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10 Key Principles for a Feminist and Just Energy Transition

Defining a feminist and just energy
transition: A collective process

Background

In September 2023, a diverse group of women
activists from environmental and human rights
movements in over 20 countries, came together
in Buenos Aires, Argentina, to develop principles
for a Feminist and Just Energy Transition. Drawing
on lived experience, daily practices, movement-
building and years of research-action across the
Friends of the Earth International (FoEl) federation
and its allies, they defined 10 key principles to help
us understand what feminism and justice mean
in the context of energy transitions and guide us
toward system change. Feeding into this report are
also the outcomes of regional webinars that FoEl
hosted during the COVID-19 pandemic to explore
the meaning of Just Energy Transition from a feminist
perspective; and the subsequent publication of the If
it's not feminist, it's not just’ paper in 2021."

As feminists, we know that changing the energy
system does not automatically solve systemic
and historic inequalities and oppressions that run
deep in our societies.? We need a feminist and just
energy transition that powers pathways to system
transformation.®> We do not want renewables to
build on existing inequalities and once more power
exploitation and abuse.

In the process of striving towards a feminist and just
energy transition we believe it is crucial to recognise
that the transition can only be just and feminist if it
actively works to dismantle all systems of oppression.

To do this it must speak to diverse realities and
experiences, with an intersectional analysis that
encompasses the struggles of people of colour,
working class people, the LGBTQIA+ community,
people with disabilities and all marginalised
communities.

For our approach to gender this means specifically
incorporating in our analysis the broad spectrum
of gender diversity and identities that exist across
cultures - including transgender, non-binary and
many others. It is important to reaffirm that our
feminism is fiercely trans-inclusive, and therefore to
state that for the purpose of this paper, any mention
of women means all women, including transwomen.

Whilst  recognising the importance of an
intersectional analysis in this paper, we also
acknowledge our limited experience in some areas,
including and especially regarding the intersection
of women's struggles and LGBTQIA+ struggles in
this just transition frame. We hope this paper can
constitute a further step towards enriching this
analysis for ourselves and the wider climate justice
movement. Where available, we share data and
knowledge that speak to the specific struggles of
LGBTQIA+ communities when it comes to a just
transition. These experiences are highly relevant to
the feminist just transition discourse.
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Introduction

Despite the onslaught of climate disasters and its
rapid culmination in the past ten years, with record-
breaking temperatures, the widespread destruction
of ecosystems and animal life and millions of people
impacted, the expansion of fossil fuels continues
worldwide. Concurrently, harmful trade policies and
deals, alongside an inadequate global tax system
and debt traps, perpetuate unjust power dynamics
between the Global North and South. This hinders
Southern nations from implementing effective
mitigation measures against the impacts of the
unfolding climate emergency and from investing in a
just energy transition on their own terms.

Simultaneously, (extreme) right-wing neoliberal
governments are rising to power globally,
threatening democracy, implementing austerity
policies, liberalising public services, privatising
energy, fueling conflict dynamics to access natural
resources and dismantling public policy. They are
repressing civic space and environmental defenders,
promoting attacks against women, LGBTQIA+, Black,
Indigenous, and People of Colour (BIPOC), and
blocking people’'s right to participate in decision-
making processes, assemble and demonstrate.
These governments often promote climate denial
and the loosening of environmental policy, and
distance their countries from effectively addressing
the climate emergency and its impacts. As a result,
marginalised communities are usually left to deal
with the damaging outcomes, stripped of their rights

and means to redress.

The just energy transition is more than ever a terrain
for struggle in which movements must ensure that
the concept’s transformative substance is not lost or
diluted. Powerful political and economic actors, such
as transnational corporations and multi-stakeholder
groups, pay lip service to problematic so-called “just
transitions” as they profit from false solutions and
fail to effectively transition away from fossil fuels.*
Meanwhile, these groups’ views of just transition
also leave issues of privilege and the distribution
of power unaddressed.® As feminists committed to
overcoming all forms of systemic oppression and the
fossil fuel energy system that has historically fueled

The idea of a just energy transition was developed
by the labour movement and environmental groups
in North America in the 1970s, gaining popularity
worldwide between 1980 and 1990.° The concept
originally emphasised the workers’ needs in low-
income communities of colour when transitioning

them, we say no to the capture of just transitions by
corporations and wealthy states in the Global North
to the detriment of states and territories in the Global
South.

The transition and its implementation is a feminist
issue as feminism is about revealing, holding to
account and transforming systems of power that
are built on and fuel oppression. Climate change
impacts are also differentiated along gender lines
and act as catalysts that reinforce existing gender
and class disparities.9 As a result, women, trans and
non-binary folks on average are likely to suffer from
greater exposure to climate-related disasters, face
heightened vulnerability to their negative effects and
possess fewer resources to recover from the resulting
damage.'” Women'’s mortality rate is 14 times higher
than mens’during climate disasters and they are more
impacted by climate-linked health issues." > Women
are also the majority among those displaced by
climate change, accounting for 80% of the population
displaced by the climate crisis worldwide.”” Although
data specific to climate impacts on trans and non-
binary people is lacking, we know that LGBTQIA+
peoples displaced by climate change encounter even
greater obstacles and risks when seeking asylum,
especially now that homophobia and transphobia in
many countries are on the rise again.' Finally, sexual
and gender-based violence (SGBV) tends to escalate
both during as well as following climate disasters,
which leaves women, transgender and gender non-
conforming people especially vulnerable.”

A feminist and just energy transition is essential
because addressing gender inequalities and
oppressions is critical to solving the systemic
injustices fueled by the fossil energy system. Women,
trans and non-binary people aren't vulnerable by
nature—theyre made vulnerable by oppressive
patriarchal and heteronormative systems that deny
them power, agency and justice.’® The transition
towards renewables must therefore be a transition
toward system change, and away from the gender-
based division of labour and the ongoing plunder
of nature. It must be based on respect for women,
trans- and non-binary people’s identities and bodies
and their visionary power to shape the transition. It
must enable an economic system that centres care,
solidarity and life.

away from environmentally harmful industrial
practices in the energy and extractive sectors and
towards other jobs” Stemming from alliances
between environmental, social justice and labour
movements, the concept continues to expand and
is constantly updated to address the multilayered
injustices embedded in climate change, serving as a
unifying framework for movements to work together.®

5]



10 Key Principles for a Feminist and Just Energy Transition

Princ;i]%le 1: Feminist people power and
the right to protest

The social and ecological crises of today are a direct consequence of how the current economic system,
centred on profit-maximisation and infinite growth, organises the extraction, management, use and
distribution of common goods.” It is a system where patriarchal and heteronormative hierarchies
determine our social and economic relations and relies on the exploitation of women as well as
colonised and racialised communities.”® As such, the drivers of climate collapse and environmental
degradation are intimately intertwined with gender and social inequality. They are part of the basis on
which the current harmful energy system is built and perpetuated, and around which multinationals
and states of the Global North have consolidated their global power base.

Feminist people power refers to the agency and
participation of the most marginalised groups in
society under the current economic system, and
challenges oppressive power structures based on
race, gender, class, caste, sexuality and abiUty.19
Building feminist people power means fighting for
a redistribution of power along the principles of
transparency, accountability, knowledge sharing
and equal access to resources.*°

Currently, poor communities, migrants, women,
LGBTQIA+, Black, Indigenous and People of Colour
(BIPOC) and people with disabilities in countries
with the least emissions are the most affected by
the social and ecological crises.”’ Women as well
as LGBTQIA+ people face greater risk from climate-
related disasters, largely because climate change
tends to intensify existing structural inequalities.?? #

When it comes to the impacts of environmental
disasters, rising temperatures and air pollution, those
who are homeless or living in unstable housing are
often hit the hardest. In the United States, studies
have found that individuals from the LGBTQIA+
community face a 120% greater risk of becoming
homeless. Although only 9.5% of American youth
identify as LGBTQIA+, they represent around 40% of
the youth experiencing homelessness. These already
stark disparities are even more pronounced among
LGBTQIA+ individuals who are BIPOC.**

In addition to heightened vulnerability to climate
impacts, women and LGBTQIA+ communities
both face issues in accessing emergency shelters
when climate disasters occur. Obtaining crucial
information in emergency situations can be an
obstacle due to lower literacy rates and limited
access to technology.®® For LGBTQIA+ communities
research has shown that certain emergency shelters
deliberately deny them services. According to the
U.S. Transgender Survey, 70% of transgender people
who tried to access shelter reported being rejected,
assaulted or otherwise mistreated due to their

gender identity.?® In addition, many faith-based relief
organisations have historically withheld support
from LGBTQIA+ individuals—refusing to recognise
same-sex relationships and excluding them from
receiving assistance.?’

