tackling climate change.

www.foe.org  

BLACK LIVES MATTER
The murders of  George Floyd and other Black 
Americans focused national and international 
attention on systemic racism in the US. We supported 
demonstrators in Minneapolis and echoed the demands 
of  the Movement for Black Lives to defund police. We 
mobilised our 2,000,000-strong digital base to urge 
that all four officers involved in Floyd’s killing be arrested 
and charged with murder. Later we worked with Friends 
of  the Earth International on a statement in support 
of  Black Lives Matter and against systemic racism 
and institutionalised oppression. As the pandemic 
unfolded, we defeated a US$3 billion aid package for 
big oil and stopped a bailout for the cruise ship industry. 
At the state and local level, we helped win moratoria 
on electric and water utility shut-offs, as well as free 
Covid-19 testing for migrant farmworker communities. 

www.friendsoftheearth.eu  

SYSTEM CHANGE
The European Green Deal was presented by the 
European Commission as a “man on the moon” 
moment which would herald an economic paradigm 
shift. Friends of  the Earth Europe took a system change 
approach to assessing this policy package, as well as 
the EU’s Covid-19 recovery plans, see our publication 
How the European Green Deal can deliver System 
Change. We campaigned for truly transformative plans, 
and held the EU institutions to account for their rhetoric. 

Some wins within the European Green Deal were 
achieved in 2020 including acknowledgement of  the 
direct impacts of  Europe’s resource overconsumption; 
a Renovation Wave to help tackle energy poverty; 
commitment to at least 25% organic farming by 
2030, and new initiatives on corporate due diligence. 
But overall the proposals and spending plans are 
inadequate, so we continue to push for the European 
Green Deal to live up to its transformational potential.

CLIMATE JUSTICE
There was a huge amount of  active litigation work 
in the Federation with England, Wales and Northern 
Ireland’s Heathrow case and their case against the 
UK government for oversea finance of  Mozambique 
gas; Netherlands’ climate case against Shell; 
Sweden’s Preem refinery case and Young Friends of  
the Earth Norway’s case against Arctic drilling. Not all 
of  these were successful but these cases provide an 
avenue for actions against big polluters and will lead 
to further litigation on climate grounds in the courts. 

EUROPE

USA

CANADA

Friends of the Earth US organiser Abigayle Reese 
participates in a march for Black Lives Matter in Minnesota.

https://foeasiapacific.org/ 

Despite a clear split between member groups  
thriving or struggling online, all 13 engaged in the 
discussions at the regional level and during our 
September and December AGM. For the first time in 
five years we had representatives from every group 
and also staff  from member groups who have never 
attended an AGM before.

The secretariat grew with the hiring of  two part-time 
project-based staff  to handle online events. Our 
four secretariat staff  work remotely from Malaysia, 
Australia, Philippines and Bangladesh but meet 
up weekly online. Through mentoring and capacity 
building between older and newer staff  we brought 
fresh ideas to revitalise the region’s work during 
the pandemic and encouraged more youths and 
intergenerational participation in discussions. 

We also strengthened the capacity of  staff  and 
volunteers new to Friends of  the Earth Asia Pacific 
such as Pro Public/Friends of  the Earth Nepal and  
our allies Programme for Social Action from India.  
In addition, representatives from member groups  
were trained in consensual decision making.

We managed one face-to-face workshop in February 
on Pari island, Indonesia just before many parts of  the 
world shut their borders. Our School of  Sustainability 
working group, together with the Food Sovereignty 
programme organised a skill-sharing workshop and 
the 19 youthful participants, from nine countries in Asia 
Pacific and one from Scotland, all with digital media 
skills, built a set of  strategic communication materials 
for the regional Food Sovereignty programme. 

Between July and December 2020, we organised 
and co-organised 10 online meetings, workshops 
and discussions for members and allies. Our events 
focused on Covid-19 and the crisis of  care, Just 
Energy transition and feminism, nature-based 

solutions, understanding 
the Belt Road initiative 
and Chinese finance 
and shrinking democratic 
spaces in our member groups’ 
countries. In September we discussed the Israeli 
occupation and how Palestinians will further lose their 
lands and livelihoods (see p30 ISS).

Sahabat Alam Malaysia/Friends of  the Earth Malaysia 
also helped strengthen indigenous peoples’ rights and 
resist land grabbing by helping with territorial mapping, 
community action and legal support (see p30 ISS).

