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The UN Binding Treaty on
transnational corporations
and human rights:   
A critical step toward
achieving climate justice
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TNCs have been central drivers of today’s climate
and ecological crises. From fossil fuel giants to
agribusiness, mining, finance and tech, these
companies have built vast profits by exploiting
people and planet - while constructing legal
loopholes that shield them from responsibility. 

For years, they have used denial, delay and
disinformation to block meaningful climate action.
We continue to see how their strategies to remain
relevant become increasingly elaborate: promoting
“green” branding and voluntary codes of conduct
that may look nice on paper but do little to stop or
prevent real harm. Allowing the very actors who
created the crisis to dictate the rules of its solution is
a dangerous conflict of interest. The power and
influence these corporate behemoths exert over
media, politics, trade systems, and international
climate spaces is one of the most significant
obstacles to climate justice.

Meanwhile, Indigenous Peoples, peasants, fisherfolk,
workers, women and youth, especially in the Global
South, are living on the frontlines. They suffer first
and worst from climate chaos while having
contributed the least to its causes.

For over a decade, affected communities, along
with social and environmental movements, have
sought to bring to life a United Nations Binding
Treaty that would hold transnational
corporations (TNCs) accountable for their human
rights violations. Friends of the Earth
International, together with the Global Campaign
to Reclaim Peoples’ Sovereignty, Dismantle
Corporate Power and Stop Impunity, continue to
internationalise the struggle against corporate
power and for justice.

Key recommendations for the UN
Binding Treaty

The Binding Treaty must break with the failed model
of corporate self-regulation and establish clear,
enforceable obligations for transnational
corporations. Friends of the Earth International and
the Global Campaign are putting forward the
following recommendations:

Recognise environmental rights as
human rights

The treaty must explicitly affirm the human right to a
clean, healthy and sustainable environment, as
already recognised by the UN General Assembly.
Environmental harm, including pollution, biodiversity
loss and climate change, must be treated as a direct
violation of human rights.

Establish direct obligations for
corporations

TNCs should be legally bound not only to respect
human rights but also to prevent environmental
harm. This includes obligations across their global
value chains and liability for both direct and indirect
emissions.

Mandatory prevention and
precaution

States must require corporations to adopt binding
measures such as halting projects that present
imminent risks, complying with independent impact
assessments and ensuring compliance with Free,
Prior and Informed consent of Indigenous Peoples
and local communities. Due Diligence and voluntary
schemes are not enough.



Full reparation and restoration

Corporations must be held liable for environmental
damage and compelled to restore ecosystems,
compensate affected communities and guarantee
that violations will not be repeated. Reparation must
go beyond financial payments to include ecological
restoration and community participation in decision-
making.

Reject false solutions and
greenwashing

The treaty should prevent corporations from using
the language of sustainability or Environmental,
Social and Governance (ESG) schemes to evade
accountability. Real solutions must be rooted in
human rights, ecological protection, and democratic
participation.  

Toward system change and climate
justice

The UN Binding Treaty is about choosing life over
profit, justice over impunity and community
resilience over corporate capture. It is affected
communities who are leading the global movement
for climate justice. Around the world, they defend
forests, land and water, and many are building
sustainable pathways rooted in justice, traditional
knowledge, agroecology, community rights and real
democratic participation. These have been the
strongest voices calling for access to justice and an
end to corporate impunity through the UN Binding
Treaty. States must listen to their voices and resist
the pressure of corporate lobbies. 

The struggle for a Binding Treaty is part of the
broader fight to dismantle corporate power and
reclaim peoples’ sovereignty. It is inseparable from
the struggle to achieve system change and real
solutions to the climate crisis rooted in equity, justice
and environmental sustainability. 
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SCAN HERE 
for the full
recommendations

www.foei.org || www.stopcorporateimpunity.org
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