This is why the voices of women and all marginalised
communities must be central in driving a just energy
transition that enacts system change. However, what
we are witnessing is that there are clear hierarchies of
knowledge in climate change discussions, leading to
the active exclusion of their participation and input.
Women for example are disproportionately under-
represented in critical climate decision-making
spaces.?®

Emancipatory feminist political organising is essential
to building collective power and true popular
sovereignty. It can only flourish where grassroots
feminist movements are able to organise freely,
nurture resistance and develop political leadership
rooted in class struggle, feminism, anti-racism, anti-
ableism, decolonial praxis and anti-capitalist values.
Women and other marginalised groups’ right to self-
determination and sovereignty has to be respected.
They must be free to organise and participate

6
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meaningfully in decision-making processes about
energy transitions (and beyond!).

However, what we see today is a stark shrinking
of civic space due in part to growing state and
corporate repression against women environmental
human rights defenders (WEHRDSs) in recent years.
Repression frequently is executed through killings,
torture, imprisonment, surveillance and other forms
of harassment, intimidation and retaliation with no
accountability. This also includes the policing and
militarisation of Indigenous territories.?® The human
rights organisation Front Line Defenders reported
that 324 human rights defenders were killed globally
in 2024 due to their advocacy, including 43 women.*°
Additionally, a study by the Mesoamerican Initiative
of Women Human Rights Defenders (IM-Defensoras)
revealed 35,077 incidents of violence against 8,926
women human rights defenders between 2012 and
2023, with 200 of those being fatalities, across just
five countries examined by the group.” Although
men are more frequently the victims of murder,
women environmental human rights defenders
face sexual and gender-based violence driven by
misogyny and harmful gender norms rooted in
socioeconomic, cultural and political structures.® In
addition, WEHRDs often face a lack of support within
their communities as their families do not see itas a
woman'’s role to be active in the public sphere.*

In some instances, state actors have directly targeted
activists and their families through defamation,
legal harassment and criminalisation efforts. There
has been a troubling increase in misogynistic,
sexist, transphobic and homophobic rhetoric from
influential political figures, which contributes to
normalising violence against women, trans- and
non-binary folks.>

Moreover, new online platforms have exacerbated
misogyny and reinforced attitudes that legitimise
aggressionsagainstwomenand girls. Theaccessibility
of artificial intelligence tools for creating text and
visuals and the emergence of the ‘'manosphere’ have
resulted in a surge of gender-based misinformation,
hate speech and dismissive language toward
women'’s rights and feminist movements.*

Although specific data on LGBTQIA+ environmental
human rights defenders (EHRDs) is limited,
existing research indicates a growing trend in the
criminalisation of LGBTQIA+ activists in recent years.
Across many regions, individuals belonging to sexual
and gender minorities continue to face systemic
violence, marginalisation and discrimination.>

In several nations, not only are legal protections for
LGBTQIA+ people absent, but there are also laws
that explicitly target them.”” Currently, more than
60 countries criminalise same-sex relationships,

with up to 11 imposing the death penalty for such
convictions.*® Among the countries most likely to
be hit the hardest by the climate crisis and food
insecurity five have laws that criminalise same-
sex relationships.®® Additionally, actions taken in
the aftermath of the global COVID-19 outbreak
highlighted the scapegoat effect of how LGBTQIA+
people are disproportionately criminalised in times
of global and national crises.*

Such violence and burdens have no place in a
feminist and just energy transition. The effective
implementation of legal frameworks that criminalise
violations against women EHRDs and activists of all
backgrounds is critical, so that they are safeguarded
and the Right to say Nol is respected. We call for the
creation of effective and gender sensitive protective
mechanisms for women, trans- and non-binary
people that account for factors such as age, marital
status, rural or urban living, ethnicity and sexualityf”

Policymakers and service providers need to guarantee
that women, and LGBTQIA+ folks are embraced,
supported and safeguarded in emergency shelters,
food assistance programs, disaster management
initiatives and resettlement services for refugees
and asylum seekers.** To achieve this, data
collection at both national and local levels should
be comprehensive, capturing information on sexual
orientation and gender identity whenever feasible.*®
Key needs of WEHRDs that have been identified
include safe travel facilitation and temporary safe
houses or shelters including for WEHRDs' children,
as well as the option to relocate within and outside
the country. The availability and quality of mental
health services needs to be improved and access to
training for digital and online safety ensured.*

In conclusion, we already see elements of feminist
people power as women organise at the grassroots
level to promote people’s sovereignty and defend
common goods such as energy, land, water and
seeds around the world; In Honduras the women
of the Lenca community successfully led the fight
against the Agua Zarca hydroelectric dam thereby
safeguarding the community’ s primary water
source®; and Indigenous women living in the Yasuni
National Park, Ecuador, have been successfully
resisting the oil extraction in that region to protect
one of the biodiverse territories on the planet.*® We
believe in a feminist people’s power built and guided
by grassroots feminist movements and political
actors embedded in local and global solidarity
networks and demand that the rights of women
environmental and human rights defenders must be
upheld and protected.
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Principle 2: Placing life at the centre
of the just energy transition through a
feminist economy

The capitalist system divides our activities into production and reproduction. Only paid work is
considered productive and is therefore valued by society. Meanwhile, house and care work are seen
as reproductive activities. They are invisible to society and are not perceived as part of the formal
economy even though they are fundamental to sustaining life.”” As a result, the lives and experiences
of women, LGBTQIA+, BIPOC, migrants and people with disabilities become devalued as these are
the people who are disproportionately responsible for the reproductive sphere and active in informal
economies.*®

A feminist economy that centres life is incompatible
with the current economic system that places profit-
making and capital accumulation for the few above
people and planet. The ultimate priority of a feminist
economic system is to ensure dignified conditions

for producing and reproducing life for all. A feminist
economy responds to the current economic,
environmental and social crises through (but not
limited to) a gender, racial and disability rights
perspective. It is a political strategy to transform

—
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society and the relationships among people and
between people and nature.*®

The creation of a just energy transition and a
feminist economy are profoundly connected and
interdependent. When transitioning from fossil
fuels to renewables, we also need to transition to
alternative ways to sustain life. In its essence, these
transitions are part of a socioeconomic and political
project that places reproduction and care at the
centre and aims to overcome the sexual division of
labor.*® It aims to transition away from an energy
model that solely puts the weight of care and
reproductive work on women, trans- and non-binary
people, BIPOC and migrants.

In a just energy transition aligned with a feminist
the principles and practices of
interdependence and ecodependence organise
the energy system and are promoted by the state.
Interdependence refers to our dependency on
relations with other humans to thrive and survive. We
are all vulnerable beings who depend on people who
care for our needs. Ecodependence, in turn, means
that our interdependent relationships with other
people are embedded in our dependence on nature
and that we must respect nature’s regeneration
cycle”

economy,

Ecodependence and interdependence have been
critical principles through which women’s labour
has historically ensured the continuity of life. As a
conseqguence, energy generation, distribution and
use should enable energy sufficiency for all, meaning
that people should have access to energy at every
level to ensure a dignified life.

We call for feminist economics to be at the center
of a just energy transition that honors care work,
acknowledges our deep interdependence and
radically restructures the care and domestic labour
historically shouldered by women, trans, and non-
binary people. This shift is crucial for strengthening
our collective resilience in the face of poly-crises.

A feminist economy to eradicate energy
poverty

Under the current energy model, elites and
corporations over consume energy while controlling
the natural resources producing this energy, often
on others’ territories. Meanwhile, populations in the
Global South face energy poverty.> The International

Energy Agency estimated around 750 million
people lived without electricity in 2023.° This figure
is particularly troubling from a gender analysis,
considering that women are overrepresented in
poverty and that their energy needs are often
ignored.>* By 2050, the climate crisis is projected to
push an estimate of 158-236 million women and girls
into poverty and food scarcity.>®

While energy poverty is a feature of the fossil fuel
energymodel,itcanalsobereproducedifthetransition
to renewables is not accompanied by system change.
In many places, large-scale energy generation
through renewables is destined to power large
businesses, such as big data and mining companies,
instead of households, or for export overseas to cater
for energy needs elsewhere.®® ¥ Women usually face
energy poverty in areas where key transition minerals
are extracted.®® Their livelihoods, communities and
territories are turned into sacrifice zones to enable
unsustainable consumption patterns.