SCHOOL OF SUSTAINABILITY
In November our School of  Sustainability webinar 
helped the region to understand the context of  
shrinking democratic space in each country and 
globally, and how groups are dealing with these 
restrictions. The outcome was an internal report 
for the region which we can use to prepare future 
narratives with demands and organise internationalist 
solidarity. The inputs from this webinar will be part  
of  a larger discussion in 2021. 

Our online events coordinators also worked closely 
with the School of  Sustainability on a climate justice 
theme to build the capacity of  new climate activists 
in the region. Altogether 35 people from 10 member 
groups and one ally from India registered for the two 
sessions in November and December. We followed 
this up with discussion by app. 

We completed our foeasiapacific.org website 
upgrade, which is now easier to search and follow. 
It has 91 blogs, including five regional Statements, 
helping to share the incredible work taking place 
across the region challenging corporate power, 
building the power of  the people and contributing  
to the Federation’s system change agenda.

ASIA 
PACIFIC

APAC’s AGM took place online, despite its many challenges. A�flashmob�outside�the�
European Parliament to 
protest against the Common 
Agricultural Policy (CAP). 
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https://foecanada.org/2019/12/friends-of-the-earth-foe-and-national-association-of-women-and-the-law-nawl-call-for-climate-justice-for-women-and-girls-in-canada/
https://foecanada.org/climate-change-and-energy/canada-pension-plan/
https://www.foei.org/features/black-lives-matter
https://friendsoftheearth.eu/publication/principles-for-transformation-how-the-european-green-deal-can-achieve-system-change/
https://friendsoftheearth.eu/publication/principles-for-transformation-how-the-european-green-deal-can-achieve-system-change/
https://friendsoftheearth.uk/climate/problem-heathrow-expansion
https://friendsoftheearth.uk/climate/uk-government-investment-overseas-oil-ends-mozambique-gas-project-continues
https://en.milieudefensie.nl/climate-case-shell
https://naturvernforbundet.no/energy/norway-is-planning-to-drill-for-oil-in-the-arctic-but-you-can-help-us-stop-them-article40073-988.html
https://www.foei.org/news/israel-annexation-palestine-solidarity-human-rights
https://www.foei.org/news/israel-annexation-palestine-solidarity-human-rights
https://www.foei.org/news/malaysia-defending-territories-indigenous-peoples-rights
https://www.foei.org/news/malaysia-defending-territories-indigenous-peoples-rights
http://foeasiapacific.org
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Friends of the Earth International’s Executive Committee.

 
Friends of the Earth International’s International Secretariat. 

The current Executive Committee was elected 
during our Biennial General Meeting at the end 
of  2018. It consists of: 

Chair: Karin Nansen, Latin America and the 
Caribbean/Friends of  the Earth Uruguay 
Vice Chair: Silvia Quiroa, Latin America and 
the Caribbean/Friends of  the Earth El Salvador 
Treasurer: Nur Hidayati, Asia Pacific/Friends  
of  the Earth Indonesia 

Members:  
Anabela Lemos, Africa/Friends of  the  
Earth Mozambique  
Bertrand Sansonnens, Europe/Friends of  the 
Earth Switzerland  
Nora Bowier, Africa/Friends of  the Earth Liberia  
Prakash Mani Sharma, Asia Pacific/Friends of  
the Earth Nepal  
Víctor Barro, Europe/Friends of  the Earth Spain

 
Our programme coordinators: 

Economic Justice & Resisting Neoliberalism:  
Leticia Paranhos Menna de Oliveira 
Sam Cossar-Gilbert

Climate Justice & Energy:  
dipti Bhatnagar 
Sara Shaw

Food Sovereignty:  
Kirtana Chandrasekaran  
Martín Drago

Forests & Biodiversity:  
Isaac Rojas  
Nele Marien 

Our membership development team:  
Elaine Gilligan (Friends of  the Earth Europe); 
Chloe Aldenhoven (Friends of  the Earth Asia 
Pacific); Danilo Urrea (Friends of  the Earth Latin 
America and the Caribbean); Kwami Kpondzo 
(Friends of  the Earth Africa)  