Therefore, to overcome energy scarcity and to
realise a feminist and just energy transition, we
must dismantle corporate power and democratise
the state. The economy must be distributive and
regenerative, expanding the role of community and
workers’ control, public services and sustainable
planning.®® It must find ways to extract natural
resources for renewable energy responsibly and build
up a sustainable industrial value chain. New feminist
transition economies must be circular and prioritise
waste reduction and recycling as the availability of
minerals for renewables is finite.

9
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Principle 3: Decent, sustainable work in
feminist and just transition economies

In a feminist and just energy transition, dignified work must be embedded in challenging the sexual
and racial division of labour. For decades, women's work has been seen as “free” or “invisible” as well

as economically, socially and culturally devalued.®®

The World Economic Forum estimates that
discrimination related to sexual orientation and
gender identity cost the global economy around
USS 100 billion annually.” Women and LGBTQIA+
people in the energy, science and engineering fields
encounter numerous barriers that hinder both entry
and long-term success.®” These challenges include
biased recruitment and promotion practices, and a
significant gender pay gap where women earn nearly
20% less than men.®® The scarcity of mentoring
and training opportunities, and limited chances for
career advancement present additional obstacles.®*
In the realm of employment, only 77 countries have
laws in place to protect LGBTQIA+ workers from
discrimination.®® All the while, in recent years, more
and more companies - including many polluters
- have been engaging in pinkwashing, taking
advantage of opportunities to superficially display
their support for LGBTQIA+ rights.®®

The transition to renewable energies does not
automatically overcome gender inequalities in the
workplace and beyond.”” According to research
conducted in 144 countries, women only account
for 32% of the renewables’ workforce globally
even though they comprise 48% of the world labor
market.®® Work in renewable energies, especially in
countries of the Global South, does not necessarily
guarantee respect for fundamental labour rights
or the right to unionisation. In many countries, it is
reported that these jobs are still precarious even
when compared to the fossil fuel sector and that
women often perform tasks that reinforce gender
roles, such as administrative services, accounting
and cleaning, instead of for instance engineering
roles.®®”° This is despite the fact that in many cultures
and ancestral traditions, women are the custodians
of land, nature and knowledge about them, including
farming techniques, agroecology, agroforestry and
community forest management.” These types of
knowledge and labor are not carbon-intensive and
should serve as pillars for the energy transition.

Currently, precarious work conditions threaten
effective, just energy transitions in many places.
Outsourcing, subcontracting, intermittent work and
hourly contracts are also common in the energy
sector and beyond, increasing job insecurity and
challenging unionisation.”? 7 7

Workers and unions in the energy sector have
historically resisted the profit-maximising agenda
of the carbon intensive industry. In alliance with
environmentalists and social organisations, they can
help advance a just and feminist energy transition
that generates unionised, and dignified work in
the renewables sector.”® Trade unions must have
strategies to advance gender equity so that workers
of all genders can lead the way to build a just,
renewable energy system.
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A recent study has highlighted seven
types of activities that trade unions can
implement to promote gender justice in
energy transitions.

1. Awareness raising and sensitisation

2. Strengthening capacity on links between
gender equity and just transition

3. Ensuring meaningful gender-diverse
representation in just transition discussions,
4. Developing policy positions and translating
them into projects and advocacy

5. Institutionalising gender-equitable just
transition in union structures

6. Supporting the upskilling and career
advancement of women workers

7. Utilising analytical frameworks and
monitoring tools

8. Gathering evidence on the gendered impacts
of just transition processes

(Samman, E., 2024; pii)’®

Public policies supporting communities and the
workforce need to go jointly together with a just
feminist transition. Labour rights should be protected
and workers in transition sectors should be granted
the same benefits and the right to organise under
unions. The safety of workers in the extractive mineral
and renewable energy sectors, as well as nearby
communities, must be ensured. This must be in line
withinternationalagreements like the UN Declaration
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, International
Labour Organisation (ILO) Convention 169 and the
Convention on the Rights of the Child. Companies
must implement safety protocols, conduct risk
assessments, provide personal protective equipment
and training and follow labor laws and ILO standards
to minimise risks of accidents and health issues.”

In a feminist and just energy transition, we want
dignified work and localised, community-building
jobs.”®  Communities surrounding dirty energy
generation sites are often part of the workforce
servicing these sectors. The state must actively
create more sustainable jobs and local transition
economies that enable everyone to live dignified
lives. Communities in which large extractivist
and energy projects are implemented often have
their local economies jeopardised. These harmful
economies often destroy or significantly harm other

economies such as sustainable tourism, social and
solidarity economy initiatives, small-scale farming
and fishing, in which women may be overrepresented.
These economies are not carbon intensive and have
important economic alternatives to extractivist and
dirty energy revenue.”® # Therefore, strengthening
local, feministandjust transition economies grounded
in solidarity and reciprocity is crucial. When dirty
energy plants shut down, plans must be in place to
safeguard workers’ access to essential resources or
financial support and responsible disengagement
mechanisms must be applied.

Similarly, renewable energy projects not committed
to a feminist and just transition can cause damage
to local economies. Wind farm projects, for instance,
can remove land from family farming while peasants
lose their livelihoods and food sovereignty. Gender
discrimination can lead to unfair compensation or re-
allocation processes, leaving women or women-led
households severely disadvantaged.®’ The ways of
living of peasant communities must be protected and
decent work must be promoted in these contexts.

In sum, the renewable energy system must not
reproduce the gender inequalities typical of the dirty
energy sector. We do not want a renewable energy
system that is hostile to women, trans- and gender
non-conforming workers. Instead, in the feminist
and just energy transition we strive for them to be
able to engage in dignified work and unionised jobs
in the renewables sector and acquire the skills to do
so. They are encouraged to take up leadership roles
in their jobs and are not subject to inappropriate
behaviour and sexual harassment. Through a feminist
and just energy transition, there is no gender pay gap
and opportunities are equally distributed among all
workers. Work-life balance is promoted and public
policies such as high-quality child and elderly care as
well as education are implemented to enable women
to participate fully at work.
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Principle 4: Energy sovereignty,
deprivatisation and democratisation
to power a feminist and just transition

In a feminist and just energy transition, energy sovereignty is key meaning that processes of energy
production, distribution and consumption must be under public control.*®* Communities should have
the right to determine their energy sources and means of production. With adequate information
access they are well-placed to decide how energy should be produced and for what ends. Energy
sovereignty also means that no community should be sacrificed to fulfill the over-consumption of
energy elsewhere. Indeed, energy sovereignty centers people, territories, rights, justice and the
sustainability of life and requires that energy projects cause as little social and environmental harm
as possible. As such, energy sovereignty encompasses both people’s right to energy as well as their

territorial rights.®®

Women should be able to determine, guide
and manage energy use and deployment for
their communities. Since they often shoulder a
disproportionate amount of the reproductive and
care work, they often understand the energy needs
of their households and communities. Additionally,
models of ownership that support women as
guardians, custodians and owners of community
energy need to be explored.

Deprivatisation and energy as a
common good

Historically, privatisation has generated unequal
energy systems that prevent states from actively
developing democratic energy policies.®* Privatisation
has led to limited and expensive access to energy
services as well as less democratic decision-
making about energy policies. The social role of
energy companies is debilitated as a result and the
companies reduced to profit-making businesses
without commitment to quality jobs, the guarantee
of energy access for all, or to making sure that
national energy projects are not just for export but
cater substantially to their own population.®®

Transnational corporations should not have control
over the energy system. They are unable to provide
the solutions needed for the climate crisis as their
profit-driven motives are rooted in extractivism,
dispossession and exploitation.®® Energy is a common
good, not a commodity from which to make endless
profits. There should be no waste of energy and no
profit-making through energy. Similarly, energy is a
right to which everyone is entitled and no country or
company should be allowed to undermine a people’s
energy sovereignty.

In a feminist and just energy transition, energy is
decommodified and becomes a universal right.
Multiple initiatives are necessary to achieve this:®*’

Reviewing the normative and legal frameworks
of the energy sector and how it connects to other
related sectors (e.g. transportation and housing
Reassessing the segmentation of energy
business units in light of social, environmental
and geographical criteria.
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Promoting property regimes that focus on
public structures (e.g. collectives, cooperatives,
community-based) in addition to public services.
Rethinking management systems so that they
incorporate democratic processes, tools and
practices.

Recovering public control over the energy
sector, including regarding private capital and
investment policy.

In a feminist and just energy transition, national and
subnational governments as well as public policy
institutions are crucial to ensuring energy sovereignty
for all. Public power in all its forms actively enables
and promotes energy as a common good. Energy is
deprivatised and the state has a vital role in making
it a public good that fulfills people’s needs to live a
dignified life and can be held to account by its people
via democratic means.

Participatory models of energy generation and
distribution are supported and can exist in a feminist
and just energy transition. This can be made possible
by integrating social and solidarity economy
initiatives on a national, regional and municipal level.
Publicly controlled and horizontally integrated,
these initiatives have the potential to cover the
needs for clean and affordable energy in a region.®®
Importantly, Indigenous land rights and government
structures need to be respected in order to create
just and participative models of energy production.

Democratisation of energy systems

To ensure a feminist and just energy transition today,
issues with regards to democracy and social dialogue
need to be addressed.®® Energy systems must be
democratic, inclusive and accountable by being
transparent about how energy is being produced,
distributed as well as priced. Energy policies need
to concentrate on social equity outcomes including
energy access and dignified labour.®°

Energy democracy advocates for a shift away from
large-scale power plants and a centralised grid
infrastructure toward a decentralized energy sector.
The creation of distributed energy supply systems
that supports rooftop solar panels or community-
managed microgrids allows households, businesses
and communities to generate and manage their
own power and strengthen energy resilience.”
Additionally, it supports local economic growth by
enabling communities to contribute to their own
energy solutions.*®

To achieve democratisation, communities must
participate in decision-making about common
goods such as energy. Information accessibility and
the creation of new state supervision bodies are
fundamental elements in making democratisation
effective and ensuring that the state will promote
social and environmental justice with life at the
centre. In a feminist and just energy transition, equity
is a priority which involves redistributing power
across the entire energy system to the workers
and communities who use and sustain it, spanning
everything from production and distribution to
financing, technology and knowledge-sharing. This
is also to assure that “community” or “co-ownership”
models will no longer be greenwashed by profit-
seeking corporations and negotiated on unequal
power scales.”® The autonomy of socially owned
energy projects needs to be respected.

Mass participation in decision-making processes
is crucial for women'’s perspectives to be included.
Communities have different ways of organising and
engaging with each other so local customs are to be
respected and lead to how participation processes
are held. Safe spaces for women to engage and
lead community discussions should be made
available. These spaces should be based on inclusive,
transparent and empowering frameworks of public
participation that foster genuine dialogue and
collaboration to strengthen a public energy system
grounded in energy sovereignty.

Lastly, governments must take effective measures
to prevent corporate capture of our democracies by
withdrawing from harmful free trade agreements or
investment treaties. We demand binding rules on
big business and thus the formalisation of an United
Nations binding treaty on transnational corporations
and human rights to keep corporate power in check.
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Principle 5: Renewable energies to
dismantle colonial continuities and
enforce reparations and restoration

Strivingtoward afeministandjustenergytransitionrequiresaradicalinterrogation of theintersections
between capitalism, colonialism, racism, patriarchy and the climate crisis while considering the
position of BIPOC, women, trans-, non-binary people in particular, to reimagine and transform
environmental discourses and practices. In this attempt to dismantle (neo)colonial continuities it
has to be considered that colonisation is not solely carried out by states - large corporations play
a significant role in perpetuating these power structures. They occupy a crucial position within the
capitalist political economy, profiting from activities ranging from the extraction of critical minerals to
the development of a ‘green’ economy.** Throughout their history, extractive industries have relied on
structural racism to justify their plunder of resources and the theft of land, thereby endangering the
ways of life of racialised and Indigenous communities.*®

Environmental racism describes the phenomenon
wherein racialised communities are disproportionately
impactedbypollutionandotherenvironmentalhazards
due to unjust policies and extractive practices.®®
It highlights how marginalised communities are
systematically excluded from decision-making
around environmental and land rights, a key factor
in why they are disproportionately represented in
sacrifice zones and affected by energy poverty.®” *°
As per a US study, BIPOC are also disproportionately

affected by the privatisation of energy as they are
overrepresented among the population who cannot
afford to pay their electric bill.**

In our vision for a feminist and just energy transition
towards 100% renewables, addressing energy
poverty and the guarantee to dignified green jobs
is crucial. Global North countries have almost
unrestricted energy access, while many Global South
nations, especially rural and remote areas, struggle
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with providing affordable energy.'®® Even so, in the
United States, African American households account
for nearly half of those affected by energy poverty."
The transition must focus on ensuring universal
and gender-just access to energy, prioritising
marginalised and underserved communities.
Ensuring the availability, reliability, safety and
affordability of energy, through equitable pricing and
subsidies is key."” Moreover, marginalised groups
need to have access to unionised jobs in renewable
energy generation during the transition. Currently,
only 8% of the renewable energy workforce in the
United States is Black or African-American, revealing
how little certain communities currently benefit from
the mainstream energy transition.'”> We don't want
a renewable energy system that reproduces the
racialised dynamics of the dirty energy system!

In a feminist and just energy transition, (settler)
colonial continuities need to be disrupted. Historical
injustices  within and between countries and
territories are addressed through redistribution and
reparations.

This process must start with the full and unimpeded
access, restoration, recognition and respect for
Indigenous peoples’ rights to their ancestral lands
and waters as well as other resources that were
taken without their consent during colonisation. It
also involves honouring their inherent sovereignty
and ensuring the complete and unconditional
implementation of their rights, including but not

limited to Indigenous land tenure, economies,
jurisdiction, languages, food systems, health,
cultures, spirituality, responsibilities toward the

natural world, biodiversity, knowledge systems and

ways of life."*

We call for reparations that extend beyond financial
compensation but also include recognition and
accountability for the past injustices committed and
the prevention of future transgressions.'®® Following
the 2006 UN General Assembly resolution, the
five foundational principles of reparations include
guarantees against future violations, restitution,
compensation, rehabilitation and satisfaction.'*®
As such, reparations involve making various kinds
of repairs—be they mental, psychological, cultural,
social, institutional, technological, economic,
political, or educational—-in order to facilitate the
transformation towards a new system.

A comprehensive reparations framework
acknowledgesthatsystemicinequalitiesareingrained
in the very structures of international finance and
trade that originated during the colonial period
and persist in modern, complex forms. In working
toward a feminist, just energy transition, our goal is
to break down oppressive institutions and policies by
honouring the principles of inclusive representation,
equality, truth-telling and collective healing, as well
as by providing shared ownership and rehabilitation
including medical, psychological and
social support. Guarantees against future violations

services,

involve implementing significant structural changes
such as reforms within military and security forces,
bolstering judicial independence, protecting EHRDs,
and ensuring equitable access to public services."”’
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Principle 6: The right to Free, Prior and
Informed Consent and to say NO!

Engaging with and protecting Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities’ (IPLCs) rights is integral to
ensuring feminist justice in the energy transition. Indigenous groups are estimated to protect 80% of
the world's biodiversity.'*® Their ways of living and engaging with nature are non-carbon intensive.**
Their ancestral knowledge must be valued and respectfully incorporated into addressing and

preventing further climate change.