Our regional facilitators:  
Danilo Urrea (Friends of  the Earth Latin America 
and the Caribbean); Bobby Peek from January 
to June 2020 and Nerisha Baldevu from July 
2020 (both Friends of  the Earth Africa); Shenna 
Sanchez and Jagoda Munic (Friends of  the 
Earth Europe); Theiva Lingam (Friends of  the 
Earth Asia Pacific)

Friends of the Earth International 
wishes to thank our generous 
individual supporters and 
institutional donors:

n   Dutch Ministry of  Foreign Affairs  
(Fair, Green & Global Alliance and  
Green Livelihoods Alliance)

n   Isvara Foundation

n   Swedish Society for Nature Conservation

n   Bread for the World

n   Bread for All

n   Friends of  the Earth Switzerland

n   Friends of  the Earth US

n   Friends of  the Earth Europe

Friends of  the Earth InternationaI’s complete 
audited financial statements are available at 
www.foei.org/about-foei/annual-reports

 
Organisational policies/compliance

Friends of  the Earth International approved 
a conceptual framework on Gender Justice 
and Dismantling Patriarchy at the 2018  
BGM and adopted a Policy on Violence  
and Sexual Harassment in 2020.

The latter policy along with ones on  
Anti-corruption and Anti-fraud, a Code of  
Conduct and a Whistleblower policy form 
an ‘integrity system’ which aims to address 
violations of  both personal and financial 
integrity, to give guidance on desired 
behaviour, and to provide staff  with a safe 
way to address injustices. This system was 
adopted in 2020.

Friends of  the Earth International has dealt 
with one violation of  personal integrity, 
which was a case reported and investigated 
in 2018. The process of  sanctions and 
reparations for this case began in 2019  
and is still on-going.

Friends of  the Earth International dealt with 
one violation of  financial integrity reported in 
2019. The investigations are still underway.

Friends of  the Earth International is 
developing more robust safety and  
security policies.

OUR  
EXECUTIVE 

COMMITTEE & 
STRUCTURES

Friends of the Earth  
International 2020

Friends of the Earth International’s Membership 
Development Team.

Friends of the Earth International’s international 
programme coordinators. 

Total expenses 2,544,008
Amounts in Euro

Total Revenue 2,757,563
Amounts in Euro

Support Members 
& Regions  
(840,702; 33.0%)

Programmes 
(1,161,390; 45.6%)

Governance 
(152,769; 
6.0%)

Fundraising 
(198,162; 7.8%)

Administration 
(191,878; 7.5%)

Donations 
(23,734; 0.9%)Other 

(2,305; 0.1%) Membership fees  
(721,365; 26.2%)

Grants
(2,010,159; 72.9%)

Finances
Friends of the Earth 
International 2020



GROUPS 
AROUND 

THE  
WORLD

FRIENDS OF  
THE EARTH  

INTERNATIONAL 

Friends of the Earth international Secretariat  
p.o. box 19199, 1000 gd Amsterdam, the Netherlands
Tel: +31 (0)20 6221369
www.foei.org 

Africa 

Cameroon  
Ghana  
Liberia  
Mali  
Mauritius 
Mozambique 
Nigeria  
Sierra Leone 
South Africa 
Tanzania  
Togo  
Tunisia  
Uganda 

Asia  
Pacific 

Australia 
Bangladesh  
East Timor 
Indonesia  
Japan  
Malaysia  
Nepal  
Palestine  
Papua New   
 Guinea  
Philippines  
Russia  
South Korea  
Sri Lanka 

Europe 

Austria  
Belgium (Flanders) 
Belgium (Wallonia  
 & Brussels) 
Bosnia and  
 Herzegovina 
Bulgaria  
Croatia  
Cyprus  
Czech Republic 
Denmark 
England, Wales  
 and Northern  
 Ireland  
Estonia  
Finland  
France  
Georgia  

Germany 
Hungary  
Ireland  
Latvia  
Lithuania 
Luxembourg  
Malta  
Netherlands 
North Macedonia 
Norway  
Poland  
Russia  
Scotland  
Slovakia  
Slovenia  
Spain  
Sweden 
Switzerland

Latin 
America 
and the 
Caribbean 

Argentina  
Brazil  
Chile  
Colombia  
Costa Rica 
Curaçao (Antilles) 
El Salvador 
Grenada (West  
 Indies)  
Guatemala  
Haiti  
Honduras  
Mexico  
Paraguay 
Uruguay

USA and 
Canada 

Canada  
United States  
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http://www.foei.org