A rapid transition to a fully renewable energy system
will greatly increase the demand for natural resources
like land and water, leading to intensified competition
over these resources. This could result in conflicts,
human rights violations and a rise in corporate
control. Furthermore, the extraction of transition
minerals remains tied to persistent issues in the
extractive and energy sectors, including exploitation,
environmental destruction and imbalanced power
structures."® Transnational corporations often target

Indigenous women lead struggle against
lithium extraction in Argentina'®

The Jujuy province is located within the “lithium
triangle,” an area of the Andes in the Northern part
of Argentina, which holds 80% of the global lithium
reserves. This mineral is essential for the energy
transition as it is used to produce rechargeable
batteries." Argentina possesses the second-
largest lithium reserves globally and has 38 mining
projects planned in its northern regions, with three
already in operation. In 2022, Argentina’s Llithium
exports surged by 235% and president Javier Milei
has committed to developing the sector further
despite lithium extraction being extremely water
intensive."®

The Indigenous people of Jujuy, particularly women,
have led protests against legislative changes that
infringe on their land and community rights, limit

A feminist and just energy transition defends IPLCs
as critical stakeholders and rights-bearers. They
have the right to self-determination and Free, Prior
and Informed consent (FPIC). FPIC is a legal principle
manifested in the United Nations Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples and grants Indigenous
individuals, regardless of gender, the right to be
timely consulted and to either give or deny their

Indigenous lands for energy and mineral extraction
projects, undermining these communities’ rights to a
clean, healthy environment in pursuit of profit. They
thereby again contribute to colonial exploitation and
deprive them of their rights to their ancestral lands.™
These projects violate Indigenous sovereignty and
territories, while affected communities are excluded,
ignored or subjected to superficial consultations and
decision-making processes."?

protests and freedom of assembly and give more
power to mining companies eager to exploit the
region’s lithium resources."®

Indigenous women have for a long time been
politically involved, participating in the preservation
of ancestral knowledge, community care and the
defense of cultural identity. The constitutional
reform which was passed in the Jujuy province in
June 2023, without the free, prior and informed
consent of the local communities, violates national
environmental and citizen participation standards.
Many Indigenous communities in Jujuy lack formal
land titles but retain rights to their ancestral
lands under Argentina’s 1994 constitution. During
protests to defend their rights and against the
extensive landgrabbing, demonstrators have faced
brutal repression, including blinding, sexual assault

and other efforts to silence them."”

prior consent for activities that could affect their
livelihoods, lands, waters, air, ice, territories and
resources that have belonged to them for centuries."®

Moreover, the right to say no must be respected and
ensured. No land or community should be sacrificed
for profit-making in fossil fuels, renewables and
beyond. Thereis no justice in replacing an exploitative
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and pollutive system with a renewable energy system
built on injustice, dispossession and extractivism.
Worldwide peoples have the right to say no to
harmful patterns of extraction in which mainstream
energy transition initiatives are embedded. They also
have the right to say no to harmful extraction and
energy projects that aim to maintain unsustainable
consumption patterns.

Unfortunately, corporations often disregard FPIC
processes, undermining the consent of IPLCs, with
women bearing the brunt of the resulting gender-
based violations and inequalities. When FPIC is
violated, women'’s perspective on how the project
will impact them and their demands are not being
included. Moreover, in many Indigenous cultures,
women are the custodians of traditional knowledge
and play central roles in managing land, water and
natural resources. They play key roles in the spiritual
and social life of their communities. When their land
is expropriated for development, women'’s traditional
roles in maintaining community and family life
are undermined, and the passing on of cultural
knowledge and spiritual practices to next generations
is disrupted."®

A proper FPIC process is crucial in guaranteeing
that communities affected by extraction are given
the opportunity to shape any potential mineral
processing in their territory or country in order to

benefit from any added value created through the
extraction."® Aside from benefiting from increased
revenues from export and job creation, ‘added
value addition” must include guarantees that local
communities benefit from the energy resources
their lands might hold for increased energy access
and ownership, so their own just transition can also
be implemented at local and national levels. This
also includes moving past an extraction economy,
so that the regions with resources can develop
along the entire renewable energy value chain in
order to develop a sustainable economy.

To ensure genuine, informed and voluntary consent,
it is essential to implement clear, culturally
appropriate steps for consulting communities
through their traditional decision-making structures
and to respect their ancestral knowledge. This
consultation must be based on timely access
to information about the project's progress and
its ongoing impacts. Engagement should begin
from the outset, including the pre-financing
phase, and any project can only move forward if
community concerns are fully addressed or if the
community actively supports it.””'
acknowledged as landowners, granting them the
right to participate in any consultation process.'*
Additionally, participatory processes and grievance
mechanisms should be specifically designed to
be accessible to women, ensuring they can voice
concerns and seek redress.

Women must be
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Principle 7: Demilitarising states and
territories and dismantling the military-
industrial complex

A feminist and just energy transition is rooted in strong anti-war principles, advocating for the
demilitarisation of territories and dismantling of the military-industrial complex. The intersection of
energy and military actions is evident, with fossil fuels having fueled conflicts and wars for decades.
While a green energy transition is often seen as a path to demilitarisation, the current scramble for
control over renewable energy resources is intensifying geopolitical tensions and militarisation.'®®
States and corporations continue to cause or exacerbate existing conflicts playing out on the ground
under the guise of ensuring energy security.

The impact of wars and militarisation on ecosystems
and climate is manifold. Studies show that since the

1950s 80% of wars have been waged in biodiversity i ) . )
124 Israel’s current genocidal campaign against Pa-

lestinians has killed more than 62,000 people as
of February 2025."%° In the process, Palestinian
agricultural lands have been destroyed, wa-

Militarisation and the genocide in Gaza

hotspots leading to massive biodiversity loss.
Landmines and rockets cause pollution and destroy
landscapes such as farmlands. Long lasting chemical

contamination is a particular threat when it comes ter resources contaminated through incessant
to nuclear testing and bombing. The environmental bombarding and olive trees that have significant
consequences of military action are unevenly  cultural, social and economic value, burnt.'” '®

experienced across the Global North and South.'®

The gendered impacts of Israel's genocide are
significant. Given women's crucial role in sustai-
ning life, they especially suffer from the lack of
access to water and food, as well as access to
personal hygiene items and menstrual health
products. As hospitals are targeted by the Israe-
li army and basic medical products are lacking,
they do not have access to health, including safe
and clean environments to give birth. They face
malnourishment and difficulties in breastfeeding
and adequately providing for their children.'**

Moreover, Israel’s illegal occupation of over 65%
of the West Bank has had catastrophic impacts
on the environment and has been marked by the
exploitation of Palestinian land and natural re-
sources. It restricts agricultural practices in 35%
of the Gaza Strip's agricultural land, preven-
ting Palestinians from accessing and benefiting
from natural resources and coping with climate
change.”® In Gaza, the agricultural sector lies in
ruins. Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)
reports that by September 2024 about 67.6% of
Gaza's cropland, including field crops and vege-
table plots, had been damaged or destroyed.™
Livestock losses have been catastrophic, with
most cattle and poultry wiped out and milk pro-
duction nearly halted.”® More than 1,500 agri-
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cultural wells have been rendered non-functio-
nal, crippling irrigation systems.'*®

Additionally, the Israeli control of energy harms
Palestinian energy sovereignty.'** The collapse of
Gaza's water and energy systems has triggered
one of the most urgent public health and environ-
mental crises in the region’s history. 75% of Gaza's
water infrastructure operated by clean energy is
now in ruins. Medium-scale solar-powered Water
Desalination Plants, critical for providing drinking
water in a region lacking freshwater sources, have
been decimated. According to the United Nations
Reliefand Works Agency (UNRWA), approximate-
ly 70% of Gaza's population is now drinking water
that is both salty and contaminated."** Wastewa-
ter Treatment Plants have also been devastated:;
all six in Gaza are either destroyed or operating at
minimal capacity.®

In this context, the Palestinian Environmental
NGOs Network (PENGON) / Friends of the Earth
Palestine has been setting a remarkable example.
In response to the extreme energy poverty cau-
sed by the Israeli occupation, PENGON started
to build renewable energy projects and organise
capacity-building training for local people, with
a focus on women. Today these projects provide
households, small farms, businesses and schools
with reliable, affordable and sustainable electri-
city. They are an essential step towards reclai-
ming sovereignty of the energy supply from Is-
rael’s control.””’

Moreover, current data suggests that the global
military sector accounts for 5.5% of worldwide carbon
emissions but remains largely unaccountable.'®
Under the the 2015 Paris Agreement, it is still
voluntary to report military emissions to the UNFCCC
(United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change) with very few states meeting the minimum
reporting standards. Many nations with substantial
military forces fail to report any emissions data at
all.®® As a consequence, despite the significant
carbon footprint of militaries, military emissions
reductions are rarely included in national climate
strategies. Additionally, military spending and arms
sales also divert resources away from addressing the
climate crisis, with major polluters like the United
States spending hundreds of billions on defense
while contributing little to climate instruments such
as the loss and damage fund. This urgently needs to
change and the reporting of military emissions needs
to become mandatory.

In this context, a feminist and just energy transition
demands a demilitarisation of all territories and
the dismantling of the military-industrial complex
to protect biodiversity and to safeguard people’s,
particularly marginalised communities’, right to self-
determination as well as dignified life. There is no
room for apartheid states or genocidal campaigns as
the consequences of war disproportionately impact
women who face gender-based violence and limited
access to healthcare in conflict zones. Although
sexual violence is recognised as a war crime, it is
frequently employed as a tactic of war and gender-
based violence often persists even after conflicts end.
Additionally, women and girls typically have fewer
financial means to treatinjuries or cope with property
damage. They also encounter obstacles in accessing
healthcare in conflict zones as they might be reliant
on female healthcare providers for examinations or
require male guardianship for travel. Moreover, they
are often underrepresented in decision-making roles
concerning the distribution of humanitarian aid."® ™

A feminist and just energy transition ensures that
refugee and migrant rights are protected and that
current investments made into the militarisation of
borders are redirected to climate finance programs.
Climate change is a growing driver of displacement
and cross border asylum, with women accounting
for 80% of people affected by climate-induced
displacement.'** While reliable data on LGBTQIA+
refugees is limited it is important to point out that
LGBTQIA+ folks who flee their home countries
already experience high levels of scrutiny throughout
the asylum process with many LGBTQIA+ migrants
being denied asylum because they are unable to
‘credibly’ state their identity."?

In this context the world's wealthiest countries,
responsible for much of the climate crisis, are
increasingly militarising their borders rather than
addressing the root causes of migration."* From 2013
to 2018, these nations invested double the amount
on border enforcement (USS$33.1 billion) as on climate
finance (USS$14.4 billion)."® This trend is reinforced by
the links between the extractive fossil and the border
security industries, with both benefiting from the
shifting focus toward managing the symptoms of the
climate crisis rather than tackling its fundamental
drivers. The outcomes come at a terrible human cost,
evident in the increasing death toll among refugees
and the harsh, violent conditions at border areas,

refugee camps and detention centers.'*®
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Principle 8: Just and equitable
public finance and trade to dismantle

corporate power

A feminist and just energy transition demands a radical overhaul of the global economic, trade and
financial systems, which are built on debt, fiscal exploitation and tax injustice that fuel extractivist

models and accelerate climate collapse.*’

Global South countries’ dependence on commodity
exports dates back to colonialism, when European
colonial powers forced these regions to focus on
extracting raw materials in order to boost European
economic growth and industrial development. Such
dependency continues to this date as Global South
nations are expanding their extractivist frontier
to solve imposed debt crises and other economic
problems."® Countries that hold abundant resources
for renewable energy are not using them for their own
just transition as they are forced to focus on export,
which means once more that they lag behind in the
global energy transition and end up squeezed and
exploited - unable to meet their own people’s energy
needs in territories marked by decades of energy
poverty. In Argentina, the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) and the far-right government of Javier
Milei are pushing the development of fracking in
collaboration with transnational corporations in

Northern Patagonia’s oil and gas fields as a solution
to the national debt crisis."*®

States, transnational corporations and institutions
like the World Trade Organization, IMF, and the World
Bank, as well as regimes of international Free Trade
and Investment reinforce these structures and (neo)
colonial dynamics and dependencies through direct
funding or conditional loans.™’ In doing so, they impose
policy prescriptions based on extractive development
models. Not only do rich nations in the Global North
not meet the required emissions reduction targets, they
also dodge committing to or delivering the necessary
climate finance they owe to developing countries.”
Instead, they lock developing countries in harmful
financial relationships through loan traps, imposing
austerity measures and unjust trade agreements that
limit their decision-making power and deepen the debt
crisis in the Global South.®
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Tackling the fossil debt trap

Inrecentyears, the Global South has been confronting
an escalating debt crisis with reports indicating that
54 countries are currently in the grip of severe debt
distress."® Recent reports from the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development suggest
that 71% of climate finance in 2019-2020 was given
through loans and only 26% as grants, adding debt

The discovery of about 180 trillion cubic feet of fos-
silgas in Cabo Delgado, off northern Mozambique's
coast over a decade ago, unlocked a cruel resour-
ce curse for the country.”™ While proponents claim
that the gas extraction run by big fossil corpora-
tions like TotalEnergies, ExxonMobil and ENI will
foster development in Mozambique, reduce debt,
and fund public investments, independent projec-
tions indicate that real benefits and revenues are
low, and the social and economic risks are high.'®
Despite the fact that only 30% of the population
currently has electricity access, it is suggested that
95% of the gas will be exported abroad.”®

While the Mozambican government has framed
potential gas as a way to repay public debt, the
country is getting locked into debt linked to gas in-
terests as a result of both corruption-driven illegal
loans in 2013, and loans undertaken for the state
company’s stakes in the gas projects.”®® ' A 2021
independent analysis of revenues projected from
two projects show that the real revenues would be
only about 40% of the Mozambican government's
projections, and of this, 70% would be received
after 2040. Moreover, the companies involved in
the gas extraction have established tax-free ac-
counts in Dubai, which would cost Mozambique an
estimated $1.3 to $2 billion in lost revenues from
the gas sector.'®® Global climate action could fur-
ther threaten Mozambique's economy, as the gas
projects face the risk of stranded assets. Research
currently identifies Mozambique to be among the
top five countries with the greatest potential losses
from I1SDS ($7-31 billion)."** All these factors contri-
bute to the fact that the country is heading towards
a long-term fossil fuel dependency, which would
actively hinder investments in renewable energy
despite the country’'s vast potential for solar power,
as pointed out in reports such as by the Nether-
lands Enterprise Agency.'®* '*°

and imposing the expense of the climate emergency
on those who have historically contributed the
least.”™

The Mozambique gas project not only contradicts
the Paris Agreement’s climate goals but also is re-
sulting in severe environmental destruction and
the displacement and dispossession of local com-
munities."*® Civil society organisations like Justica
Ambiental (JAl) attest that the gas industry has
been a significant contributor to inequality in the
region, which is a key driver of the violent insurgen-
cy in the region since 2017.'®” '*® During the so-ca-
lled Palma attack in 2021, insurgents killed and di-
sappeared 1,193 civilians, looted homes and burned
villages.'®® With regards to gender based violence,
there are countless reports of women and children
being abducted, sexually violated and trafficked to
other countries by the insurgents over the years."”°

While some of the women and girls held in captivi-
ty managed to escape or have been rescued, many
remain missing."”" Moreover, the military presence,
meant to protect against insurgents, seems to be
a contributor to the unsafety in the region,”? con-
sidering recent reports which allege that public
troops have been complicit in committing severe

human rights violations against local civilians."* '

To foster true peace and development, those invol-
ved in the Mozambican gas industry including the
government, the fossil fuel companies, public and
private financiers, as well as contractors, need to
be confronted and held to account for the damage
they have caused. The underlying socio-economic
drivers for the crisis in the region need to be ad-
dressed to resolve both the insurgency in the north
and the national instability. In addition, it is impor-
tant to foster a shift to a people-based renewable
energy economy that prioritises the needs of lo-
cal populations and that offers a more sustainable
and dignified future for the country. This approach
would remove support for corruption, militariza-
tion, and civic repression.
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Other financial mechanisms include Just Energy
Transition Partnerships (JETPs) which rely on blended
finance tools that create more indebtedness and
impose all the risk on governments and communities
in the Global South. In JETPs signed by South Africa
(2021) and Senegal (2023), only 3-4% and 6% of the
funds are grants, respectively, while the rest come
from loans that must eventually be repaid.”®® The
Congress of South African Trade Unions (COSATU)
has framed the interests of donor governments as
neo-colonial due to their market-centric approach to
the energy transition and debt-creating mechanisms,
also raising concerns over how JETPs might pave the
way for the privatisation of energy.'®

Solutions to the current global debt crisis
must include debt cancellation in Global South
countries and the prioritisation of gender equity by
international climate finance programs for impacted
regions. We demand that solutions to the current
global debt crisis consider both the gender dynamics
embedded in the economic system and the gendered
consequences of indebtedness. In a feminist and just
energy transition the care debt, meaning the overall
economic and social debt towards women and girls
for the disproportionate amount of undervalued and
unpaid or poorly remunerated care and reproductive
work they perform, must be addressed. Similarly,
the indebtedness created from women's care
responsibilities and the impossibility of reconciling
reproductive work with other jobs must be resolved in
fair and transparent ways that enable women to fulfil
their right to live a dignified life."”®
connection between debt and care, creating and
strengthening public care systems is a mechanism
of debt reduction and a way to foster sustainable,
decent transition jobs.

Given the intrinsic

Simulate public investment/counter
austerity measures

Developing countries cannot be expected to prioritise
repaying loans at the expense of human rights
and directing public spending towards education,
the health system, national infrastructure and the
transition towards renewable energy. Evidence
suggests that the fundamental right to Free, Prior
and Informed Consent is particularly under threat
in countries where a debt crisis drives fossil fuel
development.”® "7 Governments of Global North
countries push for austerity measures and private
finance to address the climate crisis even though

these types of mechanisms have failed to benefit
most people and effectively solve the root causes
that brought the planet to a boiling point."®

Research has shown that austerity measures,
debt-contention, fiscal consolidation and the ill-
equipped global climate finance architecture have
increased women and girls’ financial vulnerability
and exposure to climate change effects in addition
to threatening their rights to basic living standards
including shelter, food, and social security.”® ' ™
Budget cuts disproportionately impact women's
rights by reducing access to essential services,
increasing unpaid labor and time poverty.'®* Social
protection programs, vital for poor women and
LGBTQIA+ folks, are usually the first to disappear
as part of government austerity programs.' These
often include unemployment benefits, housing
assistance, child support and disability support. As
a consequence, women are disproportionately being
pushed into precarious work while exacerbating their
caregiving responsibilities.” '*° Additionally, during
economic hardships, thereis a higher chance thatgirls
are pulled out of school to care of relatives, leading
to lasting educational and gender inequalities, even
if family incomes later recover.'®®

Consequently, when loss and damage from climate
change occur, strong public health and care systems
along with social security measures serve as the most
effective support for marginalised communities,
including women and children."’

Trade

A decolonial approach to the energy transition
requires a reform of climate-related trade policies to
avoid discriminating against Global South countries
and territories. At present, the EU member states and
the United States impose unilateral trade measures
on goods from Global South nations under the
pretext of promoting environmental sustainability.'®®
Those include carbon tariffs and border adjustment
taxes. While countries in the Global North argue
that these measures are essential for addressing the
climate crisis, they worsen the existing inequalities
in the global trade system. Economic activities in
developing countries are unfairly penalised without
sufficient support, such as access to technology
transfers for cleaner production methods.
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There is growing concern that these trade measures
could be used as a way for Global North nations to
pressure Global South countries into complying with
stricter climate regulations, like carbon emission
reductions, even when the latter are making sincere
efforts to fulfill their responsibilities under the
Paris Agreement. Additionally, these approaches
overlook the principle of Common But Differentiated
Responsibilities (CBDR) that acknowledges that
Global North nations have historically contributed a
disproportionate share of global carbon emissions."®®
As a result, developing countries are resisting such
‘green trade” measures, fearing they may be exploited
as a form of trade protectionism, punishing them for
lacking the financial means or access to low-carbon
technologies.”®

Tackling tax evasion

ILlicit financial flows deprive Global South nations
and under-resourced communities from crucial tax
revenues, thereby deepening poverty and amplifying
inequality."" Multinational corporations’ tax evasion
results in an estimated global loss of US$650
billion annually, with the Global South bearing the
brunt.”® From 2004 to 2013 the Global South lost
approximately USS7.8 trillion while Africa alone
loses around USS$S90 billion each year due to tax
evasion and theft. It is estimated that the losses in
government revenues through tax havens over a
period of 15 years could power half of the world with
totally sustainable and socially controlled energy.'®?
Given the feminisation of poverty, the structural
neglect of women's energy needs and the centrality
of tax in wealth redistribution, women in developing
countries end up paying the price for corporate
tax evasion. These profound injustices must be
addressed with a decolonial and feminist approach
to the energy transition through policy changes, legal
reforms and international collaboration, including a
universal UN Tax Convention that establishes binding
commitments.

In a feminist and just energy transition, public finance
powers the construction of systemic solutions to
climate change. cooperation and
multilateral support from Global North countries
is essential in this regard. In a feminist and just
energy transition, developing
through transition economies that place life at the
centre, building on public financial mechanisms
and international cooperation for development

International

countries thrive

grounded in solidarity. The Global North must pay
for its responsibility for the climate crisis through
massively scaling up grant-based public finance
that enables real solutions for people who suffer the
disproportionate impacts of climate change without
feeding into the current debt spiral. We demand
the implementation of better legal frameworks
against IFFs and that the progressive taxation of big
corporations help realise investments into strong
public health and care systems. Debts resulting from
fossil fuel projects should be declared unjust and
erased.'® Just and equitable financial reparations are
vital to ensuring that no one will be left behind when
promoting effective energy transitions. Economic
justice must be promoted through progressive
taxation and reformation of global trade rules.

We demand that historical inequalities between
the Global North and South be addressed through
redistribution powered by public finance and
progressive taxation of big corporations. The
implementation of better legal frameworks against
Ilicit financial flows as well as the reform of unilateral
trade policies and agreements including carbon
tariffs that structurally disadvantage Global South
economies is essential.
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Principle 9: No false solutions!

Currently there is a propagation of false solutions to the climate emergency. These schemes to delay
genuineclimateactionsarebeingpushedbyextractiveand high-emissionsindustries, banks, financiers
and other actors who support them.'** These false solutions are aimed at distracting attention from
the imperative need to change the current energy system and promote system change. The historical
responsibility of elites and corporations for their carbon emissions is obscured. In contrast, they
promote the financialisation of nature, reduction of biodiversity and ecosystems to tradable carbon
units and unproven techno fixes.'*® This allows the current broken energy system to continue.

Some false solutions are presented under the banner
of Nature-based Solutions (NBS), which cover a
selection of initiatives supposedly guaranteeing
climate and biodiversity protection.'””” NBS, like other
false solutions, perpetuates the fossil fuel energy
system while ultimately enabling dispossession by
instrumentalising the lives and traditional practices
of Indigenous Peoples, peasants, artisanal fishers and
many other communities in order to offset corporate
pollution.”® However, Global South communities
should not need to sacrifice their land nor should
ecosystems and biodiversity be reduced to their role
in storing carbon.

NBS as a term is misleading: it appropriates nature
as a “solution” without naming the actors responsible
for causing the crisis in the first place. One closer
look reveals that they distract from big polluting
corporations and governments’ complete failure to
effectively address the climate crisis.'®® NBS are firmly
based on carbon and ecological neocolonialism, rely
on failed market schemes and serve as a vehicle for
corporate greenwashing.?°° Like other false solutions,
NBS are often offsets, part of global carbon markets
which are in and of themselves damaging and
dangerous.

Global, regional and voluntary carbon markets all
play into the same dangerous myth: that one tonne
of carbon is the same anywhere. In other words, one
tonne of carbon released from burning coal in one
country is equal to one tonne of carbon saved by
planting a tree in another. Big polluters can continue
emitting and pay others to reduce or sequester
emissions for them elsewhere. The problem with
carbon markets and offsets is threefold: they don't
actually work to reduce emissions; they provide
cover for big polluters to keep polluting; and they
come with devastating impacts on communities and
ecosystems *”’

These false solutions continue down the same
patriarchal road, approaching nature and the lives
dependent on it as a commodity that needs to
continue catering to those in power. They harm
regional biodiversity and contribute to deforestation
while jeopardising food sovereignty and peoples’
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sovereignty over their territories. According to
the former United Nations Special Rapporteur
on Contemporary Forms of Racism, Racial
Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance,
these speculative “green” technologies perpetuate
racial injustice.?’® Additionally, they reinforce the
exclusion of women, girls and non-binary persons,
as well as local communities and other marginalised
right-holders (e.g. farmers, Indigenous peoples)
, during the planning and implementation, also
excluding them from decision-making or access to
information.*?

Additionally, NBS and other false solutions fail
to address gender inequalities and in some cases
exacerbate them by promoting land-grabbing,
harming food sovereignty and thus having direct
impacts on women. For instance, REDD+ initiatives
not only failed to promote women’s empowerment
and safeguard their rights but neglected their
restricted forest and land ownership. These initiatives
also resulted in their subsequent exclusion from the
prospect of participating in Payments for Ecosystem
Services (PES) schemes.***

Among false solutions, there is a growing push
for geoengineering approaches and high-risk,
speculative technologies like carbon capture and
storage (CCS) and solar radiation management
(SRM). These projects allow rich countries to
continue evading
delaying the phase-out of fossil fuels.?*® They also
enable transnational corporations to conduct land
grabbing and displacement of IPLCs under the
cover of an ‘energy transition” without enacting any
real emissions reductions. Risky technologies Llike
CCS, SRM and other geoengineering initiatives put
at risk planetary systems of water, land and air as
they become subject to corporate control whilst not
addressing the climate crisis.**°

actual emissions cuts and

Contrary to false solutions, in a feminist and just
energy transition climate change adaptation and
mitigation needs to focus on addressing core
drivers of the climate crisis. This includes ending
overconsumption, pollution, exploitation and fossil
fuel dependency while centreing the well-being of
communities and ensuring people’s right to live a
dignified life is respected. These solutions should
be powered by locally appropriate, 100% renewable
energy from climate-safe sources with low impact.

The push for geoengineering

In 2022, the European Commission announced
it would spend €880 million on five risky
geoengineering projects, four of which involve
capturing CO. and injecting it under the North
Sea's seabed?”’” The European Union expects
to invest €25 billion from 2020-2030 in what
they refer to as “breakthrough technologies”
that favour “renewable energy, energy-intensive
industries, energy storage and carbon capture,
use and storage.” (Chalmin)*°® However, a closer
look into the funded projects shows that these
endeavours pose enormous environmental
risks and reproduce harmful business-as-usual
logic, providing disproportionate power to
corporations. Meanwhile, these funds could be
otherwise used to address climate change, such
as through effectively funding community-led

solutions.
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Principle 10: Decolonising knowledge
production & entforcing equitable
technology transfer and intellectual
property rights

One of the main challenges in strengthening national capacities and addressing climate change lies
in ensuring the development of local knowledge through sovereign science, supported by fair and
internationalist technology transfer while also addressing the barriers posed by intellectual property
rights (IPRs). In a feminist and just energy transition that focuses on access, equity and capabilities,
the Global North is expected to share environmentally sound technologies (ESTs) to ensure the
availability of essential resources including medications.?*® South-South knowledge and technology
transfer and learning is also a key feature of the feminist and just energy transition. Technological
artifacts, processes and organisations must be socially controlled and embedded in diverse forms
of knowledge and cultures, generating new spaces for dignified lives, justice and equity, ultimately
aiming at improving life conditions for all. In other words, peoples’ technological sovereignty must
be promoted. Technology sovereignty includes Indigenous, peasant and grassroots knowledge about
water, wind, soil, forests and jungles to create tools that feed people, clean the planet,offer a dignified
life to all within planetary boundaries and local scientific-technological developments that are
culturally appropriate, socially and environmentally responsible.?*°

effectively implement mitigation measures against
the impacts of the climate crisis.?"®

Respect for Indigenous Peoples and
Local Communities’ knowledge, beliefs
and ancestral traditions

While technology transfer is affected by various

Ina feministand just energy transition, the cosmology
and ancestral traditions of Indigenous Peoples and
Local Communities (IPLCs) are crucial for protecting
ecosystems and food systems while honoring their
sacred duties to their communities, families and
future generations. Indigenous intellectual property
rights must be safeguarded. To ensure this protection,
a mechanism should be created to promote and
preserve Indigenous knowledge, along with efforts
to establish an institution dedicated to documenting
Indigenous knowledge related to food systems,
traditional medicine and plant knowledge."

Global South Equity through technology
development and transfer

Enhancing capacity is a crucial component of
technology development and transfer to enable
Global South nations to design and manufacture
technologies that cater
Reforming the IPR trade rule regimes is therefore
essential to ensure equitable access to ESTs as well
as to protect Indigenous cosmologies, ultimately
empowering Global South nations and territories to

towards local needs.

factors, intellectual property rights are the primary
barrier preventing the Global South from accessing
important patents and trade secrets.?”® The gender
gap in intellectual property is evident in various ways,
including differences in patent ownership, trademark
registrations, copyright protections and access to
opportunities.? There is a great lack of women's
representation in the fields of science, technology,
engineering and mathematics, where innovation and
intellectual property creation are most prevalent.

Currently, Trade Related Intellectual Property Rights
(TRIPS) and other patents on renewable technologies
are a barrier to local technology production at sites
where the resources needed for their production
are available®”® During the COVID-19 pandemic,
intellectual property rights prevented millions in the
Global South from accessing life-saving vaccines.?”
The dominance of patented technologies must be
counteracted in favour of promoting publicly owned
and accessible alternatives.

There is no space for private, patented technology
under a feminist and just energy transition. As an
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alternative, knowledge and renewable technology
should be developed and shared through public-
public partnerships as common goods, encouraging
collaboration on renewables research and active

sharing among governments grounded in the
principle of international solidarity.
The Agreement on TRIPS, under the World

Trade Organization (WTO), states in Article 66.2
that Global North nations should “promote and
encourage technology transfer to least developed
country members to help them establish a sound
technological base.” (World Trade Organization,
2023)*'® Article 31 allows for mandatory licensing,
enabling the use and manufacture of patented
products or processes without needing the patent
holder’s approval. This could potentially increase
access to patented ESTs for many Global South
countries, especially those that are economically
disadvantaged. Additionally, Article 31 permits the
replication of patents without authorisation during
“‘national emergencies.” We believe that the threats
posed by climate change to livelihoods, ecological
preservation and human survival qualify as such an
emergency. Therefore, ESTs should be exempt from
patent enforcement.®”

Utilising TRIPS provisions like compulsory licensing
or creating agreements for information access are
a necessary step towards achieving technological
sovereignty that empowers communities to use
technology for the common good. It challenges
the international division of labour under which
mainstream technologies developed
implemented while valuing plural forms of
knowledge, diverse experiences and needs that
justify technological development. It also embeds
technology in social, ecological, political and ethical
criteria.?*°

are and

With technological sovereignty, the access, use and
distribution of appropriate, public, socially owned,
low-impact technology that contributes to dignified
living is a right. To achieve this, skills development
should be supported in the Global South, prioritising
women and other marginalized communities. These
groups should be able to create, develop and install
technological artifacts and processes that generate
collective benefits and promote social justice,
including renewable energy technologies.

Similarly, marginalised groups should be able to
meaningfully engageininstitutionsand organisations
that promote and make technology-related

decisions. In this regard, the state and public policy
are crucial. In a feminist and just energy transition,
public institutions and community-led organisations
lead the development and implementation of ethical,
socially just and sustainable technology.
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The advance of the far right, compounded by the
entrenchment of corporate power and re-election of
Donald Trump, is having far-reaching and profound
impacts on governments and regions, solidifying an
era in which autocracy and militarisation is globally
on the rise. Systems of international cooperation are
fundamentally being remodelled and broken down
while an arms race fuelled by Northern governments
feeds into ongoing conflicts and wars such as in
Gaza and Ukraine. A global backlash on Diversity,
Equity and Inclusion policies is unfolding in full force,
threatening the livelihoods of women, BIPOC and
LGBTQIA+ folks through the rolling back of protective
legislation in various countries.?®' 2> Navigating these
geopolitical realities will require popular movements
to recognise the need to organise in an intersectional
way as we build a vision for the future.

The feminist and just energy transition offers a multi-
faceted response to the polycrisis we face, as well as
a pathway towards system change that necessarily
includes the elimination of fossil fuel dependence.
It lays out how and with which alliances to build a
new renewable energy system oriented towards life
and environmental justice. This new energy system
will bring about positive and sustainable societies.
It should be fully renewable, publicly owned
and community controlled, and based on locally
appropriate, climate-resilient, low-impact
renewable technologies that enable people to
access energy as a right. It will foster the re-use and

and

recycling of materials to stay within the planetary
boundaries.

Reparations to Global South nations and territories
for centuries of plunder and colonialism need to be
an integral part of the new energy system. We now
face the enormous risk of reproducing a new cycle
of plunder for the purposes of war and to finance
the corporate energy transition of the Global North.
A feminist and just energy transition promotes
the application of the principles of historical and
differentiated responsibility and the urgency for
the North to transfer financial support and foster
technological innovation in the Global South.

The feminist and just energy transition proposed by
FoEl recognises the urgent need to dismantle the

patriarchy and all systems of oppression. Gender
justiceisintrinsically linked to climate, racial, economic
and social justice and more broadly to justice from
all forms of oppression. Therefore it is important to
reflect more deeply on the intersectional aspects
of our perspectives. By including the diversity of
struggles and experiences of marginalised people
we can enrich our analysis and strive more powerfully
towards system change.

In our research for this report we have identified a
lack of data that speaks specifically to LGBTQIA+
struggles in the climate discourse. The erasure
of these experiences in research and academia
makes it harder for practitioners, policymakers and
movements to develop adequate responses to the
repercussions of the climate crisis on LGBTQIA+
communities and their needs.?*

As the climate crisis worsens, with the increasing
violence of impacts felt first and foremost by
marginalised communities, we must adopt an
intersectional approach in our analysis, demands
and development of solutions that can address the
crisis and dismantle all forms of oppression.
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